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TRURO CITY COUNCIL 
Town Clerk’s 
Department 
Municipal Buildings 
Boscawen Street 
Truro TR1 2NE 
Tel: (01872) 274766 
www.truro.gov.uk 

 
11 June 2026 

To: Truro City Councillors Honorary Freeman Wells (Mayor), Rich (Deputy Mayor), 
La Borde, Southcombe and Sunderhauf. 

Also to: External Representatives Ms Sue Allen, Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin (Treffry 
Residents’ Association), Mr John Faragher (Friends of Daubuz Moor) and Ms Jade 
Neville (Friends of Coosebean and Cornwall Wildlife Trust) 

 
Dear Members of the TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM (TNRF) 

The next meeting of the Nature Recovery Forum will take place on TUESDAY 16 JUNE 
2026 starting at 7.00 pm in the Large Community Room, Second Floor, Library Building, 
Union Place, Truro 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

To note apologies. 
 

2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

3. MINUTES (Appendix 1) 
To resolve to approve and sign the Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum 
meeting held on 28 April 2026. 
 

4. TERMS OF REFERENCE (Appendix 2) 
To review the Forum’s Terms of Reference and recommend them to the Parks 
and Amenities Committee for adoption. 
 

5. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Verbal report. 
 

6. DRAFT TRURO NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY (Appendix 3) 
On 26 May the Parks and Amenities Manager and Ranger Team met with the 
Forum for a plan drafting session. A copy of the draft plan is attached. 

 
7. STRATEGY FRONT COVER 

Copies of front cover photos for the plan are requested. Forum members are 
requested to send in one photograph (to Committee Clerk Cheryl Simpson) 
encapsulating what nature means to you and the three most suitable will be 
sent to TCC Communications Team to create a mock-up front page for 
consideration by the Forum at the following meeting. 
 

8. ACCREDITATION TO NATURE TOWNS AND CITIES  
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and representative of Treffry Resident’s 
Association are due to discuss in depth the feasibility of the Forum signing up to 
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the Nature Towns and Cities accreditation scheme. To report back to the 
meeting. A link to the accreditation 
criteria:https://naturetownsandcities.org.uk/become-a-nature-town-or-nature-
city/ 

9. TRURO NATURE RECOVERY WORK PLAN (Appendix 4) 
To recommend to the Parks and Amenities Committee the draft work plan. 

10. CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 

 
11. NEXT STEPS 

To discuss. 

12. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

 

DAVID RODDA MBE  

TOWN CLERK 
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TRURO CITY COUNCIL 

 
     CITY OF TRURO 
       Town Clerk 

 Town Clerk’s Department 
Municipal Buildings 
Boscawen Street 
Truro   TR1 2NE 
Tel.  (01872) 274766 
www.truro.gov.uk 
email: info@truro.gov.uk 

MEETING OF TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM (TNRF) HELD ON 
TUESDAY 28 APRIL 2025 at 7.00 pm  

in the Training Room, First Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro 
  

PRESENT: Councillors: Southcombe (Chairman), Honorary Freeman Wells (Mayor), 
and La Borde. 
External Members: Ms Sue Allen and Ms Jade Neville (Friends of Coosebean and 
Cornwall Wildlife Trust) 
ALSO PRESENT: Forum Advisor Mr Richard Argall (volunteer tree warden). 
APOLOGIES: Councillor Tucker, Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin (Treffry Residents’ 
Association), and John Faragher (Friends of Daubuz Moor). 
ABSENT:  
Also in Attendance: Richard Budge, Parks and Amenities Officer, Anna Cormie, Assistant 
Countryside Ranger, Stephen Kirkpatrick Head Countryside Ranger, and Cheryl Simpson, 
Committee Clerk. 
 
1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

Noted.        NRF/25/1760 
 

2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None.         NRF/25/1761 
 

3. MINUTES 
It was proposed by Councillor La Borde, seconded by the Chairman, and  
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum Meeting held 
on 3 February 2026 were signed as a correct record.  NRF/25/1762 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None.         NRF/25/1763 

 
5. ESTABLISHMENT OF BIOLOGICAL RECORDING GROUP 

The general consensus was that a biological recording group for the area of 
the parish of the City of Truro was sensible. The Committee Clerk reported that 
there was insufficient capacity for a group to be established under the 
auspices of the City Council. However, if the group was established in a similar 
way to the friends’ groups it might be able to apply for funding streams which 
might not be possible for a group with the City Council. It was also suggested 
that such a group might be able to align itself with Cornwall Wildlife Trust. 
Information gathered could also be sent to ERCISS 
 
Action: Committee Clerk to update expert.   NRF/25/1764 
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6. MINI PROJECT AT TREMORVAH PLAYINGFIELD 
It was noted that on 2 March the Parks and Amenities Committee agreed to 
the establishment of the mini-project. The Parks and Amenities Officer 
reported that logs had been delivered to the site last week by the Council’s 
contractor. The next stage was scarification of the grassed area. Tree planting 
would involve the local community and not take place until autumn at the 
earliest. One tree had been sponsored to replace a fallen oak. There were 
plans for an information board and signs at entrance points. 
 
It was moved by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor La Borde, and 
RECOMMENDED to the Parks and Amenities Committee that a leaflet be 
delivered to the local community telling them about the project. 
 
Action: Chairman to draft leaflet to be designed in corporate style. 

NRF/25/1765 
 

7. ACCREDITATION TO NATURE TOWNS AND CITIES 
The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and representative of Treffry Resident’s 
Association were due to discuss in depth the feasibility of the Forum signing up 
to the Nature Towns and Cities accreditation scheme. Item postponed to the 
next meeting in the absence of Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin. NRF/25/1766 

 
8. DRAFT TRURO NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY 

The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Parks and Amenities Officer and Ranger Team 
had met to start drafting a plan and the initial draft was attached to the 
agenda. Using a template sourced by the Chairman the group had begun 
by drafting the introduction and strategy and the section on churches. It was 
generally agreed this was a positive step. It was suggested that the section on 
churches and places of worship be sent to Rev Andy Boorne of Kenwyn 
Church for feedback. It was also suggested that feedback could be sought 
from schools on the relevant section; many schools had eco-leads and eco-
committees. The Head Countryside Ranger agreed to lead drafting of the 
plan, each section setting out what TCC did on its land, what controlled and 
what wasn’t in its control and examples members of the public could follow. It 
was suggested that information could be included regarding bringing back 
pinemartens and water voles and encouraging the right sort of habitat. A 
reference to dormice could be included also. It was generally agreed to 
organise another session to draft more sections of the plan before bringing 
the draft back to the Forum for consideration. 
 
Action: Plan drafting afternoon to which all Forum members were invited to 
attend on Tuesday 26 May at 2pm. Committee Clerk to confirm 
arrangements.        NRF/25/1767 

 
9. VOLUNTEERS DAY - 28 JUNE 2026 

It was generally agreed not to attend the Volunteer Day this year.  
         NRF/25/1768 

 
10. FEEDBACK FROM POTENTIAL PARTNERS 
 a. Truro School’s offer to help data recording was noted. NRF/25/1769 
 
11. PROPOSED LOGO 

Based on a design suggested by Councillor La Borde, the Council’s 
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Communication Team had created a draft logo for the Forum. It was 
generally agreed to recommend this to the Parks and Amenities Committee 
for agreement.       NRF/25/1770 

 
12. IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL EVENT/ SURVEY 

The Parks and Amenities Officer, Chairman and Vice-Chairman met with the 
Visit Truro and Digital Communications Manager and Events Officer to discuss 
ideas. To report back to the next meeting. During discussion the Forum 
considered and ruled out a potential launch at Tremorvah Playingfield due to 
short timescale and potential overlap with the bonfire night event. At this 
stage it was felt a potential launch could take place in the New Year possibly 
linked to a tree planting event. 
 
