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  Town Clerk’s Department 

Municipal Buildings  
Boscawen Street 
Truro   TR1 2NE 
Tel.  (01872) 274766 
www.truro.gov.uk 
email: info@truro.gov.uk 
 
23 September 2026 

To:  The Mayor (Honorary Freeman Chris Wells) 
Chairman and members of the Distribution Committee of the  
JOHN COOPER FURNISS CHARITY 
Councillors Douglas-Martin, Rabey, Rich, Southcombe, Swain and Taylor.  
And all other councillors. 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General Meeting of the JOHN COOPER FURNISS 
CHARITY will be held at COMMITTEE ROOM, MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS, BOSCAWEN STREET on 
MONDAY 28 SEPTEMBER 2026 at 18:15 for the transaction of the under mentioned 
business: 

Before the meeting the Chairman will read out the Municipal Building Fire Procedures 
 
1 ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
 To note apologies  
 
2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
3 APPOINT CHAIRPERSON 
 To resolve to appoint a chairperson. 
 
4 MINUTES (Appendix A pg2) 
 To receive and resolve to approve. 
 
5 ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS (Appendix B pg3) 
 To resolve to approve. 
 
6 PROCESS FOR THE 2026-27 DISTRIBUTION  

a. To resolve to approve grant amount. (Appendix C pg7) 
b. To resolve to approve a set budget for 2026-2027.  
c. To resolve to approve the District Areas and Councillors responsible on the 
     2026-27 distribution poster. (Appendix D pg9) 

 
7 BANK SIGNATORIES 

Current Signatories: Councillors Southcombe, Eathorne-Gibbons and Swain 
Authorisers (Able to approve signatory changes) – David Rodda and Cllr Biscoe  
 
To Resolve That Truro City Council be Authorised by The John Cooper Furniss 
Charity to Provide Changes to the List of Signatories. Four signatories are required 
and two Authorisers (one being Town Clerk).  

 
8 CORRESPONDENCE 

 Emails from Charity Commission emails dated Autumn 2025, Winter 2025/26, 
Spring 2026 and Summer 2026 – quarterly updates. (Appendix E pg10) 

 
9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
 September 2027 

 
David Rodda MBE 
Town Clerk 
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 Town Clerk’s Department 

Municipal Buildings 

Boscawen Street 

Truro   TR1 2NE 

Tel.  (01872) 274766 

www.truro.gov.uk 

email: info@truro.gov.uk 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE JOHN COOPER FURNISS CHARITY 

HELD MONDAY 27 OCTOBER 2025 AT 18:00 

 

PRESENT: Truro City Council (the Trustee): Councillors Rabey (Chairman), Rich, 

Southcombe, Stokes, Swain, and Honorary Freeman Wells (Mayor). 

 

ALSO PRESENT: David Rodda (Town Clerk), Councillors Claxton, and Webb. 

 

APOLOGIES: Councillor Eathorne-Gibbons. 

 

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Cheryl Simpson Committee Clerk and Agatha Hodges Mayor’s 

Secretary and Administrator. 

 

1 ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES        

 The apologies were approved as submitted.     JCF/25/X 

  

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST        

None.          JCF/25/X 

 

3 MINUTES          

It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and 

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Meeting of the Charity held on 29 

September 2025 were signed as a correct record.   JCF/25/X 

 

4 PROCESS FOR THE 2024-25 DISTRIBUTION      

The Charity was requested to approve the District Areas and Councillors 

responsible on the 2025-26 poster. 

 

It was proposed by Councillor Stokes, seconded by Councillor Wells, and 

RESOLVED that the District Areas and Councillors responsible on the Winter 

2025 – 26 poster be approved with the following amendments 

- addition of Councillor Webb as agent for District 5 

- adding Councillors email addresses. 

- removing landline for Cllr Stokes and Swain.   

- Adding in Cllr Swain’s mobile number. 

