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Town Clerk

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 7 JULY 2026
AT 7.00 PM IN THE TRAINING ROOM, FIRST FLOOR, LIBRARY BUILDING, UNION PLACE, TRURO

PRESENT: Councillors La Borde (Chairperson), Claxton, Green, Rabey, Rich
(Deputy Mayor), Southcombe, and Tann.
APOLOGIES: Councillors Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons and Honorary

Freeman Wells (Mayor) and Webb (Chairperson Finance and
General Purposes Committee).

ABSENT: Mepham.

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Richard Budge (Parks and Amenities Manager), Adrian Card (Building
and Facilities Supervisor) and Cheryl Simpson (Committee Clerk).

1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

The apologies were noted. PK/26/402
2, DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None. PK/26/403
3. OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA -

VERBAL QUESTIONS

None. PK/26/404
4, MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee Meeting
held on 8 June 2026 were a correct record and signed. PK/26/405

5. CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT
None. PK/26/406

6. CORRESPONDENCE
a. The email dated 02.06.26 regarding a potential temporary sculpture trail
from Cornwall Wildlife Trust was noted. The Parks and Amenities Manager
reported that he would be arranging a site visit at Boscawen Park in due
course. PK/26/407

[Councillor Tann arrived in the meeting at 19:03.]

7. INFORMAL TOUR, INSPECTION AND MEETING MONDAY 6 JULY 2026
The report on the tour, inspection and informal meeting was tabled at the
meeting, and Councillors adjourned the meeting while they read the report.
Councillors welcomed the opportunity fo view the well-maintained facilities
and amenities and meet members of staff. The Parks and Amenities Manager
understood that the old changing rooms had been demolished as planned
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10.

following the construction of the new Boscawen Park Pavillion. The report was
noted. PK/26/408

HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK - PARKS AND AMENITIES DEPARTMENT

This regular item was normally considered at February and July Committee

meetings.

i. Training of Staff

The Parks and Amenities Manager reported the latest franche of training was

drawing to a close, with tractor refresher training taking place next week and

mower training taking place earlier ftoday and tomorrow. E-training was on

hold until the autumn pending the current peak of summer work. % of the

training budget had been committed to date. The report was noted. PK/26/409

ii. Parks and Amenities Department — Report of any Recent Accidents

The Parks and Amenities Manager presented the infographic provided by the

Facilities, Estates and Compliance Manager which reflected the Council as a

whole. He reported the Council’s internal reporting system had been

modernised and a mobile application was available with QR codes posted

up on Council staff accommodation. The report was noted. PK/26/410

i Shop Steward - Ben Minns, Unite Representative and Unite Health and

Safety Representative - Unite Representative to report

The Parks and Amenities Manager, in the absence of the Unite representative,

reported there were no issues to be raised. In response to a query about the

recent heatwave weather, he reported staff could arrange with managers to

start work earlier or later although some jobs such as mowing in a residential

area had to be undertaken at a reasonable hour. Sun cream, hats and water

coolers were provided, and staff were actively encouraged to take hydration

breaks. Staff could also wear shorts unless full Personal Protective Equipment

(PPE) was required for specific tasks. The report was noted. PK/26/411

LAND AT HILLCREST AVENUE

At the request of Councillor Nolan, the Committee considered a request to
take on responsibility of verges in Hillcrest Avenue from Cornwall Council and
to take on a tree planting scheme. The Parks and Amenities Manager
recommended the area not be taken on because there was no available
budget, the area was outside of the Council’s cutting regime, the area
concerned was already damaged by vehicles, potential future maintenance
costs and the Council already struggled to keep up with its existing grass
cutting programme.

It was proposed by Councillor Rabey, seconded by Councillor Claxton, and
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that it does not accept the responsibility of
taking on the land and proposed frees at Hillcrest Avenue, Truro. PK/26/412

MURAL AT VICTORIA GARDENS STAFF ACCOMMODATION

The Building and Facilities Supervisor reported the Victoria Gardens Office
Building was due for external redecoration to improve the working
environment and enhance the appearance of the facility. As part of this work
an opportunity had been identified to incorporate a feature mural on two of
the external walls. Example designs were circulated at the meeting. The cost
of redecoration without a mural was about £1.5K. The Committee welcomed
the inclusion of a mural provided it fitted with the ambiance of Victoria
Gardens; a link to the history of Truro and to the up-coming 150" Anniversary
of the City of Truro was supported. The inclusion of the Leats in the mural
(which ran close by to the Gardens) was also suggested. It was noted the
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11.

12.

13.

Council would need to make the walls good before a mural could be
applied. A resolved decision was requested due to timescale.

It was proposed by Councillor Claxton, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and

RESOLVED:

1. The external refurbishment and redecoration of the Victoria Gardens

Office Building be approved.