Action: Committee Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Communications 
Team further down the drafting process and closer to the date of a potential 
launch.        NRF/25/1771 

 
13. RECORD SHARING 

The Assistant Countryside Ranger reported on a potential list of groups to 
share records with. These contacts could be useful to share knowledge and 
experience when establishing a new recording group and when undertaking 
bioblitzes. Useful contacts were Emma Whiting from Cornwall Wildlife Trust and 
Laura Fox of ERCISS.  
 
Action: Ranger Team to contact groups on establishment of a local recording 
group.         NRF/25/1772 

 
14. TRURO NATURE RECOVERY WORK PLAN 
 The Forum welcomed the work plan as a useful tool to marshal information. 
 

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Ms Jade Neville, and 
RECOMMEND to the Parks and Amenities Committee the draft work plan 
updated following the Forum Meeting (attached as Appendix 1 to the 
minutes).         NRF/25/1773 

 
15. CORRESPONDENCE 

a. The email from Love Where You Are Team was noted. NRF/25/1774 

15. NEXT STEPS 

 See Item 8.         NRF/25/1775 

16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Tuesday 16 June 2026 at 7pm.     NRF/25/1776 

 
The meeting closed at 20:06. 
 

 
------------------------------------------ CHAIRMAN 
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Topic Contribution 

to Nature 
Recovery 
Strategy 

Purpose and Key 
Objectives 

Resource 
requirements 

Current Position Delivered by 

Develop 
nature 
recovery 
strategy 

The purpose 
to the Forum 
is to develop 
a strategy 

The main purpose of 
the Forum is to develop 
a strategy and 
implementation plan 

Forum, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer  

On 27 March the Parks and 
Amenities Officer, Ranger Team, 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of 
the Forum work began drafting a 
Nature Recovery Plan. There is a 
further drafting session on 26.05.26 
to which the Forum is invited. 
 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Nature Towns 
and Cities 
Accreditation 

Seeking 
accreditation 
may provide 
a useful 
framework 

Demonstrates 
commitment to 
transforming green 
infrastructure to benefit 
people place and 
nature 

Forum, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer 

At the February meeting it was 
agreed that the Chairman, Vice-
Chairman and Ms Douglas-Martin 
meet to discuss in depth the 
feasibility of the Forum signing up 
to the accreditation scheme. 
Meeting outstanding. 
  

Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Ms Douglas-Martin 

Mini-Project 
at Tremorvah 
Playingfield 

To engage 
with local 
people and 
interest 
groups 

Create traditional 
grassland meadow, 
hibernaculum/compost 
area and orchard. 
Improve biodiversity. 

Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer. £295 
allocated by 
P&AC. 

On 2 March the P&AC considered 
a recommendation by the Forum 
and agreed to the establishment 
of the mini-project. Logs delivered 
on site. Grass scarification next. 
Leaflets to be delivered to local 
residents about the project. 
 

Parks Department 

Establishment 
of Biological 
Recording 
Group 

To establish a 
local 
biological 
recording 
group to 
collect & 
strengthen 

Improve biodiversity 
data coverage for 
Truro & assist in 
monitoring long-term 
trend. 

Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer 

The Forum welcomed the 
establishment of such a group 
independent of the Council (like 
friends’ groups). Countryside 
Ranger Team to make links to 
other interest groups. 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
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base 
evidence of 
state of 
nature in 
Truro. 

Forum logo  To engage 
with local 
community 

To share commitment 
to conserve & 
enhance biodiversity 

Events Officer, 
Communications 
Team, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer  

The Communications Team 
created a logo to be 
recommended to P&AC for 
approval attached as Appendix 2 
to the Minutes. 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Survey To engage 
with 
members of 
the public  

To provide relevant 
data base to support 
development of 
strategy 

Forum, Visit Truro 
and Digital 
Communications 
Manager, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer. £1295.35 
funding is 
available 

The Parks and Amenities Officer, 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
met with the Visit Truro and Digital 
Communications Manager and 
Events Officer to discuss ideas. An 
idea for a public survey by a 
specialist provider was suggested. 

Communications Team 

Preliminary 
Ecological 
Appraisal & 
Biodiversity 
Net Gain 
Metric of 
land at 
Comprigney 
Hill 
(Coosebean) 

Survey 
requested by 
Land at 
Comprigney 
Hill 
(Coosebean) 
Steering 
Group. 
Activity 
aligned to 
Forum 

Collect & strengthen 
base evidence of state 
of nature 

Land at 
Comprigney Hill 
(Coosebean) 
Steering Group 
Specialist 
contractor 

Survey requested by Steering 
Group and commissioned By 
Council via P&AC. To report back 
to Steering Group. 

Parks and Amenities Officer 
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TRURO CITY COUNCIL 

 

     CITY OF TRURO 

       Town Clerk 

  

Town Clerk’s Department 

Municipal Buildings 

Boscawen Street 

Truro   TR1 2NE 

Tel.  (01872) 274766 

Fax. (01872) 225572 

www.truro.gov.uk 

email: info@truro.gov.uk 

 

TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM TERMS OF REFERENCE 

1. Purpose 

The purpose of the Forum is to support the Council in developing a Local Nature Recovery 

Strategy for Truro and a subsequent implementation plan. 

2. Aims and Responsibilities:     

The aims of the sub-committee are:     

2.1. Consider and make recommendations to the Parks and Amenities Committee regarding 

the state of the natural environment in Truro.  

2.2. To carry out such surveys and technical studies as appropriate, subject to agreement of 

the Parks and Amenities Committee in respect of any funding requirements. 

2.3. To liaise with local community groups, specialist nature and conservation charities, local 

businesses, and other stakeholders that share Truro City Council’s commitment to 

conserve and enhance biodiversity. 

2.4. To support the council in developing a Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Truro and a 

subsequent implementation plan. In undertaking this work it must also differentiate 

between the ability of Truro City Council to implement change on land within its 

ownership/control and land outside its ownership/control. 

3. Authority:    

 

3.1. This is a sub-committee of the Parks and Amenities Committee set up in accordance 

with Standing Order 5. 

3.2. The sub-committee will report back to the Parks and Amenities Committee with 

recommendations, and update reports at regular intervals. 

3.3. The sub-committee will include and work with the Parks, Amenities, and Facilities Officer, 

who will be the lead officer. 

 

4. Membership:    

4.1. The membership of the group will draw on Councillors and the local community of Truro. 

It will include representatives from stakeholders that share Truro City Council’s 

commitment to conserve and enhance biodiversity. 

4.2. At a minimum, membership of the group will include a minimum of 3 members of the 

Parks and Amenities Committee and an equal number of external representatives.  

4.3. Membership of the group will also include the Mayor and Deputy Mayor as ex officio 

members  

Appendix 2
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4.4. The group will be supported as appropriate by council staff and will include but not 

limited to: 

(i).      Parks, Amenities, and Facilities Officer, as Lead Officer,  

(ii). Community Development Officer,  

(iii). Parks and Amenities Administrator, 

(iv). Countryside Ranger Team, 

(v). Zero Carbon Officer.  

4.5. A Chairman and Vice-Chairman will be appointed at the initial meeting of the Group. 

 

5. Meeting schedule and ways of working:     

5.1. The group is an ongoing forum. It will hold at least one meeting every six months (unless 

the Chairman decides that the agenda does not warrant a meeting), and report at the 

following Parks and Amenities Committee meeting.    

5.2. The Group will decide how best to meet. 

5.3. The mandate of the forum must be reviewed once per year. 
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Nature Recovery Plan Truro City 
Council 
 

Nature recovery plan: The Parish of the City of Truro 
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Vision 
 
A thriving, inclusive and sustainable Truro where community, commerce, heritage and nature flourish 
together 
Undertake a strategic review of how our green infrastructure is managed and undertake works that delivers 
the multiple benefits of nature recovery, carbon sequestration and increased public access. 
 
