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MEETING OF TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM (TNRF) HELD ON 
TUESDAY 16 JUNE 2025 at 7.03 pm  

in the Large Community Room, Second Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro 
  

PRESENT: Councillors: Southcombe (Chairman), and La Borde, and Sunderhauf. 
External Members: Ms Sue Allen. 
ABSENT: Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin (Treffry Residents’ Association) and John Faragher 
(Friends of Daubuz Moor). 
ALSO PRESENT: None. 
APOLOGIES: Councillors Honorary Freeman Wells (Mayor), Rich and Ms Jade Neville 
(Friends of Coosebean and Cornwall Wildlife Trust) 
Also in Attendance: Richard Budge, Parks and Amenities Manager, Anna Cormie, 
Assistant Countryside Ranger, Stephen Kirkpatrick Head Countryside Ranger, and Cheryl 
Simpson, Committee Clerk. 
 
1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

Noted.        NRF/26/261 
 

2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None.         NRF/26/262 
 

3. MINUTES 
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor La Borde, and  
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum Meeting held 
on 28 April 2026 were signed as a correct record.  NRF/26/263 

4.   TERMS OF REFERENCE 
The Forum’s Terms of Reference were reviewed. The Committee Clerk 
requested that the Forum meet bi-monthly due to capacity - this was 
generally welcomed. Councillor Sunderhauf commented that he was not a 
member of the Parks and Amenities Committee, so it was suggested that in 
future the membership come from the wider Council i.e. Paragraph 4.2 
replace “Parks and Amenities Committee” with “Council”. It was also 
suggested in Paragraph 4.4 to update “Parks, Amenities and Facilities Officer” 
to “Parks and Amenities Manager” and “Zero Carbon Officer” to “Facilities, 
Estates & Compliance Manager”. 
 
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Sue Allen, and  
RECOMMENDED that the Parks and Amenities Committee adopt the 
amended Terms of Reference.     NRF/26/264 
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5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
The Chairman thanked the Ranger Team in particular for their invaluable 
input.          NRF/26/265 
 

6. DRAFT TRURO NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY 
On 26 May the Parks and Amenities Manager and Ranger Team met with the 
Forum for a plan drafting session. A copy of the draft plan was circulated to 
the Forum. Progress on drafting a plan was welcomed. 
 
The Parks and Amenities Manager noted that the City Council currently 
maintained the Dalvennie (Sainsburys) roundabout and the Truro in Bloom 
Committee were looking to obtain sponsorship to maintain this at a higher 
standard. This might involve planting perennials and native trees. The Town 
Centre Foreman was also investigating sourcing native daffodils for planting in 
flower displays. The City Council aimed to provide more sustainable and 
permanent planting such as perennials. Reference was made to the ‘Wild 
Truro’ bed adjacent to the Cathedral which looked stunning. It was 
suggested that a link to Cornwall Council’s Nature Recovery Strategy be 
added to the draft plan.  
 
The last sentence of page 23 was amended by the replacement of “plans” 
with “plants” and the addition of “ferns” to the end of the sentence. It was 
suggested that page 3 be amended by the addition of “or create” before “a 
compost heap”. It was suggested that a reference to the Council’s annual 
Garden and Allotment Competition be added. It was generally considered 
that a section on nature be added to the vision section and/or woven 
throughout the plan document rather than a separate section due to 
‘geographical’ layout of the template. 
 
It was suggested to add Kenwyn Flower and Garden Club, Truro Cathedral 
Gardening Group and Cornwall Garden Scheme to the draft volunteer 
directory 
 
Action: Plan drafting afternoon to which all Forum members were invited to 
attend on Tuesday 28 July starting at 2pm. Committee Clerk to confirm 
arrangements. (The Parks and Amenities Manager sent apologies because he 
was away judging the In Bloom competition.)   NRF/26/266 

 
7. STRATEGY FRONT COVER 

Copies of front cover photos for the plan were requested. Forum members 
were requested to send in one photograph (to Committee Clerk Cheryl 
Simpson) encapsulating what nature means to them and the three most 
suitable would be sent to the TCC Communications Team to create a mock-
up front page for consideration by the Forum at the following meeting. 
         NRF/26/267 

 
8. ACCREDITATION TO NATURE TOWNS AND CITIES 

The Forum decided to defer any action pending the drafting of the plan.  
         NRF/26/268 