2. The inclusion of a feature wall mural within the decoration scheme,

subject to design and budget approval, be approved. PK/26/413

It was proposed by Councillor Claxton, seconded by Councillor Tann, and

RESOLVED that authority be delegated to the Town Clerk, Facilities, Estates

and Compliance Manager and Parks and Amenities Manager to commission

a mural based on the viaduct design (incorporating the Leats). PK/26/414

[Councillor Rich arrived at the meeting at 19:30.]

MID-TERM TRURO CITY COUNCIL SURPLUS PLANT SALE 15 JULY 2026

The Parks and Amenities Manager reported there was a small surplus of plants
left over from the summer planting displays and hanging basket etc scheme.
Money raised from this plant sale would be added to the Council’s funds.

It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Green, and

RESOLVED to hold a surplus Truro City Council plant sale on Wednesday 15 July
2026 09:00 — 15:00 at Fozzards Field Nursery. PK/26/415

END OF YEAR PLANT SALE 3 OCTOBER 2024
The Committee was asked to nominate a cause to allocate monies raised
from the annual end of year plant sale.

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Tann, and

RESOLVED that the Mayor’s Charity, Young People Cornwall, be nominated to

receive the monies from the end of year plant sale on Saturday 3 October

2026. PK/26/416

WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEE

(i) Truro Nature Recovery Forum Meeting 16 June 2026

The Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum meeting held on 16 June 2026

were noted. The Committee Clerk was thanked for her work in support of the

Forum. PK/26/417

It was proposed by Councillor Southcombe, seconded by Councillor Rabey,
and
RESOLVED that the draft Forum workplan be approved. PK/26/418

(li) Land at Comprigney Hill Steering Group Meeting

The Parks and Amenities Manager reported that the specialist environmental

report which had been commissioned by the Council had been received and

the next meeting was scheduled for 20 July 2026. A copy of the report would

be circulated to the Steering Group with the programme for the meeting.

Noted. PK/26/419
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14.

15.

STANDING ITEMS
a. Boscawen Park - Dredging of Swanpool — Update
A project plan was being developed. A waste licence to spread the
dredgings on Council land had been granted. Discussions with potential
contractors were on-going. Identification of a contractor was difficult due
to the complexities of the site. The Parks and Amenities Manager was due
to meet a contractor on site the following week. The plan was still to spread
the sludge on the new cemetery and allotment fields. The update was
noted. PK/26/420

b. Towns Fund Deal Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project and Pitch
Improvement Works Update
The fencing works had begun and should be completed by August. The
immediate tree works and Riverside Walk resurfacing works were complete.
An alternative route to connect rainwater drainage from the building to
the existing drainage system was being investigated. The temporary post of
Pavillion Manager had been filled, and a full business plan would be
produced for the Council’'s 2027/2028 budget setting process. The
Council's contractor had completed the pitch drainage work and were
now undertaking contracted maintenance functions. The playing surface
currently met English Football League standards. The appropriate
equipment had been purchased to maintain the area to improved
standards was covered by the Parks budget. In response to a query, the
Parks and Amenities Manager reassured Councillors that the solar panels
on the left-hand side of the roof of the Pavillion should remain in situ; if any
individual unit was damaged by a cricket ball it would be replaced as
necessary. The other side of the roof was shaded by neighbouring trees.
The update report was noted. PK/26/421

c. Swing Bridge Project Update
Cornwall Council was progressing the relevant consenting process and a
revised planning application was expected shortly. Details about the
scope and scale of the infrastructure were awaited because part of the
foundations would need fo be located on City Council land. The
Committee noted the update report. PK/26/422

INFORMATION ITEMS

The Parks and Amenities Manager reiterated his apology that he had
inadvertently provided misinformation at the last meeting: he confirmed Biffa
did not currently use glyphosate, but they had used a foam stream mix. He
drew attention to the recent complaints received, noting the grass cutting
team was currently unable to keep up with the rate of grass growth.
Councillors were reminded that, as part of Budget reductions agreed by
Council in January, the grass cutting team was reduced by one member of
staff and one member of staff was away on long-term sickness leave. Just
recently, a temporary member of staff had joined the team to assist with grass
cutting duties etc. It was noted the Parks Team were concentrating on
maintaining Truro Public Cemetery that week. He highlighted the positive
contribution made by the seasonal staff this year noting the summer planting
display was particularly impressive. In response to a query, he advised while
the Grass Cutting Team had a particular grass cutting route it was not
practical to publish it in advance because it was weather dependant and
could quickly become out-of-date. The management of residents’
expectations was highlighted as a particular issue for Council
communications. The report was noted. PK/26/423
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16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7 September 2026. The Chairman reported her apologies for this meeting. PK/26/424

17. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
Q1 Expenditure to Budget Summary 2025-26, Truro Public Cemetery
Management Plan, Wider Ponds and Wetland Policy, Development Plan for
Play Areas (including replacement play equipment), Review of (dogs on lead)
Cemetery Regulations (March 2027), review boules/pétanque piste
fees/bookings (June 2027). PK/26/425

The meeting closed at 19:55.

CHAIRMAN
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