Truro City Council is passionate about reversing the decline of nature and wants to take action to protect 
what is special about [area], create new habitats and get more people involved in caring for and enjoying the 
natural environment which is all around us. 
 
Truro City Council manages over  ?? hectares of land varying from, park, woods, meadows to verges, 
flower beds, roundabouts and footpaths. The aim of the Council is to embed nature recovery into all its 
strategic plans and policies going forward, protecting and managing a minimum 50?% (Ranger sites) of its 
landholding for nature and its recovery. By 2035, Truro will be recognised as a city where biodiversity, 
heritage, and community at the forefront of everybody's mind creating a resilient, living landscape. The 
strategy focuses on improving all our green infrastructure, helping to expand, connecting neighborhoods 
with nature and wellbeing. Our ambition is to ensure everyone benefits from access to high-quality natural 
environment and places communities at the heart of looking after them for now and future generations. 
This nature recovery plan sets out a medium-term plan for the creation of more nature rich habitats in [area]. 
This plan sets out what we want to achieve over the next ten years. 
To do this, this plan has a double page for each theme we’d like to take action on, setting out what we 
currently have, where we’d like to get to, and how we are going to get there. 
But to be successful, we will need your help! You can help be taking action in your own garden or perhaps 
volunteering to help tidy up or manage a public space – more details in the plan. 
Strategy - Our Five Point Recovery Plan Objectives 
 
 
Vision Statement:  
 

1. Truro will be a city that supports an abundance of nature, to which the population has access 
 

2. To make Parish of the City of Truro an even better place for nature and for local people, recognizing 
that access to nature also helps improve our health and wellbeing. (How will we measure success?  
What’s the basis line?) 
 

3. To inform, inspire and encourage the active participation of the community in helping nature to flourish 
and biodiversity to increase within the Parish. 
 

4. To protect, and enhance, the natural environment spaces in all Truro City Council holdings and 
spaces. To create new habitats, with a special focus on grasslands, wetlands, woodlands flower 
borders/beds. 
 

5. To lead by example and encouraging neighboring landowners do the same. 
 

6. To engage, inform and inspire the local community by making Truro the place where nature thrives. 
[add photos to help fill gaps] 
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Theme 1: Private Gardens 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Together, the private gardens within the Parish of Truro cover an area greater than all of Truro City 
Council's landholdings combined. As such, gardens play a crucial role in supporting nature recovery, 
connecting habitats across the city, and providing safe refuges for wildlife within our urban environment. 
 
You do not need a large garden for wildlife to benefit. In fact, a patchwork of wildlife-friendly gardens are 
potentially more valuable in helping to connect up areas than a single large, isolated habitat on its own. 
Individual gardens do not need to supply everything that different species need as gardens collectively 
across the city will, if householders can supply one or more of the following from food sources, shelter, 
nesting sites, or water, then that’s all that’s needed. As a bird may nest in one garden, feed in another, and 
bathe in a third. This interconnection of gardens allows wildlife to move through the city and adapt to the 
ever-changing environment. 
 
Gardens throughout the city are possibly the most important habitats for wildlife throughout Truro. 
Individually they may be small, but together they form the largest overall area of green infrastructure in 
Truro. These gardens provide a rich variety of habitats from lawns, flower borders, hedges, shrubs, ponds, 
trees, compost heaps, vegetable plots, orchards, and areas of bare ground. This diversity supports a wide 
range of species, from birds, bats, hedgehogs, amphibians, pollinators, reptiles, and countless 
invertebrates. 
 
One of their greatest values is their ability to act as steppingstones between larger habitats such as parks, 
churchyards, allotments, orchards, rivers, and countryside. Hedgerows, trees, ponds, climbers, and wildlife-
friendly boundaries can significantly improve habitat connectivity and ecological resilience across the city. 
Gardens are particularly important for pollinators. Flowering plants, fruit trees, herbs, vegetable crops, and 
wildflower patches provide nectar and pollen throughout the year, supporting bees, butterflies, moths, 
hoverflies, and other beneficial insects. These resources together make a substantial contribution to 
pollinators in the city. 
 
Private gardens also help build resilience to climate change. Trees and vegetation provide shade and 
cooling during hot weather, improve air quality, absorb carbon, and slow surface water runoff by increasing 
water infiltration into the soil. Even small gardens can help reduce local temperatures and provide valuable 
refuge for wildlife during periods of drought, heat, and extreme weather. 
 
Beyond their environmental value, gardens help people connect with nature on a daily basis. For many 
residents, their garden is where they most frequently encounter wildlife. Gardening can improve physical 
and mental wellbeing, reduce stress, encourage outdoor activity, and foster a greater appreciation of the 
natural environment. 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
There are approximately xxx homes in [area], therefore we have approximately xxx gardens, each of which 
can be a mini-oasis for wildlife. This collage of photos below show some great examples of habitats for 
wildlife, all of which were found in [area] 
 
[perhaps add a collage of mini photos, to highlight examples of ‘good’ gardens. Eg bird boxes, ponds, log 
piles, wild’ areas, mixed flowers, native hedges 
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What are we doing: 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
Encouraging homeowners to create wildlife-friendly gardens helps expand habitat, improve ecological 
connectivity, and support biodiversity across the urban landscape. 
 
Consider setting up a gardening club to share knowledge, inspire wildlife-friendly gardening, and strengthen 
community connections through a shared interest in nature. 
 
Consider running an annual ‘Most Nature-Friendly Garden’ competition to encourage biodiversity-enhancing 
gardening practices and celebrate local action for nature recovery. 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
 
Planting native and pollinator-friendly flowers. 
Creating ponds or small water features. 
Allowing parts of lawns to grow longer. 
Planting trees, hedges, and shrubs. 
Installing bird boxes, bat boxes, and insect habitats. 
Reducing pesticide and herbicide use. 
Leaving areas of leaf litter, logs, and deadwood for wildlife. 
Creating gaps in fences to allow species such as hedgehogs to move between gardens. 
Choose native plants whenever possible 
Choose bee and insect friendly flowering plants 
Install a bird, bat or hedgehog box 
Make sure there are small gaps in the boundary wall or fence, so small creatures can roam freely (but not so 
big that dogs, cats, foxes or larger animals become a problem) 
Purchase a compost heap, but make sure it is turned regularly to prevent it becoming a home for unwanted 
pests 
Put in a small pond or other water feature – even something as little as an old washing up bowl will attract 
wildlife! 
Let the grass grow in part of your garden 
 
 
 
More reading: 
Wild About Gardens – Encouraging wildlife to your garden with RHS and the Wildlife Trusts Wild About 
Gardens / RHS Gardening 
RSPB – Gardening for Wildlife https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/gardening-for-wildlife/ 
National Trust - Nine ways to build a wildlife friendly garden 
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/discover/gardening-tips/nine-ways-to-build-a-wildlife-friendly-garden 
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Theme 2: Allotments and Orchards 
 
 
Introduction (Add map) 
 
Allotments 
Truro City Council manages four allotment sites across the city, comprising approximately 92 individual 
plots, including a number of smaller subdivided plots designed to improve accessibility and meet demand 
from a wide range of users. 
 
Allotments are valuable community assets that support health and wellbeing, provide sustainable growing 
spaces, and contribute to the city’s network of biodiverse green infrastructure. While historically viewed 
primarily as places for individual food growing and recreation, allotments are increasingly recognised for 
their wider environmental and social value. 
 
These sites create important green corridors within the urban landscape, supporting wildlife, pollinators, and 
ecological connectivity throughout the city. Allotments often contain many of the same features found in 
domestic gardens — including fruit trees, ponds, compost areas, flowering plants, and hedgerows — but 
without rigid physical boundaries between plots, allowing wildlife to move more freely across larger 
connected habitats. 
 