- Adding the Council’s Library office address 

- Adding the Council’s official (Municipal Buildings) address 

- Adding the Council’s telephone number      

         JCF/25/X 

 

5 DATE OF NEXT MEETING       JCF/25/X 

August 2026 for AGM, date TBA. 

 

 The meeting closed at 18:08 

 

 

------------------------------------------------ 

Chairman 
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Annual Accounts and Report for John Cooper Furniss Charity 2025-2026  Charity no: 203684 
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Charity name:  John Cooper Furniss Charity 

Other names: Furniss Coal Charity 

Registered charity number: 203684 

Address: Truro City Council 

Municipal Buildings 

Boscawen Street 

Truro 

TR1 2NE 

Phone:  01872 274766 

Email: info@truro.gov.uk 

Website: www.truro.gov.uk 

Charity’s trustees: Truro City Council 

David Rodda – Town Clerk 

Governing document Will of John Cooper Furniss dated 14th 

September 1886. As amended by deed dated 

01 March 2021 

Charitable objects To prevent and relieve poverty or financial 

hardship by using the income of the charity to 

make grants to people living in the City of 

Truro who are in fuel poverty, or at risk of 

being in fuel poverty. "Fuel poverty" means the 

inability to afford or access adequate energy 

services. 

Area of benefit The City of Truro 
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Annual Accounts and Report for John Cooper Furniss Charity 2025-2026  Charity no: 203684 

 

Page 2 of 4 

John Cooper Furniss Charity 
For the period 01/04/2025 to 31/03/2026 

    

Receipts and payments       

 2025/2026  2024/2025 

 £  £ 

Receipts     

Dividend Income              4,915.68            4,081.77  

    

Payments    

Previous years Grants made                 231.00   2,272.25 

Grants made              1,864.42   1,863.57 

Bank charges                   22.80   60.80  

Sub total               2,118.22   4,196.62  

    
Asset and investment 

purchases    

Purchase of M&G Charifund -  10,000.00  

    

Total payments              2,118.22   14,196.62  

    

Net of receipts/(payments) 2,797.46  -10,114.85 

Cash funds last year end               5,603.95   15,718.80  

Cash funds this year end              8,401.41   5,603.95  

    

Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period 31/03/2026 

    

Cash Funds - HSBC account   £8,401.41 

Funds on Charis for grants   £153.80 

    

Investment assets  Units 

Current 

Value 

M&G Charifund  5,174.396  £92,848.33 

    

Liabilities   Amount due 

Grants not paid at year end   - 

    
Signed by one or two trustees on behalf of all the trustees 

Signature Print name 

Date of 

approval 
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Furniss Coal Charity Distribution Winter 2025/2026 

33 households (27 households in 2024/2025) received support from the charity last 

winter with a totalling £2,485.42.  

We continued to use the online platform Charis to provide electronic vouchers.  

The options of support were available: 

1. Coal/Wood - Hawke Fuels supplied coal and logs up to the value of £66, 

which was delivered directly to 10 households. The amount should have 

been £77, but due to an administration error the amount given was 

incorrect.  They can also supply Liquified Petroleum Gas (LPG), but none was 

requested this year. 

2. PayPoint/Post Office Voucher - For those with pre-payment meters a top up 

voucher of £77 was issued via the Charis platform (total cost per voucher 

including company administration fee £80.60) redeemable from the Post 

Office or PayPoint locations. Households could then put the funds to fuel 

costs crediting their energy accounts. 5 households received this voucher.  

3. Energy Card - For those people with credit accounts and smartmeters an 

energy card for £77 was issued via the Charis platform (total cost per 

voucher including company administration fee £81.20). 15 households 

received these vouchers.  

4. Cheque - 3 households received direct assistance via cheque payment of 

£77 due to access issues.  

