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TRURO CITY COUNCIL 

 

 Town Clerk’s Department 
Municipal Buildings 
Boscawen Street 
Truro   TR1 2NE 
Tel.  (01872) 274766 
www.truro.gov.uk 
email: info@truro.gov.uk 

MEETING OF TRURO CITY COUNCIL HELD ON 
MONDAY 27 JULY 2026 at 7.00 pm  

in the Council Chamber, Municipal Buildings, Boscawen Street, Truro 
  

PRESENT: The Mayor (Honorary Freeman Wells),  
Councillors: Biscoe, Mrs Carlyon, Claxton, Douglas-Martin, Ellis, Knuckey, Nolan, Pascoe, 
Sunderhauf, Swain, Tann, Tucker, and Wetherill. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Collins-Rajna, Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons, Green, La Borde, 
Mepham, Rabey, Rich, Taylor, and Webb, 
ABSENT: Councillor Southcombe. 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: David Rodda MBE (Town Clerk), Rev. Andy Boorne (Mayor’s Chaplain), and 
Cheryl Simpson (Committee Clerk). 
ALSO PRESENT: Martin Gaunt and Jayne Kirkham MP 
 

PRAYERS 
The Mayor’s Chaplain said prayers.  
 

1.      COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
i. Apologies were noted. 
ii. The Mayor reported that Councillors Joseph Taylor and John Ellis had been elected 

to Boscawen and Redannick and Tregolls wards respectively. Councillor Ellis was 
welcomed to the meeting.        26/493 

 
2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND ANY DISPENSATIONS  

Councillor Sunderhauf 
declaration of interest as a 
University of Exeter 
employee and member of 
University and College Union 
 

Item 11e. Correspondence 
– Email dated 22.07.26 from 
County Executive Officer, 
CALC re. staff cuts at the 
University of Exeter 
Tremough Campus 

To leave the room during 
this item 

Councillor Pascoe 
declaration of interest as 
Director of CALC 

Item 11 d and e 
Correspondence emails 
from CALC 

To stay in the room during 
this item 

             26/494 
 
3. MINUTES 
  
 (i) It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Swain, and 

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Council Meeting held on 29 June 2026 were 
considered a correct record.        26/495 

 
(ii) It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 29 May 2026 were 
considered a correct record.        26/496 

 
4. OPEN SESSION FOR CORNWALL COUNCILLORS  

Councillor Nolan, Cornwall Councillor for Boscawen and Redannick 
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Councillor Nolan noted that with the appointment of the new Prime Minister, Andy 
Burnham MP, there was concern that Cornwall might be forced to accept a Mayor; a letter 
had been written by Cornwall Council and a response was awaited. Cornwall Council had 
accepted an invitation to take part in a pilot scheme for strategic authorities involving the 
transfer of economic and transport powers. Cornwall Council was working with Homes 
England on a memorandum of understanding to unlock funding to deliver affordable 
housing. Planning committee reform was ongoing: the outcome to be implemented Spring 
2027. The consultation on the planning guide was ongoing. A memorandum of 
understanding had been signed with Brittany to facilitate trade and would be signed the 
following week. He understood that Cornish would still be used on Cornwall Council official 
paperwork. Finally, he had requested for a gate or railing to be installed at the bottom of 
Morlaix Avenue and the design was awaited. He looked forward to the completion of the 
Lemon Quay project. 
 
Concern was raised regarding the potential development of part of the County Farm 
estate for housing which might detrimentally impact food security, remove land from 
production and reduce opportunities for farming entrants. Councillor Nolan acknowledged 
these concerns and the issue of blight and agreed to raise these concerns with the 
relevant Portfolio-Holder. Concern was also raised that a greater workload might fall onto 
town and parish councils and their planning committees following changes to the 
validation guide subject to the ongoing public consultation; he agreed to follow this matter 
up. 
 
Councillor La Borde, Cornwall Councillor for Gloweth, Malabar & Shortlanesend 
Councillor La Borde was not present at the meeting. 

 
Councillor Rich Cornwall Councillor for Tregolls 
Councillor Rich was not present at the meeting. 
 