The allotment environment also provides significant social benefits. Shared gardening spaces encourage 
social interaction, reduce isolation, and help strengthen community connections in an increasingly digital 
and fast-paced world. The informal exchange of skills, produce, and knowledge between plot holders 
contributes to a strong sense of belonging and community resilience. 
 
Regular gardening activity also delivers substantial physical and mental health benefits. Digging, planting, 
lifting, and general plot maintenance help improve fitness, mobility, balance, and coordination, particularly 
for older gardeners. Studies also show that gardening can support cognitive health, reduce stress, and 
improve overall mental wellbeing through regular contact with nature and outdoor activity. 
 
Orchards 
There are currently three community orchards within the parish of Truro, with a fourth small orchard due to 
be established at Tremorvah Playing Fields in autumn 2026. Of the three existing orchards, Nancemere 
Community Orchard is the only one managed by Truro City Council. 
 
Community orchards provide valuable opportunities to strengthen social connections, enhance biodiversity, 
and support environmental sustainability within urban areas. They create welcoming green spaces where 
people can reconnect with nature, socialise, celebrate seasonal change, and take part in shared community 
activities. In increasingly urbanized environments, orchards offer important opportunities for people of all 
ages to experience the natural world close to home. 
 
As productive landscapes, orchards support local food growing and contribute to community resilience and 
food security. Traditional fruit trees, flowering meadows, hedgerows, and deadwood habitats also provide 
important resources for pollinators, birds, bats, and other wildlife, helping to increase biodiversity and 
ecological connectivity across the city. 
 
Community orchards also deliver significant health and wellbeing benefits. The physical activity involved in 
planting, pruning, harvesting, and maintaining orchards supports physical fitness and mobility, while shared 
involvement in orchard activities can reduce social isolation and improve mental wellbeing. Orchards also 
act as informal educational spaces where traditional horticultural skills and local knowledge can be passed 
between generations. 
 
Beyond their environmental value, orchards create spaces for community life and cultural activity. Events 
such as blossom celebrations, picnics, storytelling sessions, natural play, seasonal gatherings, and harvest 
festivals help strengthen community identity and encourage long-term stewardship of local green spaces. 
 
In urban areas especially, even relatively small orchards can help children and adults reconnect with the 
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natural environment and develop a stronger appreciation for the importance of protecting nature.  
 
 
What do we have: 
 
Allotments; 
Nancemere. Approx 0.8ha (26 plots) 
Treverbyn. Approx. 0.45ha (16 plots) 
Redannick. Approx. 0.3ha (20 plots) 
Barrack Lane Approx. 0.5ha (30 plots) 
Community Association (12 plots) 
 
Orchards; 
Nancemere Community Orchard. Approx. ???ha 
County Hall Orchard. Approx???ha 
Near Park and ride Approx???ha 
Tremorvah Playing Field. Approx ????ha 
Foxes Corner – Cornwall Wildlife Trust  (Jade info) 
 
Groups; 
The Community Patchwork Farms CIC      (Lindsay info) 
 
Barrack Lane Allotments Group (BLAG)   
The Barrack Lane Allotment Group is a small community group which looks after two allotment plots at the 
Barrack Lane Allotment Site. Members include people waiting to be allocated an allotment currently on the 
allotment waiting list, people who used to rent an allotment, people for whom renting an allotment is too 
strenuous and people trying out allotment gardening for the first time. The Group share the work and 
harvest meeting twice weekly in the summer (Saturday and Wednesday). On Saturday during the rest of the 
year. The Group enjoy themselves sharing a cup of tea and cake! 
 
Community allotments association   (Damien info) 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
Create an annual Nature-Friendly Allotment Award to recognise and encourage sustainable growing 
practices that support wildlife, biodiversity, and environmental stewardship. 
 
Survey allotment sites to identify existing wildlife value and opportunities for habitat enhancement, helping 
to target future nature recovery efforts effectively. 
 
Provide tips and ideas to allotment holders, on what they can do to help the natural environment on their 
plot. 
 
Patchwork      (Lindsay info) 
Barrack Lane Allotments group (BLAG)  (Cheryl into) 
Community allotments association   (Damien info) 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
 
Consider taking up an allotment plot, if one is available, or register your interest. 
When you have a plot, think about planting flowers that will attract bees or butterflies…or simply leave one 
or two ‘misshapes’ or bolting vegetable to flower naturally (for example, don’t cut and throw away a bolting 
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leek – let it flower, and it will attract a host of bees and insects) 
Go organic, rather than use pesticides 
Attend; Pruning days 
Orchard days 
Wassailing 
Grow veg and herbs at home; gardens,  
tubs,  
pots, 
windowsills 
Plant fruit trees, dwarf or patio varieties if small garden 
 
 
More reading: 
National allotment society - https://www.nsalg.org.uk/ 
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Theme 3: Places of Worship and Their Grounds 
 
Contact ‘Cornwall living churchyards’ Robert Moor (Truro 
Diocese/Cornwall wildlife trust) 01872 272929 or 07813 
533995 or rmoor@penmoor.co.uk and Andy Boorne (Kenwyn 
church) to have a look at this section? 
 
Introduction 
 
Places of worship have been at the heart of communities for centuries and, alongside their primary spiritual 
and cultural role, provide important refuges for wildlife and valuable spaces for nature conservation within 
urban environments. Churchyards, cemeteries, religious grounds, and associated gardens often represent 
some of the most undisturbed green spaces within towns and cities, contributing significantly to local 
biodiversity and ecological resilience. 
 
These landscapes support a wide variety of species and habitats. Ancient stonework can provide ideal 
conditions for lichens, mosses, and ferns, while roofs, towers, and ledges offer nesting and roosting 
opportunities for birds and bats. Many religious grounds have escaped intensive agricultural improvement, 
avoiding the widespread use of fertilizers and ploughing that has affected surrounding landscapes. As a 
result, they often retain remnants of ancient grassland, supporting diverse fungi, wildflowers, pollinators, 
and invertebrates. 
 
The long continuity of management within religious grounds means that many of the plants, fungi, and 
animal communities found there pre-date the religious buildings themselves, reflecting the historic and 
ecological continuity of these spaces. Mature, veteran, and ancient trees within religious grounds are also of 
ecological importance, providing habitat for birds, bats, insects, and fungi while contributing significantly to 
landscape character and climate resilience. 
 
Alongside this historic value, there is growing recognition of the importance of Living Churchyards—an 
approach that actively manages churchyards and associated grounds to enhance biodiversity while 
maintaining their spiritual, cultural, and commemorative purpose. Living Churchyards recognise that these 
spaces can support both people and nature through thoughtful management. Measures such as reducing 
mowing frequency in selected areas, creating species-rich grassland, protecting veteran trees, installing 
bird and bat boxes, managing hedgerows, and allowing seasonal flowering can significantly increase 
ecological value without compromising access or appearance. 
 
Living Churchyards also encourage greater community involvement and stewardship. Through volunteering, 
wildlife recording, interpretation, seasonal events, and sensitive management, these spaces become 
opportunities for people to engage with nature and local heritage in meaningful ways. They demonstrate 
how small, urban green spaces can collectively contribute to wider ecological networks and support nature 
recovery across the city. 
 