 

The referrals from Councillors were supplied as follow: 

District Councillor Number of Households 

supported 

Fuels provided 

District 1 Swain 2 1 x Coal/Wood 

1 x Cheque 

District 2 Stokes 3 2 x Coal 

1 x Prepaid Energy Card 

District 3 Rabey 2 1 x PayPoint Voucher 

1 x Energy Card 

District 4 Southcombe 8 4 x Coal 

1 x PayPoint Voucher 

3 x Prepaid Energy Card 

District 5 Douglas-Martin 6 1 x Coal/Wood 

1 x Cheque 

3 x Prepaid Energy Card 

1 x PayPoint Voucher 

District 6 Rich 12 2 x Coal 

2 x Post Office Voucher 

1 x Cheque 

7 x Prepaid Energy Card 
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View this email in your browser

Welcome to your new and improved Charity Commission Newsletter. Once a quarter, we’ll bring

you the latest regulatory news and important updates, alongside key support and guidance for

trustees.

In this edition:

Trustees’ Week - coming up in November

Key risks facing charities - new report

Support managing your finances 

Charity accounting rules - the latest SORP update

New Code of Fundraising Practice

Counting down to Trustees’ Week 3-7
November 2025

Trustees’ Week is an annual celebration of the

incredible impact made by you and your fellow

trustees - including the nearly one million

trustees from across the UK.
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Get involved by signing up to a wide range of

events across the week, which support trustees

with themes such as how to build your

confidence, navigate crisis and approach risk.

Your charity can also get involved by

downloading creative posts from our digital

toolkit to share across your comms channels.

Visit the Trustees’ Week
website

Key risks facing charities - new report

Last month we published the first annual Charity Sector Risk Assessment, produced to support

trustees and charity leaders to understand the risk landscape and support their decision making.

Drawing on a range of data and intelligence from annual returns and our casework, it identifies

systemic risks such as to financial resilience and to public benefit. We encourage charities to

consider the report as they review their own risks. It signposts a range of our relevant guidance to

support you.

Read the report

Support managing your finances

With growing evidence of financial pressures across the sector, our financial management

guidance is here to support you. Finances are the responsibility of all trustees, not just the

treasurer, and it’s important to be prepared for any situations that may arise. We’ve pulled

together a range of tools and resources to give you practical support including checklists, relevant

guidance and a financial health checker.
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Trustee Finance Toolkit

SORP - the charity accounting rules

Ahead of the publication of the new Charity SORP 2026, which is expected later this month, the 

SORP-making body has published an update blog.

It also wants to remind charities that they need to get ready for some critical changes to

requirements that are being introduced to the UK accounting standard that will apply to those

producing SORP accounts.

Read the blog

New Code of Fundraising Practice

The Fundraising Regulator's new Code of

Fundraising Practice comes into effect on 1

November 2025. The revised code is clearer,

more flexible and better suited to modern

fundraising. To support organisations in

applying the new code, they have published

a set of support guides. To find out more

about the key responsibilities for trustees and

how the new code interacts with the work of

the Charity Commission, sign up for the

Fundraising Regulator’s webinar on 6

November 2025.
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Sign up for the webinar

Reminders

Annual Returns – make sure you are prepared ahead of your charity’s filing deadline. Read

our guidance on how to submit your annual return. You can sign in to the online service

to file your annual return here.

Date for your diary – Charity Fraud Awareness Week 8 -12 December 2025

Copyright (C) 2025 The Charity Commission. All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:

No longer want to receive these emails? Unsubscribe

Subscribe Past Issues Translate

Page 13 of 23

https://www.linkedin.com/company/charity-commission-for-england-and-wales/posts/?feedView=all
https://www.linkedin.com/company/charity-commission-for-england-and-wales/posts/?feedView=all
https://x.com/ChtyCommission
https://x.com/ChtyCommission
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/charity-commission?utm_source=ccnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ffocus&utm_id=oct25
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/charity-commission?utm_source=ccnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ffocus&utm_id=oct25
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_W-yyxiOoR_O8XNKp38Q1-g
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/prepare-a-charity-annual-return?utm_source=ccnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ffocus&utm_id=oct25
https://my-charity-account.charitycommission.gov.uk/sign-in?utm_source=ccnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ffocus&utm_id=oct25
https://preventcharityfraud.org.uk/awareness-week/
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/charity-commission?utm_source=ccnews&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=ffocus&utm_id=oct25
https://campaign.us8.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=5cdb1eff535652cef72e32b25&id=072d97a070&t=b&e=8bded5e56e&c=a37f97583e
http://eepurl.com/jm3AwE
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=5cdb1eff535652cef72e32b25&id=072d97a070
javascript:;


View this email in your browser

Welcome to the Charity Commission Newsletter. Once a quarter, we bring you the latest

regulatory news and important updates, alongside key support and guidance for trustees.

