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EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF TRURO CITY COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY 29 JUNE 2025 at 6.30 pm
in the Council Chamber, Municipal Buildings, Boscawen Street, Truro

PRESENT: The Mayor (Honorary Freeman Wells),

Councillors: Biscoe, Mrs Carlyon, Claxton, Collins-Rajna, Douglas-Martin, Knuckey,
Pascoe, Rabey, Swain, Tann, Tucker, Webb and Wetherill.

ALSO PRESENT: Cornwall Councillor Alvey.

APOLOGIES: Councillors Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons, Green, La Borde
Rich, Southcombe, and Sunderhauf.

ABSENT: Councillors Mepham and Nolan.

Also in Attendance: David Rodda MBE, Town Clerk and Cheryl Simpson, Committee
Clerk.

1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
Apologies were noted. 26/312

2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND ANY DISPENSATIONS
None. 26/313

3. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - VERBAL QUESTIONS (15 minutes)
Lieutenant Commander Brookes RN was unable to attend the meeting, but
Cornwall Councillor Alvey addressed the Committee in his capacity as
Member Forces Champion and Chairman of the Affiliation Working Group.
HMS Tamar was described as an off-shore river class patrol vessel and the
original intention was that it be jointly affiliated with the Cities of Plymouth and
Truro, but Plymouth declined and it was affiliated to Cornwall Council in
addition to Truro. HMS Tamar took its responsibilities seriously and promoted
Cornwall when it was in port. Cornish businesses sent Cornish products to HMS
Tamar especially at Christmas time and products were promoted at civic
events. He described HMS Tamar's characteristics of adaptability and
endurance. HMS Tamar has a large open deck on which various equipment
could be operated depending on its role.

For the last 5 years it had operated in the Pacific Ocean, and it had carried
out a range of activities including anti-smuggling, humanitarian, counter-
terrorism and ordinance disposal and supporting other Royal Naval assets. On
social media @_tamar on X. There were 75 crew with 2 watches on board
and 1 on rotation in the UK. He and the Mayor had met with Commander
Lindsey shortly after he had taken command in October 2025. The prospect
of receiving freedom of the City of Truro was viewed as a great honour by
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HMS Tamar. Commodore Kirkwood also wished to attend in an official
capacity at an official event to mark the occasion.

During a question and answer session it was noted that the Royal Navy had
offered in-kind support which was to be firmed up such as road closure
support. If freedom was granted the personnel had the right to parade
through the City. 26/314

HONORARY FREEDOM OF THE CITY OF TRURO

Councillors were reminded that Council had previously agreed to grant
freedom to HMS Tamar but in order to comply with the requirements of the
Local Government Act s249 an Extra Ordinary meeting was required to confer
that honour. It was the culmination of a process which had spanned several
mayoralties.

During discussion a number of matters were raised. In response to a question
about the cost the Town Clerk said that road closures might cost about £3k
but this was dependent on whether there was a whole or part-day event. This
did not take account of any support the Royal Navy might be able to provide
and reduce the cost. Other activities such as a market or fair might be built
around an event, so it was difficult at this stfage to provide a firm cost figure. It
was suggested that a link with Cornwall Council which covered the whole of
Cornwall rather than just the City of Truro might be more appropriate. Links to
Army and RAF bodies were highlighted. It was suggested that the Rifles
(affiliated to, and previously granted the freedom of, the City of Truro) could
be invited to attend a parade.

[Councillor Sunderhauf arrived at 18:54.]

It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that, pursuant to section 249 of the Local Government Act 1972 (as
amended), the Council confers the Honorary Freedom of the City of Truro
upon HMS Tamar in recognition of its long-standing relationship with the City

and the service of its crew. 26/315
CORRESPONDENCE

Q. A copy of a Navy News article on HMS Tamar visit to the Pitcairn Islands
was noted. 26/316

COMMON SEAL

It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that the Common Seal be affixed to any document or documents
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this
Meeting. 26/317

The meeting closed at 18:57.

MAYOR
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