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Town Clerk

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 7
SEPTEMBER 2026 AT 19:03 PM IN THE TRAINING ROOM, FIRST FLOOR, LIBRARY BUILDING, UNION
PLACE, TRURO

PRESENT: Councillors Southcombe (Chairperson), Green, Rabey, Tann, Taylor,
and Webb (Chairperson Finance and General Purposes Committee).
APOLOGIES: Councillors Claxton, Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons, La Borde,

Mepham, Rich (Deputy Mayor) and Honorary Freeman Wells (Mayor).
ABSENT: None.
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Biscoe and Mrs Carlyon.
Richard Budge (Parks and Amenities Manager) and Cheryl Simpson
(Committee Clerk).
Mr Robert Harrison and Ms Tamsin Heayn (Truro Cricket Club).

1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
The apologies were noted. Councillor Taylor was welcomed to his first PK/26/613
Committee meeting following his re-election to the City Council.

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None. PK/26/614
3. OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA -

VERBAL QUESTIONS

ltem 11 Grounds Maintenance Association Boscawen Park Handover PK/26/615

Assessment of Pitches Report May 2026

Ms Heayn, Truro Cricket Club, commented that Truro Cricket Club had not
used a flatf roller on the Truro City Council field, and this was confirmed by the
Parks and Amenities Manager. He also confirmed that he had offered a
redundant roller free of charge to the Club, and this had been accepted.
Following the end of the cricket season, the next stage of tree works at the
Cricket Club was the removal of overhanging/dead branches. This work
would probably be undertaken by the Council’'s contractor and needed to
be planned. Replacement planting of trees might feature oaks which were
slower growing and more receptive to pruning.

[Councillor Biscoe arrived at the meeting at 19:08.]

ltem 19 Confidential Correspondence

Mr Rob Harrsison of Truro Cricket Club emphasized that the Cricket Club was
receptive to undertaking other activities and open to diversification in relation
to its lease agreement with the City Council looking forward.

Truro Cricket Club, in the spirit of neighbourliness, on occasions allowed
members of the public using Boscawen Park to park on its premises. The Club
was reminded to lock its gates when this was not in use.
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MINUTES

It was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Councillor Green, and
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee Meeting
held on 7 July 2026 were a correct record and signed.

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
None.

CORRESPONDENCE

a. An email dated 17 07 26 from Cormac Countryside Service in response to
receipt of Footpath Condition Report provided by Assistant Countryside
Ranger was noted.

b. A public art proposal was received from Danni Dixon. No cost information
was available; it was assumed that the artist was offering to create a piece
of art af their expense.

It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by the Chair, and
RESOLVED that the public art proposal be welcomed by the Committee and
the Parks and Amenities Manager be requested to investigate potential
appropriate location(s).

C. A report from Grow Truro was received. There was a brief discussion on
potential City Council land and other options. The Parks and Amenities
Manager advised that the Council did not currently have any surplus land
available. It was suggested that other landowners such as Tregothnan Estate,
the Duchy Estate etc might have suitable land available to rent or purchase.

It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by Councillor Tann, and
RESOLVED that the Committee welcomed the idea of a locally based
Community Supported Agriculture type scheme but noted that Truro City
Council did not currently have a suitable area of land (minimum of 1 acre
and option to expand) for such a use.

It was noted that the Committee was already working on a different project
on land at Comprigney Hill (Coosebean) via the Land at Comprigney Hill
Steering Group. The Committee considered that this land was unsuitable for
such a use that Grow Truro was suggesting.

LAND AT HILLCREST AVENUE

This matter had been referred back to Parks and Amenities Committee for
reconsideration with costing information by Council. The Parks and Amenities
Manager provided a summary of the potential cost of taking on the verges at
Hillcrest Avenue from Cornwall Council which were devolution costs £9,690
and annual maintenance costs of £8,360. He noted that the suggested 20
grass cuts could be reduced but this figure represented an average and was
influence by variables such as weather. The topography of the site and
distance from Boscawen Park Depot were significant factors. Following
consideration of the potential costs the Committee was not minded to
request to Cornwall Council fo take on this land.
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10.

It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Green, and

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that: PK/26/622
1. It does not accept the responsibility of taking on the land and
proposed frees at Hillcrest Avenue, Truro due to the high cost involved
in obtaining and maintaining the grass verges.
2. Cornwall Council be requested to consider placing wooden stakes in
the verge to deter parking on the verge (similar to Tresawls Road).

Q1 EXPENDITURE TO BUDGET SUMMARY 2026-27

Quarterly expenditure to budget reports were presented to the Parks and

Amenities Committee in the month following the completion of the previous

quarters’ accounting process for Finance and General Purposes Committee.