In this edition:

Charity Commission welcomes a new Chair

Fundraising with confidence

Senedd and local elections - a message from our CEO

New guidance to support charities facing a hostile environment

Charity Commission welcomes a new Chair

In January, we welcomed our new Chair, Dame

Julia Unwin. With extensive experience in the

voluntary sector and of regulation, she will lead

the board in fulfilling the Commission’s statutory

duties and strategic priorities. Julia looks

forward to continuing her engagement with the

sector in the months ahead.

Find out more
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Fundraising with confidence
We have refreshed our fundraising guidance (CC20) to coincide with the updated Code of

Fundraising Practice, which came into effect in November 2025. The revised code is clearer, more

flexible and better suited to modern fundraising and our guidance complements this by focusing

on how to comply with your trustee duties when you fundraise from the public.

Read the guide

Senedd and local elections - a message from our CEO

Charities can campaign in support of their purposes, and the Commission stands firmly behind 

that right. But in doing so they must stay within the law including ensuring they remain 

independent of party politics. As elections approach, read thoughts from our CEO on what we 

expect from charities in their campaigning and political activity in the upcoming period. Find out 

what charities can expect from us in how we will regulate this activity, alongside links to our most 

relevant guidance.

Read the blog

New guidance to support charities facing
a hostile environment

Late last year we published new guidance

on how charities can respond when facing a

hostile environment. Read this to understand

how best to safeguard your people and

premises and where to find support. We also

updated our guidance on reporting serious

incidents to help explain when you should

report to us if your charity faces threats or

violence.  
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Read the new guidance

Recent news

During Ramadan and other times of increased public generosity, we promote tips for safer

giving.

The Fundraising Regulator has published new guidance on the use of AI in charitable

fundraising.

If you missed our Annual Public Meeting in December, it’s available to watch on our

YouTube channel.

Copyright (C) 2026 The Charity Commission. All rights reserved.
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Welcome to the Charity Commission Newsletter. Once a quarter, we bring you the latest

regulatory news and important updates, alongside key support and guidance for trustees.

In this edition:

Clearer guidance on conflicts of interest

Annual returns data: the headlines

In this edition:

Spot the scam be fraud aware

Preparing for the Charity SORP 2026

Clearer guidance on conflicts of
interest

We’ve published a redesigned version of our

conflicts of interest guidance – a core piece of

governance guidance that every trustee should

read. Our casework shows that trustees often

fail to recognise a conflict of interest, meaning

they don’t manage them properly.

The updated guidance makes it easier to spot

and deal with conflicts. It clearly explains why
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conflicts matter, uses practical examples from

real cases, and sets out a simple step by step

approach to identifying, declaring, managing

and recording conflicts.

Read the guide

Spot the scam, be fraud aware

The Charity Commission is urging trustees and their charities to stay safe from fraud. Criminals 

are becoming increasingly sophisticated, using emails, texts, phone calls and online platforms to 

deceive people into sharing personal information or making payments.  

Protect your charity by reading our guidance, reviewing your privacy settings, thinking about 

what identifiable information you share online such as email addresses and using strong, unique 

passwords for every account. Keeping software updated, and being wary of suspicious 

links, attachments or phone calls is also strongly advised.   

As a trustee or member of staff, you may also be personally at risk from such attempts. To help 

you stay safe, please take a few minutes to watch this video from the Met Police.