Councillor Webb Cornwall Councillor for Moresk and Trehaverne 
Councillor Webb was not present at the meeting.     26/497 

 
5. OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO 

Mr Martin Gaunt operated three retail outlets in Truro and paid non-domestic rates and BID 
levy. He explained that previously non-domestic rate payers were automatically members 
of the company, and each member held one vote. At the last AGM when the Totally Truro 
and Newham BIDs were separated, the articles were changed and members were 
stripped of their voting rights. He noted there was no clear explanation of this change 
before it was voted upon and there was poor attendance at the meeting. He had 
requested to the BID that voting rights be returned but he had been refused and no reason 
was provided. He suggested that this situation was poor and not best practice and 
remarked members of other BIDs retained voting rights. Further, he had met 160 businesses 
which hadn’t realised this change. 130 large and small retailers had signed a petition (1 
refusal) requesting that voting rights be reinstated. He invited the City Council to sign the 
petition also. 
 
Jayne Kirkham MP for Truro and Falmouth reported that the Houses of Parliament were 
currently in recess. She continued to meet the Town Clerk and Mayor as regularly as 
possible. She continued to raise the matters of parking, and the Moorfield carpark 
particularly. She referred to a memorandum of understanding with Homes England hoping 
that development would begin soon on the Pydar Street site and there would be new 
homes built by 2030. She looked forward to the culmination of the Lemon Quay project. In 
Parliament various bills had been passed, and she was pleased to have been reappointed 
Parliamentary Private Secretary to the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs 
and she hoped to continue to support farmers and fishers. She commented that following a 
time of turbulence she looked forward to supporting her area as best she could on matters 
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important to Cornwall. She would be contacting the relevant minister to ensure that 
devolution worked for Cornwall (but not via a mayoral authority).   26/498 
 

6. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
The Town Clerk apologised that he had not provided a written report due to holiday 
commitments. He highlighted a number of key issues as follows:  Three public conveniences 
at Lower Lemon Street, Green Street and the Leats had recently been temporarily closed 
due to a blockage caused by sunglasses being flushed down damaging pipework, 
cleaning with the content of the drains and a roof-fall; these public conveniences were 
now open again. The public convenience estate was in the process of being reviewed. It 
was suggested that the Council consider developing a ‘free’ toilet facilities scheme (similar 
to Penzance) whereby the Council worked with local businesses in the City Centre to 
advertise facilities which were available to use by members of the public. He had visited 
the new Boscawen Park Pavillion development earlier that day and noted that the 
completion date had been further delayed until the second week of August. There would 
be no impact on the budget. Under Para. 5.1.7 of the Council’s Financial Regulations, 
which enabled the Town Clerk to raise matters as an emergency, he reported that the 
Planning Committee at its meeting on 23 July recommended to Council that a 
Neighbourhood Priority Statement be developed in partnership with Kenwyn Parish Council 
so each Council’s document could be aligned and £25,000 be allocated from reserves to 
engage a consultant for the development of a Neighbourhood Priority Statement.  Due to 
timescale this recommendation could not wait until the next Council meeting in 
September. Cornwall Council currently used the Truro and Kenwyn Neighbourhood Plan to 
inform Cornwall Council’s Local Plan; however, the new Neighbourhood Priority Statements 
would be used to inform the forthcoming Local Plan. Previously Kenwyn Parish Council and 
Truro City Council had developed a joint Neighbourhood Development Plan, but the 
general feeling now was that due to the limited size of the Neighbourhood Priority 
Statement, Kenwyn and Truro should produce separate but aligned documents at the 
same time. The draft document was required to be ready by June 2027 for a 6-week public 
consultation, and the final document should be ready by October 2027. Consultation with 
residents would be necessary and workshops would also need to take place. This work was 
not factored in current work plans or schedules, and this type of work could not be 
undertaken in-house.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Tann, and 
RESOLVED that: 

1. A specific Neighbourhood Priority Statement for the Parish of Truro be developed but 
that it undertakes this work in partnership with Kenwyn Parish Council so that the 
documents can be aligned. 