The Deputy Town Clerk’s report provided Councillors with a brief overview of

the Parks Budget at 30 June. On pages 29, 30 and 31 the Parks and Amenities

Manager noted that the green left-hand column in the tables referred to

actual budget, the middle column was spend to date and the right-hand

column expressed this as a percentage. The report was noted. PK/26/623

WIDER PONDS AND WETLAND POLICY

A pond policy including the Boscawen Park Duck Pond was agreed by
Council in April 2026. The Policy had since been widened to include the
fishpond and water features at Victoria Gardens, the pond at Newbridge
Lane Park, the scathe pond at Daubuz Moor, the pond at the Haven, St
Georges Road, the pond at Coosebean Wood and butterfly meadows.

In response to a query about the Victoria Gardens Fish pond, the Parks and
Amenities Manager noted that work to repair the pond had been paused
pending completion of the newts breeding season. Work had been
completed to clean and pressure-wash the pond and sealant was due to be
applied week commencing 14 September. Fish had been removed in 2020 in
advance of refurbishment works. It was noted that fish could be detrimental to
other wildlife. Councillors suggested that a reference to wildlife be added to
the section about the Daubuz Moor pond/wetland scrape such as the
European Eel which was a red-listed at-risk species and benefited from a
wetland environment. It was suggested that a reference to the Council’'s 2019
ecological study report of Daubuz Moor be added. It was also suggested that
a wider reference to the benefits of ecological surveys as a tool to understand
wildlife be added.

[Councillor Mrs Carlyon arrived at the meeting at 19:52.]

It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Green, and PK/26/624
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that fish be allowed in the Fish Pond Victoria
Gardens.

The Parks and Amenities Manager advised that further work would be
undertaken on the draft policy to take on board Councillors’ comments, and
a revised draft policy would be brought back to the Committee in due
course.

TRURO PUBLIC CEMETERY EXISTING AND PROPOSED MANAGEMENT

The proposed Cemetery Management Plan set out the land management
which currently took place and how long it fook alongside improvements
which aimed to deliver improved nature recovery.
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11.

12.

13.

14.

Councillors generally welcomed the report. It was also suggested that the
Cemetery as a whole needed to be considered in terms of accessibility for
relatives visiting graves and interested people.

It was proposed by Councillor Rabey, seconded by Councillor Green, and
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that the draft Truro Public Cemetery
Management Plan be approved.

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE ASSOCIATION BOSCAWEN PARK HANDOVER
ASSESSMENT OF PITCHES REPORT MAY 2026

The Parks and Amenities Manager reported that the Grounds Maintenance
Association (GMA) had classed the Boscawen Park pitches as English Football
League training standard, which was a significant improvement from before
and the improvement was long overdue. Whilst recommending that
Councillors review investment costs at Estimates time (in the New Year), he
expected at this point in time, to recommend that pitch fees and charges not
be increased. The confribution of volunteers in local sport was acknowledged.

The report and the high standard of the Boscawen Park Pitch project was
noted.

BARBEQUE USE IN GREEN SPACES POLICY

Following an enquiry about whether the Council had a barbeque policy
during the recent hot weather, a policy had been drafted setting out a
proposed approach to barbeques, fire pits and open fires in Council-owned,
leased, managed or maintained green spaces.

The Parks and Amenities Manager suggested that site signage stating: ‘No
Barbeques or Open Fires’ be displayed in appropriate locations — this was
included in the draft policy af Section 8.

It was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Councillor Green, and
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that:
1. The Barbeque Use in Green Space Policy be approved.
2. Site signage stating: ‘No Barbeques or Open Fires’ be displayed in
appropriate locations.

BOSCAWEN PARK WELLNESS HUB

The Committee had previously considered reports and presentations about
the development of Truro Wellbeing Hub at Boscawen Park. A revised
proposal was put forward proposing an additional third meeting room. This
change would ‘square’ the building off and enable the construction of fully
accessible toilet facilities. The proposed changes were generally welcomed
by Councillors.

It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and
RECOMMENDED TO FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE that it
recommends to Council that it should support the revised proposal to develop
the Truro Wellbeing Hub at Boscawen Park and delegate responsibility to the
Town Clerk to progress discussions with the Lander and Three Spires Medical
Practices to develop a final business case for consideration.

TOWN QUAY MANAGEMENT

The Truro Harbours Project was part of the overall Truro Town Deal and was
being led by Cornwall Council. The project included 3 main strands that
covered Lemon Quay, Town Quay (old Compton Castle site) and Town
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15.

16.

Quay/Worths Quay on the other side of Morlaix Avenue. This report related to
the Lemon Quay and Town Quay/Old Compton Castle site only. Currently
Cornwall Council Harbours service would be responsible for managing the
planted areas on the Morlaix Avenue access ramp, but it was recognised that
this management may not be to the same standard as that delivered by Truro
City Council. Two different management regimes may not be advisable also.
It appeared sensible o manage the site as one Lemon Quay area with
potential opportunities to let areas for events or concessions to generate
income.