Watch now

Annual return data: £5bn more
spent on impact, but finances
remain tight

Charities across England and Wales

continue to have huge impact. Our analysis

of annual returns for 2024 found £100bn
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went towards delivering charitable aims,

helped by 1.6 million employees and 6

million volunteers. But some charities

continue to face financial pressures. Our

CEO, David Holdsworth advises these

trustees to act early and engage with our

range of guidance designed to support

charities facing financial challenges.

Read more

Preparing for the Charity SORP 2026

The Charity Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP) is effective from 1 January 2026. It has

been updated to align with changes to UK accounting standards and to improve transparency and

consistency in charity reporting. Charities that prepare accounts in accordance with the Charities

SORP should review the updated requirements and assess how they apply to their organisation.

The new requirements may require charities to amend existing accounting processes and

reporting arrangements. The main areas affected by changes to UK accounting standards relate

to income recognition and lease accounting.

Charities should seek advice from their auditors, independent examiners or professional advisers

where additional support is needed.

Prepare for the new SORP

Recent news

Dame Julia Unwin's first speech as Chair of the Charity Commission to Civil Society

Media's Trustee Exchange in London.

The Annual Return for those charities with financial year ending 2026, will be available

from 31 July, 2026.
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Does your charity employ staff? From April 2026, new employment laws came into force.

Access free guidance and support at business.gov.uk/employment-changes.

Martyn’s Law’ Regulation is coming in 2027. The Security Industry Authority is hosting

webinars on its draft guidance for premises, events and people affected by the new law. 

Learn more by signing up to a webinar here.
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View this email in your browser

Welcome to the Charity Commission Newsletter. Once a quarter, we bring you the latest

regulatory news and important updates, alongside key support and guidance for trustees.

In this edition:

Trustee & public research findings

The Charity Sector Risk Assessment 

DBS rule change for child-facing volunteers

Reminder: changes to account and 

examination thresholds

Our survey said - trustee & public research findings

Our latest public and trustee research reports have been

published. The findings from 2026 show that public trust

in charities remains strong, whilst one in four charities

has been affected by hostility linked to social divisions.

There are also updates on trustees’ understanding of

their responsibilities including conflicts of interest and

financial controls. Read the research and consider what

the findings mean for your charity's resilience,

governance and engagement with supporters.
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Read the research

Our second annual Charity Sector Risk Assesment

Our latest report is out now. It aims to help the sector and trustees spot emerging risks and 

consider what they may mean for their own charity. This year’s report highlights increasingly 

complex attempts to abuse charitable status - which can sometimes exploit gaps between 

regulators - and fast-moving risks linked to fraud, AI and safeguarding. We encourage trustees to 

use the report to inform board discussions, refresh risk registers and take early, proportionate 

action where needed.

Read the report

DBS rule change for child-facing volunteers

From 1 September 2026, child-facing volunteers may need an

Enhanced DBS check with a Children’s Barred List check. The

change mainly applies to volunteers who directly teach, train,

coach, care for or supervise children often enough to meet the

regulated activity rules. This could include youth groups,

sports coaching, playgroups and children’s activities. Charities

should review affected roles, update safeguarding and

recruitment processes, and identify any new checks needed

from 1 September 2026.

Read the DBS guidelines

Reminder: changes to accounts and examination thresholds

Following a public consultation last year, the Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS)

announced changes to accounting thresholds to help reduce costs and administrative effort for

smaller charities. This is a reminder that these changes will come into effect on 30 September

2026 and will apply to accounting years that end on or after 30 September 2026.

Read more

Recent News
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The Annual Return for those charities with a financial year ending 2026, is now available.
You must submit your annual return withing 10 months of the end of your financial year.

Do your supporters fundraise for you? We’ve teamed up with the fundraising regulator to
publish public guidance for anyone planning to raise money for charity.

Read the blog - Measuring public trust in charities: why the research matters.

Save the date: our Annual Public Meeting is on Thursday 15 October 2026, 12.45pm -
2.00pm. Click here to receive an online joining link or to register your interest in attending
in person.
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