Religious grounds can also help reconnect people with nature. The experience of flowering meadow 
grassland, mature trees, birdsong, and historic landscapes within busy urban settings offers opportunities 
for quiet recreation, learning, and reflection, helping residents develop a deeper appreciation for both local 
heritage and the natural environment. 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
[describe, briefly, how many churches you have, and what wildlife they may be offering at present] 
 
Kenwyn Church Closed Churchyard 
St Mary’s Closed Churchyard 
Truro Public Cemetery 
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Truro Cathedral and Cathedral Green 
Epiphany House 
All Saints Church, Highertown 
Church of our Lady of the Portal and St Piran, St Austell Street 
City Life Church Chapel Hill 
St John the Evangelist Church (Lemon Street) & Church Hall (Strangways Terrace) 
Truro Quaker Meeting House 
Truro Methodist Church 
Kingdom Hall of Jehovah’s Witnesses, Dobbs Lane 
St Geroge’s Church 
St Paul’s Church 
Trafalgar Christian Congregation 
Livingroom 
Vineyard Church 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
Kenwyn churchyard: 
Cut only recent burial section on a regular basis 
Cut the rest once September-February 
Timber from tree work or storm damaged trees left on site as habitat piles (logs and brash) 
Monitor and maintain, bird, bat, bug and hedgehog boxes 
Composting on site  
 
Truro Public Cemetery: 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
Baseline survey and bioblitz the church grounds, to learn more what animals are using them. 
 
Work with Kenwyn Church Yard and Truro Public Cemetery to create a plan moving forward to increase 
nature conservation 
 
More actions to be drawn from cemetery plan once completed 
 
Kenwyn Closed Church Yard – be aspirational – continue to manage headstones and kerbs for lichen.  
 
Manage trees through their full natural lifespan wherever safe to do so, allowing them to develop veteran 
features that provide exceptional habitat for wildlife. 
 
We cut the grass twice a year (January/February & August), looking at the possibility of collecting cut grass 
involving the community.  
 
Leave deadwood where possible as it provides essential habitat, shelter, and food for insects, fungi, birds, 
and other wildlife. 
 
We will encourage Cornwall Council to reduce and ultimately eliminate pesticide use where possible to 
protect pollinators, improve biodiversity, and promote healthier ecosystems. 
 
We’ll work with active church and volunteer groups and collate ideas on how they’d like to see the sites 
managed 
 
Encourage the use of native plants and single-flowered varieties where possible, as they provide more 
accessible nectar and pollen for pollinators than many double-flowered cultivated varieties. 
 
Research the idea of giving free wildflower (re-moral) seeds to every funeral that happens in Truro (possibly 
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from Comprigny fields). 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
 
Visiting the church grounds, and note what you see and hear 
Help with any survey work or actions set up by the parish council or church 
Composting floral waste when visiting 
Separating plastics from floral waste to stop it entering the environment 
Stop using chemicals to clean headstones 
Leave the back of the headstones to grow moss. 
 
More reading 
Caring for God’s acre: https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/ 
Bats in churches: https://batsinchurches.org.uk/ 
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Theme 4: School Grounds 
Truro school eco group/committee have offered to help, shall 
we share this section with them when it’s ready? 
llu@truroschool.com (Louise Udry) 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
The Rangers are working with Truro school eco group to coppice areas off Coosebean to collect spines for 
the Trafalgar roundabout hedgehogs. 
 
Boscawen Gardeners are working with Archbishop Benson School (Alice to add)  
  
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 24 of 43

mailto:llu@truroschool.com


11 

 

 

Theme 5: Parks and Gardens 
 
 
Introduction 
 
Victoria Gardens is a historic formal Victorian garden characterised by its structured layout, symmetrical 
flowerbeds, ornamental planting, and traditional features that reflect the aspirations and design principles of 
the Victorian era. While retaining its strong formal identity, the gardens have gradually evolved through the 
influence of successive gardeners, each contributing additional structures, sculptures, and softer planting 
styles that have enriched their character over time. 
 
Winding paths, shrubberies, mature trees, and quieter hidden corners create a sense of retreat and escape 
from the busy city center and housing surrounding the gardens. This balance between formal design and 
softer, naturalistic planting gives Victoria Gardens its distinctive semi-formal atmosphere, a place of 
relaxation and reflection, even when the bandstand is active with events and concerts. 
 
Boscawen Park is a traditional public park providing a large and flexible open space for recreation, leisure, 
and community activity. The park includes formal floral displays, a children’s play area, sandpit, outdoor 
fitness equipment, sports pitch and extensive open grassland that allows space for informal play, cycling, 
scooting, walking, and other social interaction. 
 
Scattered mature trees provide dappled shade across the park, softening the landscape and contributing to 
the park’s character and climate resilience. Around the perimeter of the site, the riverside walk along the 
River Truro offers a quieter recreational route where visitors can enjoy the waterside setting and exercise 
dogs within a more natural environment. 
 
On the opposite side of the road, the Trennick Mill Duck Pond provides a contrasting habitat area with shrub 
and herbaceous planting managed specifically with wildlife in mind. Together, these connected spaces 
create a balance between recreation, landscape quality, and biodiversity within an urban setting. 
 
Morask woodland Project – Steve – Lindsey to find out if still there? 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
Boscawen  - Formal garden, municipal park, sports pitch, tennis courts, cricket pitch, play area, 
   duck pond, toilets, cafe, hall, changing rooms, parking. (approx. 9ha) 
 
Victoria gardens - Late 19th century garden with waterfall gardens, play area and playing field, skate 
   park, hall, toilets and cafe (approx. 4ha) 
 
Library garden - small community garden 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
Victoria gardens 
Bins, litter picking 
Formal planting (roses etc.) and maintenance 
Weeding 
Pest control 
Formal mowing and mowing 
Mulching 
Shrubberies and Pruning 
Path maintenance 
Tree work 
Horticultural maintenance such as weeding, dead heading, etc. 
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Leat maintenance and management 
Dead wood piles 
 
Boscawen park 
Wildflower beds. 
Wild wall with Bug boxes. 
Bins 
Leaving long grass under trees 
Wildflower beds with dead wood mushrooms in them 
Dead wood seals around the pond 
Wildlife ring left around the pond 
Bird boxes around pond and park  
Dog walk is cut at path edge but allowed to grow outside  
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
Victoria gardens (update from Head gardener Barry) 
Maintain the higher slopes as more formal planting as you drop down through the garden blending into 
more native species rich wildflower and grasses. 
Map garden into formal, semi formal, informal. 
Vegetable beds 
Single flower species 
Leat and pond and water feature repaired 
Introducing native species into the lower sections of Victoria garden 
Pond becoming a wildlife pond 
Add shade tolerant wild grasses and flower mix to lower area 
 
 
Boscawen park  (Update from Head gardener Chris) 
Permanent centres to flower beds to reduce pulling up and planting  
Native wildflower seeds 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
 
Support No Mow May to allow wildflowers to bloom, providing vital nectar and pollen for pollinators while 
increasing biodiversity in urban green spaces. 
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Theme 6: Countryside and Open Spaces 
 
 
Introduction 
 
The countryside and open spaces within Truro are more than simply attractive landscapes; they are 
essential assets that contribute significantly to the environmental, social, and cultural wellbeing of the 
community. These spaces provide opportunities for people to connect with nature, support biodiversity, 
preserve local character, and improve resilience to climate change. 
 
Health and Wellbeing 
Access to woodlands, meadows, and other green spaces plays a vital role in supporting both physical and 
mental health. Natural environments provide places for exercise, relaxation, reflection, and social 
interaction, helping to reduce stress, improve wellbeing, and strengthen community connections. Access to 
nature close to home is increasingly recognised as an important component of healthier and more resilient 
communities. 
 
Cultural and Historic Value 
The landscape also reflects the history of human settlement and land management within Truro. Historic 
field patterns, woodland boundaries, river corridors, and traditional meadows contribute to the identity and 
distinctiveness of local areas, helping communities maintain a strong connection with place and heritage. 
 
Recreation and Connection to Nature 
Open spaces support a wide range of everyday recreational activities including walking, cycling, relaxation, 
play, and informal socialising. Larger and more natural landscapes provide opportunities for longer visits 
and quieter experiences, encouraging people to develop a deeper understanding and appreciation of the 
natural environment. 
 