2. £25,000 be allocated from reserves to engage a consultant for the development of 
a Neighbourhood Priority Statement.       26/499 

 
The report was noted.          26/500 
       

7. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR 
The Mayor’s report was noted.        26/501 
 

8. VERBAL OR WRITTEN PORTFOLIO REPORTS OF MEETINGS OR CONFERENCES ATTENDED BY MEMBERS  
Councillor Mrs Carlyon provided an entertaining report of her attendance as a private 
shareholder (the only shareholder present), at the recent Pennon Group AGM held in 
Bristol. The meeting was marked by a lack of attendance, and, despite submitting 
questions in advance, a lack of detail provided about issues such as about future sewage 
treatment provision in Truro. She referred to the ever-increasing water bills, continued 
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flooding incidents, the cost of the CEO’s security protection and the CEO’s attendance at 
a parliamentary select committee. A great number of town and parish councils had 
recently passed no confidence votes in South West Water and it was suggested that the 
shareholder dividend and staff bonuses should be reduced. A second sewage works was 
also needed in Truro. 
 
Councillor Pascoe reported he had attended a CALC meeting as a director and the board 
had recently amended, modernised and improved the Articles with plain English and this 
information was available on the CALC website. 
 
The Mayor reported he had also attended the meeting of CALC where changes to the 
Articles were agreed including changing the length of term of directors, so they were co-
terminus with council terms. He had also attended a CALC Larger Councils meeting with 
the Deputy Town Clerk on 16 July and received presentations on counterterrorism, Visit 
Cornwall and Cornwall Flood Forum.       26/502 
 

9.  QUESTION TIME PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER NO. 6K – WRITTEN 
QUESTIONS ONLY 
None.             26/503 

 
10. CORRESPONDENCE          
 The Mayor agreed to consider Item 11 before Item 10. 
 

a. An email dated 30.06.26 from a member of the public about ‘The People’s 
Emergency Briefing’ film produced by the National Emergency Briefing initiative was 
noted.           26/504 

 
It was discussed whether or not Truro City Council host a screening of the National 
Emergency Briefing Film. A link to this film (aimed at 16+) and a trailer had been circulated 
to all Councillors. It was noted that the film had not been produced by Central 
Government. Some Members had already seen the film and, whilst stating that it was 
uncomfortable viewing, noted there were positive messages provided by scientists. The 
importance of positive outcomes was highlighted. It was advocated that people could 
view the film and share concerns and potential solutions afterwards. The Town Clerk noted 
that this was not a decision he could make as Town Clerk, but Council could make a 
decision under the Council’s general power of competence. There would be a cost in 
terms of staff and facilities. Consideration would also need to be given to structure for such 
an event because debate and discussion following the film would need to be facilitated. 
 
A motion moved by Councillor Wetherill and seconded by Councillor Sunderhauf, to 
delegate to the Town Clerk to arrange Truro City Council to host a screening of the 
National Emergency Briefing Film to councillors - and staff if manageable, was lost. 
             26/505 
 
b. An email dated 06.07.26 from a local business person regarding Totally Truro Ltd/ 
Truro BID was noted.          26/506 
 
The Council was asked to consider supporting a petition organised by Mr Martin Gaunt – 
see Minute/498 above.  Councillors had earlier on in the meeting been provided with some 
background information by Mr Gaunt. It was suggested that the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee could consider the matter in a briefing paper at its next meeting in 
September, but it was felt that this would cause too much delay. Instead, it was suggested 
that a meeting be arranged with Mr Gaunt and the BID to try to come to some consensus. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Nolan, seconded by Councillor Biscoe, and 
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RESOLVED that the Mayor and Town Clerk meet with Mr Martin Gaunt and Totally Truro 
Business Improvement District to try to resolve the situation raised by the petition. 26/507 
 
c. An email dated 08.07.26 from Newquay Lions and Community Carnival Committee 
thanking the Town Crier for attending the community event was noted.   26/508 
 
d. An email dated 20.07.26 from Cornwall Association of Local Councils inviting town 
and parish councils to attend an on-line information session about Community Energy was 
noted. An email from Cornwall Council had been circulated to Members with a link to the 
information session.           26/509 
 
[Councillor Sunderhauf left the meeting at 20:20.] 
 
e. An email dated 22.07.26 from County Executive Officer, CALC regarding staff cuts at 
the University of Exeter Tremough Campus was noted.      26/510 

 
 It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Douglas-Martin, and 

RESOLVED that a letter be written to the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Exeter advising 
that the planned staff cuts at the University of Exeter Tremough Campus would be ill-
advised and detrimental to young people if any department was undermanned or closed. 

             26/511 
 
 [Councillor Sunderhauf returned to the meeting at 20:26.]      
 