 
9. TRURO NATURE RECOVERY WORK PLAN 

The Forum generally agreed the latest draft work plan. NRF/26/269 
52 



 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
None.         NRF/26/270 

11. NEXT STEPS 
It was suggested at a later stage that feedback be requested on the 
evolving draft plan including schools on the school grounds section, Robert 
Moor and Rev. Andy Boorn on church grounds, Barrack Lane Allotment 
Group, Cornwall Wildlife Trust. Patchwork Farm CIC, Truro BID, friends’ groups. 
Interested parties could be asked to review particular parts but feedback on 
the whole document would be welcomed. It was also suggested that advice 
could be sought from the West Country Rivers Trust on the Water section. 
          NRF/26/271 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Tuesday 15 September 2026 starting at 7pm.   NRF/26/272 

 
The meeting closed at 19:57. 
 

 
------------------------------------------ CHAIRMAN 
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Topic Contribution 
to Nature 
Recovery 
Strategy 

Purpose and Key 
Objectives 

Resource 
requirements 

Current Position Delivered by 

Develop 
nature 
recovery 
strategy 

The purpose 
of the Forum 
is to develop 
a strategy 

The main purpose of 
the Forum is to develop 
a strategy and 
implementation plan 

Forum, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
Parks and 
Amenities 
Manager  

On 28 July a further drafting 
session to which the Forum is 
invited has been arranged. 
 

Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson 

Nature Towns 
and Cities 
Accreditation 

Seeking 
accreditation 
may provide 
a useful 
framework 

Demonstrates 
commitment to 
transforming green 
infrastructure to benefit 
people place and 
nature 

Forum, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Manager 

At the June meeting it was 
agreed defer any action on 
signing up to the accreditation 
scheme pending drafting of the 
Plan. 
  

Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson 
and Ms Douglas-Martin 

Mini-Project 
at Tremorvah 
Playingfield 

To engage 
with local 
people and 
interest 
groups 

Create traditional 
grassland meadow, 
hibernaculum/compost 
area and orchard. 
Improve biodiversity. 

Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Manager. £295 
allocated by 
P&AC. 

On 2 March the P&AC agreed to 
the establishment of the mini-
project. Logs delivered on site. 
Grass scarification next. Leaflets 
to be delivered to local residents 
about the project. 
 

Parks Department 

Establishment 
of Biological 
Recording 
Group 

To establish a 
local 
biological 
recording 
group to 
collect & 
strengthen 
base 
evidence of 
state of 
nature in 
Truro. 

Improve biodiversity 
data coverage for 
Truro & assist in 
monitoring long-term 
trend. 

Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Manager 
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The Forum welcomed the 
establishment of such a group 
independent of the Council (like 
friends’ groups). Countryside 
Ranger Team to make links to 
other interest groups. 

Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson 

Forum logo  To engage To share commitment Events Officer, P&AC on 08.06.26 approved the Chairperson and Vice-



 

with local 
community 

to conserve & 
enhance biodiversity 

Communications 
Team, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Manager 

logo. Chairperson 

Survey To engage 
with 
members of 
the public  

To provide relevant 
data base to support 
development of 
strategy 

Forum, Visit Truro 
and Digital 
Communications 
Manager, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Manager. 
£1295.35 funding 
is available 

The Parks and Amenities 
Manager, Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson met with the Visit 
Truro and Digital Communications 
Manager and Events Officer to 
discuss ideas. An idea for a public 
survey by a specialist provider 
was suggested. 

Communications Team 

Preliminary 
Ecological 
Appraisal & 
Biodiversity 
Net Gain 
Metric of 
land at 
Comprigney 
Hill 
(Coosebean) 

Survey 
requested by 
Land at 
Comprigney 
Hill 
(Coosebean) 
Steering 
Group. 
Activity 
aligned to 
Forum 

Collect & strengthen 
base evidence of state 
of nature 

Land at 
Comprigney Hill 
(Coosebean) 
Steering Group 
Specialist 
contractor 

Survey requested by Steering 
Group and commissioned By 
Council via P&AC. To report back 
to Steering Group. 

Parks and Amenities Manager 

Plan front 
cover 

The purpose 
of the Forum 
is to develop 
a strategy 

The main purpose of 
the Forum is to develop 
a strategy and 
implementation plan 

Communications 
Team, Parks and 
Amenities 
Manager 
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Copies of front cover photos 
have been requested. Three most 
suitable will be sent to Comms 
Team to create a mock-up front 
page for consideration by Forum 
at September meeting. 

Chairperson and Vice-
Chairperson 

 