With approximately 33 hectares of mosaic habitats across four sites, including lowland woodland, 
scrubland, wetland and traditional hay meadows. Through sensitive management and long-term 
stewardship, we will increase habitat diversity, improve ecological conditions, and support the recovery of 
native species. 
 
We will prioritise nature-based solutions across these sites, using wetlands to reduce flood risk, woodland 
to provide urban cooling and carbon storage, and species-rich grasslands to support pollinators and 
enhance soil health. 
 
At the same time, these landscapes will be places for people. Carefully planned access will enable 
residents to experience nature close to home without compromising sensitive habitats. A network of paths, 
interpretation, and quiet spaces will promote physical activity, mental wellbeing, and opportunities for 
learning and connection with the natural environment. 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
Friends of groups  Friends of Daubuz Moor 

Friends of Coosebean 
 
Daubuz Moor (wetland meadow/ wet woodland and river corridor) Approx. 6ha 
 
Coosebean Woodland 
-Southern High Wood, (oak woodland) approx. 6ha 
-Riverside corridor, (wet woodland and river corridor) approx. 8.5ha 
-The Haven, (meadow) approx. 0.1ha 
-Northen Meadows, Rabbit Meadows, Butterfly Meadows, Cornish Crescent Meadows, and Comprigney 
Fields (scrub and meadows) approx. 7.6ha 
- Sports pitch, approx.0.2ha 
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Beechwood Parc  
– Glasteinan Woodland (mixed deciduous woodland) approx. 0.8ha 
- Badger Fields (mixed deciduous woodland) approx.0.9ha 
 
Treffry road  
– Nancemere Parc (Scrub, meadows and orchard) approx. 3ha 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
Managing all our sites for public access and nature. (Comprigney not at present) 
 
Managing small areas of meadows as traditional hay meadows. 
 
Small areas of scrubland clearance 
 
Reactive tree works 
 
Path maintenance including strimming 
 
Volunteer, community, and friends of groups 
 
Citizen science bio blitzes 
 
Kids activities 
 
Bins/waste disposal 
 
Creating an orchard 
 
Creating dead wood piles 
 
Nature/wildlife surveys  
 
 -Bees 
 
 -Reptiles  
 
 -River quality  
 
 -Harvest mice 
 
 -Camera trapping 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
Continue to do all of the above. 
Create a 10-year plan with clear direction and understanding on how all 4 sites will be improved and 
managed for nature, public access and climate resilience. 
Expand our nature/wildlife surveys 
-Butterflies 
-Birds 
-Grasslands 
-Amphibians 
-Ancient and veteran trees 
Start systematically removing invasive species from across all sites. 
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Bring our hazel woodlands back into a coppice rotation. 
Manage our woodland for public access and nature. 
Create dead wood habitats. 
Create wetland scrapes. 
Repair damage to our riverbanks (dogs). 
Resurface our paths along the river edge where they were swept away in the winter storms of 2025/6. 
Open up vehicle access points for better management of woodland and meadows. 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
 
Support volunteers, community, and friends of groups 
 
Attend Citizen science bio blitzes. 
 
Leave some areas of grass long and uncut throughout the year where insects and creatures can thrive and 
survive. 
 
Plant native species. 
  
Plant single headed flowers which are pollen and nectar rich with easy access and not double headed 
which are pollen poor 
 
Remove invasive species 
 
Provide food and water (bird feeders and water baths) all year around, allowing birds to spruce up their 
plumage and rehydrate.   
 
Leave twigs, leaves, and logs in piles as deadwood habitats. 
 
Create/install bird, insect, and hedgehog boxes creating safe spaces from busy city life. 
 
Pick up rubbish anywhere you see it. 
 
Pick up, bag, and dispose of your dog's waste responsibly. Dog waste is harmful to grasses and plants, and 
if the pathogens it contains are washed into watercourses, they can have detrimental effects on living 
organisms, including humans. The nutrients released from dog waste can also stimulate excessive algae 
and plant growth, disrupting the natural balance of ecosystems. 
 
Fit a bell to your cat's collar to help protect local wildlife. 
The bell can warn birds and small animals of a cat's approach, giving them a better chance to escape. This 
simple measure can help reduce the impact of domestic cats on local wildlife populations. 
 
Stick to the paths as leaving them can damage fragile plants, disturb wildlife, and increase soil erosion. 
Walking around muddy areas widens paths, destroys vegetation, and degrades the landscape. Help protect 
the countryside by staying on designated routes. 
 
Spot-on fleas and tick treatments can contaminate rivers, lakes, and ponds. Keep dogs out of natural water 
for 48 hours after treatment, consider oral alternatives, avoid unnecessary chemical use, and explore non-
chemical options where suitable. Small changes in pet care can make a big difference to aquatic 
ecosystems. 
 
Aim for some areas of medium grass. Cut these as often as you like but adjust the mower blade to a height 
of 10cm. This allows smaller wildflowers like daisies and speedwells to bloom.  
Allow some areas to develop into longer, flowering meadows. Leave them uncut until mid-July onwards, 
then cut and rake them in July or August. Raking and removing the cuttings are crucial aspects of meadow 
management because they prevent soil enrichment and create bare ground for seeds to fall on and 
germinate. These practices enable wildflowers to flourish.  
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Theme 7: Residential Areas (Lindsay to do) 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
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Theme 8: Roundabouts and Road Verges 
 
 
Introduction 
 
These often-overlooked areas of green spaces have the potential to be one of the best ways of connecting 
wildlife throughout the city. If managed appropriately, these areas can make a significant contribution to 
biodiversity and ecological connectivity, climate resilience, and landscape character. 
Roadside verges and roundabouts have the potential to act as important wildlife corridors, linking parks, 
woodlands, rivers, gardens, allotments, and other habitats. They allow species to move through the 
landscape, helping to reduce habitat fragmentation and enabling plants and animals to disperse, feed, and 
reproduce. 
 
Many verges support a surprising diversity of wildflowers, grasses, fungi, and insects. In some areas, 
roadside verges contain remnants of species-rich grassland that have disappeared from the wider 
countryside through agricultural intensification and development. These habitats can provide valuable 
nectar and pollen sources for bees, butterflies, hoverflies, and other pollinators, particularly where pollen 
rich flowering plants are. 
 
Roundabouts and verges also provide habitat for birds, small mammals, reptiles, and invertebrates. Longer 
grasses, wildflower areas, hedgerows, shrubs, and scattered trees can offer shelter, nesting opportunities, 
and feeding resources throughout the year. 
 
From a climate resilience perspective, vegetation along roads helps absorb carbon, improve air quality, 
reduce urban heat, and intercept rainfall. Deep-rooted plants improve soil structure and water infiltration, 
helping to reduce surface water runoff and contributing to natural flood management. 
 
These places can also enhance the appearance and character of towns and cities. Wildflower-rich verges 
and planted roundabouts create a sense of pride, provide seasonal interest, and help bring nature into 
everyday city environments. For many people, roundabouts and verges create interaction to changing 
seasons that otherwise wouldn’t be seen. 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
 
 
Put bee hives on roundabouts wild bees only 
 
Reducing mowing frequency where safety allows. 
Creating species-rich wildflower grasslands. 
Planting native trees, shrubs, and hedgerows. 
Managing grassland to encourage flowering plants. 
Retaining areas of longer grass for overwintering insects. 
Avoiding unnecessary pesticide and herbicide use. 
Enhancing habitat connectivity between green spaces.
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Theme 9: Playing fields  
 
 
Introduction 
 
Although playing fields are often relatively poor in nature due to regular mowing required to maintain them 
as recreational areas, they have lots of potential to become wildlife-rich through small changes in 
management and a shift in expectations about how these spaces should look and function. By enhancing 
areas around the edges, playing fields can make an important contribution to nature recovery, climate 
resilience, and community wellbeing while continuing to fulfil their primary recreational purpose. 
 