11. AGENDA ITEMS 
a. Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee Meeting held 2 July 2026 were noted. 

26/512 
 

b. Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee Meeting held 7 July 2026 were noted. 
             26/513 

 
i. Minute PK/26/412 Land at Hillcrest Avenue 
Councillors considered a request for the Council to seek to take on an area of verge in Hillcrest 
Avenue which had been damaged by cars parking there. It was also proposed to plant trees 
there. During a lively discussion some Councillors considered that the City Council should step 
in where Cornwall Council would not help and request that this land be devolved to the City 
Council, as had happened in other areas of the Parish. Other councillors expressed concern 
that a precedent might be set, and if this continued, this might lead to similar requests and 
cumulative unbudgeted costs to the City Council leading to an increase in precept. Potential 
costing information was not available, but the Town Clerk advised that, based on previous 
experience, the Council’s bill for legal fees for transfer of land might be around £6,000. 
Members emphasised the importance of understanding potential costs before considering 
whether or not to take on additional land responsibilities. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Nolan, seconded by Councillor Tann, and 
RESOLVED that the proposed project of taking on the land and proposed trees at Hillcrest 
Avenue, Truro be referred back to the Parks and Amenities Committee for further 
consideration together with costing information.      26/514 

 
c. Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee Meeting held 13 July 2026 were 

noted.            26/515 
 

d. Notes of the Land at Comprigney Hill (Coosebean) Steering Group held 20 July 2026 were 
noted.  
i. Minute LCH/26/5 Terms of Reference 
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and 
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RESOLVED that the amended terms of reference be adopted.   26/516 
 
ii. Minute LCH/26/6 Membership 
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Sunderhauf, and 
RESOLVED that the Friends of Coosebean be requested to nominate two representatives 
including a substitute in the event that a representative was unable to attend.  26/517 
 
iii. Minute LCH/26/7 Preliminary Ecological Appraisal and Biodiversity Net Gain Metric 
Baseline  
The Town Clerk said that one entry point to the land was blocked and not used but there was 
another entry point suitable for vehicles approached by a tarmacked lane. There were 
multiple pedestrian access points. A map would be circulated to Councillors for information 
following the meeting. He added that the planting of field trees would not impede the cutting 
of fields for hay in his view. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Sunderhauf, seconded by Councillor Tann, and 
RESOLVED that: 
1. Having considered the report of the Council’s consultant, Cornwall Environmental 
Consultants Ltd, the Group will consider the recommendations further at its next meeting, 
together with the Friends of Coosebean, with a view to developing a consultation plan to 
feed into the development of a management plan for the land at Comprigney Hill 
(Coosebean). 
2. Authority be delegated to the Parks and Amenities Manager to enable the Countryside 
Ranger Team to manage the fields from August 2026 onwards for the winter months, in line 
with the report’s guidance and recommendations as outlined above and within existing Parks 
budget.           26/518 
 

e.  Appointment of Members  
i. To appoint a Member to the Parks and Amenities Committee to fill a vacancy 
It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Swain, and 
RESOLVED that Councillor Taylor be appointed to fill the vacancy on the Parks and 
Amenities Committee for 2026/27.       26/519 
 
ii. To appoint a Member to the Planning and Licensing Committee to replace 
Councillor Tann 
Following a report that Councillor Collins-Rajna had resigned from the Planning and 
Licensing Committee due to being unable to attend Thursday evening meetings, it was 
proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and 
RESOLVED that Councillor Ellis replace Councillor Collins-Rajna and Councillor Tann remain 
appointed to the Planning and Licensing Committee for 2026/27.   26/520 
 

iii. To appoint a Member to the John Cooper Furniss Charity  
It was noted that neither Boscawen and Redannick or Malabar Wards were currently 
represented. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Douglas-Martin, and 
RESOLVED that Councillor Taylor be appointed to the John Cooper Furniss Charity 2026-
2029.            26/521 
 
iv. To appoint two Members to the Truro-Morlaix Twinning Association to fill two 
vacancies 
No nominations to fill the vacancies were forthcoming. Councillors were requested to send 
any future expressions of interest to the Town Clerk’s Office.    26/522 
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f. Review of Procedural Guidance 
 

i. Task and Finish Group 
It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Swain, and 
RESOLVED that a task and finish group be established to review Procedural Guidance. 
            26/523 
 

ii. Terms of Reference 
Draft terms of reference for the task and finish group were considered. Paragraph 3.2 was 
amended by the addition of “invite and” before “receive”.  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Swain, and 
RESOLVED that the draft Terms of Reference, as amended, be approved.   26/524 
 

iii. Membership 
It was proposed by Councillor Sunderhauf, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and 
RESOLVED that Councillors Biscoe, Douglas-Martin, Swain, Tann and Wetherill be appointed to 
the Review of Procedural Guidance Task and Finish Group.     26/525 
 

g. Planning Consultation - Draft Validation Guide 
[Councillor Biscoe left the meeting at 21:00.] 
 