During discussion Councillors suggested that the Council be mindful of local
traders. It was also suggested that the Town Clerk should undertake robust
negotiations in relation to the terms of any agreement, and the terms of any
agreement should clearly state what should be done/ not done.

It was noted:
1. That Council is a signatory to the Truro Town Deal. PK/26/629
2. That Council is already responsible for operating Lemon Quay under

licence from Cornwall Council and that income derived from the Quay
(events, leases and licences) already covers the costs of maintaining the
areq.

3. That having two different standards of management and two different
booking processes in the same area has the potential to disconnect activity
and conflict with how Council manages Lemon Quay.

It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Webb, and

RECOMMENDED TO FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE: PK/26/630
That Council agree to operate the Lemon Quay side of Town Quay and the

Morlaix Avenue Access ramp under licence from Cornwall Council so that it

can form part of a holistic “Lemon Quay” offer and enable the area to be

curated as asingle event space/destination and delegate to the Town Clerk

the authority to conclude the necessary negotiations.

WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEE

(i) Truro Nature Recovery Forum Meeting 16 June 2026

The Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum meeting held on 16 June 2026
had been noted at the previous Committee meeting.

It was proposed by the Chair, seconded by Councillor Webb, and PK/26/631
RESOLVED that the amended Terms of Reference for the Truro Nature
Recovery Forum be approved.

(Ii) Land at Comprigney Hill Steering Group Meeting 20 July 2024
The Notes and recommendations arising from this meeting were considered by PK/26/632
Council on 27 July 2026 due to timescale. Noted.

STANDING ITEMS
a. Boscawen Park - Dredging of Swanpool — Update PK/26/633
The Town Clerk’s report reported that this project was likely to be delayed
until 2027 pending delays in obtaining landowner approval to take the
dredgings. The waste exemption licence could also not be obtained until
that land had been identified. The Parks and Amenities Manager reported
that the Parks Team were also busy working on other projects. He also
reported that a further sample of the potential dredging would also be
sent off for testing. The Towns Deal PMO were supportive of the delay. The
update was noted.
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17.

18.

19.

20.

[Councillor Tann left the meeting at 20:40 and returned at 20:45.]

b. Towns Fund Deal Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project and Pitch
Improvement Works Update
The Boscawen Park Pavilion was open for business, and a number of
bookings had already been received for this new facility. The Council’s
contractor, Inscapes, would be undertaking the final maintenance/
reseeding of the pitch area. Works to the Riverside Walk were complete
and works for the new fencing were due to be completed by the end of
September. Work for the new boules piste had been delayed, due to over
compaction the new surface would be ripped up and re-laid. The update
report was noted. PK/26/634

c. Swing Bridge Project Update
The City Council was still awaiting confirmation from Cornwall Council
about the impact of the proposed new design on Council -owned land on
in Boscawen Park. The Committee noted the update report. PK/26/635

INFORMATION ITEMS
Parks and Amenities Manager’s Report

The Parks and Amenities Manager noted that the two complaints about public
conveniences had been included in error — this formed part of the remit of the
Finance and General Purposes Committee. He also noted that a 3-tier planter
at the junction of Malpas Road and Trafalgar roundabout had been moved to
improve road users’ visibility. The report was noted. PK/26/636

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and

RESOLVED that in accordance with S1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to PK/26/637
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public will be excluded from the meeting

during consideration of the following item by reason of its confidential or

special nature: business.

CONFIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

a. A letter dated 19.07.26 was received from the Chairman of Truro Cricket
Club.
b. An email dated 30.08.26 from a former chairman of Truro Cricket Club

was received.

Both items of correspondence were considered together by the Committee.
The letter set out their current operational situation and future concerns.
Following consideration and discussion:

It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Webb, and
RECOMMENDED TO FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE: PK/26/638
1. That the City Council support Truro Cricket Club in its request to
renegoftiate its lease to include a peppercorn rent and diversify the
activities which can take place on the Cricket Club site.
2. That the Council consider further financial assistance, including the
small grant scheme, for the 2027-2028 financial year.

READMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
It was proposed by the Councillor Rabey, seconded by Councillor Webb, and

PK/26/639
RESOLVED that the press and public be permitted to re-join the meeting.

120



21. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
. 5 October 2026. PK/26/640

22. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
Development plan for play areas (including adult exercise equipment)
(October 2026)
Review of revenue budget (October 2026)
Review of capital budget (November 2026)
Review of (dogs on lead) Cemetery Regulations (March 2027). PK/26/641

The meeting closed at 21:29.

CHAIRMAN
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