Playing fields are frequently among the largest open green spaces within the city and can/could act as 
green corridors, linking up the city and its surrounding habitats. Their size and strategic location mean they 
can provide valuable corridors for wildlife to move through the city and contribute to its wider ecological 
value. 
 
There are many opportunities to increase the nature value of playing fields without compromising their 
recreational use. These include creating species-rich grassland and wildflower margins, planting native 
trees, community orchards, hedgerows, and scrub, and managing boundaries to provide habitat and 
connectivity for birds, bats, pollinators, and small mammals. Additional structures like bird boxes, bat boxes, 
and insect nesting sites, can further enhance wildlife/nature value. 
 
Reducing mowing frequency in selected areas and collecting the arising can allow wildflowers to establish, 
increase nectar sources and improve habitat diversity. Such changes can transform underutilised grass 
margins into valuable wildlife habitats while reducing maintenance costs. 
 
Playing fields also play an important role in helping cities adapt to climate change. Trees and vegetation 
provide shade and help cool areas during periods of hot weather, while healthy soils and natural drainage 
improve water infiltration, reduce surface water runoff, and contribute to carbon storage and improved air 
quality. 
 
They also provide valuable opportunities for people to experience nature alongside recreation. Many 
residents, particularly children and young people, have regular contact with these spaces through sport, 
informal play, and everyday activities. Enhancing biodiversity/nature around playing fields can help foster a 
greater appreciation/understanding of nature while maintaining their primary recreational purpose. 
 
Playing fields are especially important for children, providing opportunities for outdoor activities that support 
physical, social, emotional development. Access to natural features within these spaces helps strengthen 
children's connection with nature and can encourage lifelong healthy and environmentally responsible 
behaviours.  
 
Natural play opportunities can often be created through simple interventions. Trees, wildflower areas, logs, 
sticks, leaves, pebbles, seed heads, mud, and puddles all provide resources that stimulate imagination, 
exploration, and learning. By integrating nature into playing field design and management, these spaces 
can become multifunctional landscapes that support sport, biodiversity, climate resilience, and community 
wellbeing. 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
 
What are we doing:(Contact Damien - community football) 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
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As a local resident, you can help by: 
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Theme 10: Farmland  
 
 
Introduction 
 
Although there isn’t much farmland within the parish of Truro it does make up a significant proportion of the 
landscape surrounding it and as such plays a crucial role in the city’s nature recovery. While its primary 
function is food production, it also has the potential to support a wide range of wildlife and provide important 
ecosystem for nature. 
 
Many of the species traditionally associated with the countryside, from birds, pollinators, mammals, reptiles, 
and wildflowers, have adapted to the agricultural landscapes for their survival. Features such as 
hedgerows, field margins, ponds, woodlands, orchards, ditches, and species-rich grasslands provide 
essential habitats for wildlife and can act as corridors across it. 
 
Farmland’s nature value is of high importance as it often lies between or around woodlands, rivers, 
wetlands, and urban spaces, becoming the corridors for nature to travel between helping to reduce 
fragmentation and increase resilience. Well-managed farmland can therefore play a key role in creating a 
joined-up nature recovery network. 
 
In addition to supporting biodiversity, farmland delivers important environmental benefits. Healthy soils help 
store carbon, improve water retention, and reduce erosion. Hedgerows, trees, and grassland help absorb 
carbon dioxide, improve air quality, and provide natural flood management by slowing the movement of 
water through the landscape. 
 
This land also contributes to landscape character, cultural heritage, and people's connection to nature. 
Traditional field patterns, Cornish hedges, orchards, grazing meadows help define the area’s identity and 
support opportunities for recreation, education, and wellbeing. 
 
Hedgerows are often described as the countryside's "green arteries" because they connect habitats across 
the landscape and allow wildlife to move safely between woodlands, grasslands, wetlands, and urban 
spaces. 
 
A well-managed hedgerow can support hundreds of species of plants, insects, birds, mammals, reptiles, 
amphibians, fungi, and lichens. Native hedgerow species such as hawthorn, blackthorn, hazel, field maple, 
and holly provide nectar for pollinators, berries and nuts for birds and mammals, and shelter for nesting 
wildlife. 
 
Beyond their biodiversity value, hedgerows help reduce soil erosion, improve water infiltration, store carbon, 
provide shelter for livestock, and help farmland adapt to climate change. 
 
Coppicing is a traditional woodland management technique where trees are cut on a rotational cycle to 
encourage new growth from the base. This practice creates a diverse woodland structure with areas of 
different ages and light levels, supporting a wide variety of wildlife. 
 
Many of Britain's most species-rich woodlands were historically managed as coppice. The regular opening 
of the woodland canopy allows sunlight to reach the woodland floor, encouraging wildflowers, shrubs, 
insects, butterflies and birds that would otherwise decline in dense, shaded woodland. 
 
Together, hedgerows and coppice woodlands form a vital part of the ecological network within the farmed 
landscape. They help connect habitats that allow wildlife to move through the countryside, provide 
resilience against climate change, and help reverse biodiversity loss. 
 
 
What do we have: 
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What are we doing: 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
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Theme 11: Water (Streams, Ponds and Ditches) (Lindsay to do, Poss 
Jade help) 
 
 
Introduction 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
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Theme 12: City Centre 
 
 
Introduction 
 
City centres are great for nature and are essential for supporting mental and physical health, tackling 
climate change, conserving biodiversity, and maintaining strong, resilient communities. Even small areas of 
green space can be surprisingly rich in wildlife and have the potential to support a greater diversity of 
species than intensively managed agricultural land. 
 
Despite being highly urbanised, Truro city centre can play important role in nature recovery. Parks, religious 
grounds, gardens, rivers, street trees, flower beds, hanging baskets, and other green spaces provide 
valuable habitats for wildlife and act as corridors connecting habitats across the landscape. 
 
These spaces/corridors support birds, bats, pollinators, and many more species while delivering important 
environmental benefits, from urban cooling, carbon storage, improved air quality, to natural flood  
management. Flower beds and hanging baskets, while often planted and valued for their visual impact, can 
also contribute to urban biodiversity. When planted with a diverse range of nectar- and pollen-rich species, 
they provide important food sources for bees, butterflies, hoverflies, and other pollinating insects, 
particularly in areas where natural habitats are limited. Seasonal bedding displays with the right species can 
extend flowering periods throughout the year, providing a continuous source of nectar and enhancing the 
ecological value of the city centre. 
 
As climate change continues to affect our towns and cities, urban green infrastructure will play an 
increasingly important role in helping Truro adapt and become more resilient. The use of drought-tolerant 
planting, perennial species, and climate-resilient trees can help reduce water use while maintaining 
attractive and wildlife-friendly public spaces. 
 
For many residents, the city centre and its green spaces provide their most frequent contact with nature. 
They offer opportunities for recreation, relaxation, learning, and social interaction, contributing to physical 
health, mental wellbeing, and community cohesion. Nature-rich urban environments also enhance local 
character, attract visitors, and help create vibrant and attractive places to live, work, and visit. 
 
By protecting, enhancing, and connecting green spaces throughout the city we can create a more wildlife-
friendly, climate-resilient, and healthier urban environment that benefits both people and nature across 
Truro. 
 
 
What do we have: 
 
The city center is a mixture of urban and retail and non-retail businesses. There are no industrial operations. 
The houses are mostly older with gardens. Most of the center is a conservation area, so all trees carry TPO’s.  
The tree cover is good. 
 
There are more formalised green areas - e.g., Cathedral Green, Rosewin Green, and Furniss Island, and 
many flower beds and planters. There are also verges and narrow pavement side beds, some of which are 
planted with pollinators as priority. 
 