Cornwall Council was consulting upon changes to their Planning Validation Guide the deadline 
for which was 7 August 2026. It was noted that there were two sets of requirements: national 
requirements set by legislation and local requirements set by the Local Planning Authority 
Cornwall Council (also known as the local list). The validation guide was used by the Local 
Planning Authority to determine if they had the required information. The new document was a 
web-based document including links to different types of application so Cornwall Council 
could not provide a document setting out the proposed changes. The consultation sought 
comments on the format, asked whether anything was missing and requested general 
comments. Councillors were asked to send any comments to the Chairperson of the Planning 
and Licensing Committee by 3 August 2026. 
 
Concern was expressed that, if the proposed changes went ahead, an additional burden of 
work would fall on firstly, the Planning and Licensing Committee to take account of the City 
Council’s local list and, secondly, members of staff to maintain that list. 
 
[Councillor Biscoe returned to the meeting at 21:03.] 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Douglas-Martin, and 
RESOLVED that authority be delegated to the Town Clerk to finalise a response to the 
consultation on behalf of Truro City Council, following consultation with the Chairperson of the 
Planning and Licensing Committee.        26/526 
 

h. Review of Health and Safety Policy Statement 
It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Sunderhauf, and  
RESOLVED that the Health and Safety Policy Statement be approved.   26/527 
 
It was noted that approval of the revised Policy Statement was the first stage of a wider 
governance review of the Council’s health and safety framework.    26/528 

 
12. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

It was proposed by Councillor Douglas-Martin, seconded by Councillor Sunderhauf, and  
RESOLVED that in accordance with S1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public will be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
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following items by reason of their confidential or special nature: contracts and business.  
             26/529 

  
13. Finance and General Purposes Committee 13 July 2026 
 Minute F/26/450 Internal Auditor 

It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and  
RESOLVED that to option 1 be appointed Internal Auditor.     26/530 
 
The independence of the internal auditor was noted.      26/531 
 
Councillors suggested that the Town Clerk could provide the Internal Auditor additional 
tasks without consulting Council in advance. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Sunderhauf, and  
RESOLVED to delegate authority to the Town Clerk to give the Internal Auditor additional 
tasks in 2026 – 2027 including to review the Council’s new website in relation to the 
Transparency Code and accessibility, without the need for consulting Council in advance.
            26/532 

 
14. Victoria Gardens Lodge - Essential Refurbishment 

Members considered a report on the proposed coordinated refurbishment of this Council-
owned residential property in Victoria Gardens. A project plan was considered. The Town 
Clerk noted that the Facilities, Estates and Compliance Manager had been awaiting 
responses and prices from contractors before the plan could be finalised. Questions were 
asked about the plan and answers provided. The Town Clerk undertook to circulate 
information about the life expectancy of the works to Councillors in due course. 
 
[Councillor Mrs Carlyon left the meeting at 21:18.] 

 
It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Tann, and 

 RESOLVED that: 
1. The refurbishment of Victoria Gardens Lodge as set out in the Project Plan be 
approved. 
2. A drawdown of up to £42,178 excluding VAT from the Lodge and Municipal Buildings 
ear-marked reserves to fund the refurbishment, including a 10% contingency be approved. 

26/533 
 
15.  READMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Tann, and  
RESOLVED that the press and public be permitted to re-join the meeting following the 
conclusion of the confidential items.        26/534 

 
16. DATE FOR NEXT MEETING AND ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
 28 September 2026 
 

Items for future meetings: 
i. Review Of Truro Regeneration Company CIC Three-Year Options Analysis  26/535 

 
17. COMMON SEAL          

It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Swain, and  
RESOLVED that the Common Seal be affixed to any document or documents necessary to 
give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this Meeting.   26/536 

 
The meeting closed at 21:22. 
 

------------------------------------------ MAYOR 