There is a playpark which has a small pitch and adult exercise equipment, as well as children's play area. This 
is now subject to a gradual rewilding project, which will involve residents. 
 
The River Allen flows through the urban area from Daubuz Moor and enters the Truro River at Worth's Quay. 
The banks are rich in greenery - cow parsley, hemlock, ferns. mosses, rushes. Egret and dipper may be 
spotted there, plus an occasional heron. Occasionally trout may be spotted. The water quality is generally 
good, but during storms the river carries a lot of soil with, possibly, slurry or agricultural chemicals  
 
The garden walls, being old and stone built, supports plans like sedum, toadflax and small f 
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There are a few areas that, apparently, don't 'belong' to anyone, which have become dense with bramble and 
other native and non-native species valuable to wildlife. 
 
There are two large roundabouts on Morlaix Avenue. Fairmantle Street roundabout has been recently planted 
with native plants courtesy of Truro in Bloom. Trafalgar Roundabout still hosts the iconic wooden hedgehogs, 
plus some young trees. 
 
 
What are we doing: 
 
This really depends upon who is responsible for maintenance. The City Council is working towards 
sustainable planting in council owned plots.  more nature friendly approach. There has to be compromise 
and work towards cultural change. Cornwall Council manages a lot of space, especially around former 
sheltered housing areas and it could be a lot richer in wildlife and offer a therapeutic space for residents, but 
emphasis is on efficiency and economy. 
 
There are areas that are managed by the community that place an emphasis on nature. For example, the 
bed on Fairmantle, Tabernacle Streets, a couple of beds in Furniss Island and a nature bed near the law 
courts. 
 
The Patchwork Garden CIC grows vegetables organically in a couple of beds in the central area. 
 
Cathedral Green is partially managed for wildlife by a small group. There is nature-friendly planting, some 
healthy lime trees and a sympathetic mowing regime. A separate area, known as the Chantry Garden is 
beautifully managed by the occupiers of the Chantry.   
 
 
What are we planning to do: 
 
The plan is to increase biodiversity by sustainable nature-friendly planting, using organic and permaculture 
principles. There needs to be a community approach, with people understanding the reason.  We need to 
create green corridors that connect green spaces and, ultimately, the woodland areas that surround the 
town. The domestic garden sector is crucial here. 
 
The best plants to grow are those that produce food for insects, promote pollination, food for birds and 
shelter for mammals. We need all year-round flowering and ground cover to slow evaporation during 
droughts that are becoming more common. 
 
Chemicals should be avoided for both human and ecological health. The subject of pest control is one of 
the most divisive. On the one hand, pesticides provide a quick fix for dealing with aphids and other so-called 
pests. The RHS suggests Integrated Pest Management. where chemicals are a last resort, there is frequent 
monitoring and removal of diseased materials and predatory insects like hoverflies are encouraged. This is 
more time-consuming than pesticides but safer and cheaper and more sustainable. We also need, as a 
community, to tolerate weeds and the odd bit of damage an invertebrate might inflict. 
 
Create pollinator-friendly planting schemes using native and nectar-rich species in parks, planters, 
roundabouts, and streetscapes.  
 
Improve ecological connectivity by linking green spaces through tree-lined streets, hedgerows, planting 
corridors, and river corridors.  
 
 
As a local resident, you can help by: 
 
Plant more trees and diversify urban planting to provide shade, cooling, food sources, and habitat for 
wildlife.  
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Plant pollinator-friendly species in your garden to provide essential nectar and pollen for bees, butterflies, 
hoverflies, and other insects, which in turn helps food production. 
 
Reduce mowing and increase wildflower areas where appropriate to support insects and improve 
biodiversity.  
 
Protect and enhance existing green spaces such as parks, churchyards, riversides, and community gardens 
by support existing volunteer groups.  
 
Incorporate green infrastructure such as green roofs, living walls, rain gardens, and sustainable drainage 
systems.  
 
Enhance urban water features to improve habitats for wildlife and help manage surface water flooding.  
 
Provide homes for wildlife through bird boxes, bat boxes, insect habitats, and the retention of mature trees 
and deadwood where safe to do so.  
 
Reduce pesticide and herbicide use and adopt more sustainable management practices.  
 
Encourage community involvement through volunteering, community gardening, wildlife monitoring, and 
education projects.
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Appendix 1: Map of [Parish] 
 
 
[this could be just a simple OS map of your parish (which ECDC could provide if you don’t have), or, if you 
have the skills and resources, you could start to plot on it some of the features or actions identified in this 
Plan] 
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Appendix 2: Volunteer Directory 
 
 

Volunteer group Contact name Contact number Contact email 
Friends of Coosebean   friendsofcoosebean@gmail.com 

Friends of Daubuz John Farragher - Chairman  friendsofdaubuzmoor@outlook.com 

Friends of Newbridge Terry?   

Barrack Lane Allotment 
Group (BLAG) 

   

Rotary    

Truro in Bloom    

Cornwall Wildlife Trust Jade?   

Friends of Sunny Corner Paul Caruana    
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Topic Contribution 
to Nature 
Recovery 
Strategy 

Purpose and Key 
Objectives 

Resource 
requirements 

Current Position Delivered by 

Develop 
nature 
recovery 
strategy 

The purpose 
to the Forum 
is to develop 
a strategy 

The main purpose of 
the Forum is to develop 
a strategy and 
implementation plan 

Forum, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer  

On 26 May there was a further 
drafting session to which the 
Forum was invited. 
 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Nature Towns 
and Cities 
Accreditation 

Seeking 
accreditation 
may provide 
a useful 
framework 

Demonstrates 
commitment to 
transforming green 
infrastructure to benefit 
people place and 
nature 

Forum, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer 

At the February meeting it was 
agreed that the Chairman, 
Vice-Chairman and Ms 
Douglas-Martin meet to discuss 
in depth the feasibility of the 
Forum signing up to the 
accreditation scheme. 
Meeting outstanding. 
  

Chairman, Vice-Chairman and 
Ms Douglas-Martin 

Mini-Project 
at Tremorvah 
Playingfield 

To engage 
with local 
people and 
interest 
groups 

Create traditional 
grassland meadow, 
hibernaculum/compost 
area and orchard. 
Improve biodiversity. 

Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer. £295 
allocated by 
P&AC. 

On 2 March the P&AC agreed 
to the establishment of the 
mini-project. Logs delivered on 
site. Grass scarification next. 
Leaflets to be delivered to 
local residents about the 
project. 
 

Parks Department 

Establishment 
of Biological 
Recording 
Group 

To establish a 
local 
biological 
recording 
group to 
collect & 
strengthen 
base 
evidence of 

Improve biodiversity 
data coverage for 
Truro & assist in 
monitoring long-term 
trend. 

Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer 

The Forum welcomed the 
establishment of such a group 
independent of the Council 
(like friends’ groups). 
Countryside Ranger Team to 
make links to other interest 
groups. 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Appendix 4

Page 42 of 43



 

2 
 

state of 
nature in 
Truro. 

Forum logo  To engage 
with local 
community 

To share commitment 
to conserve & 
enhance biodiversity 

Events Officer, 
Communications 
Team, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Officer  

P&AC on 08.06.26 approved 
the logo. 

Chairman and Vice-Chairman 

Survey To engage 
with 
members of 
the public  

To provide relevant 
data base to support 
development of 
strategy 

Forum, Visit Truro 
and Digital 
Communications 
Manager, 
Countryside 
Ranger Team 
and Parks and 
Amenities 
Manager. 
£1295.35 funding 
is available 

The Parks and Amenities 
Manager, Chairman and Vice-
Chairman met with the Visit 
Truro and Digital 
Communications Manager 
and Events Officer to discuss 
ideas. An idea for a public 
survey by a specialist provider 
was suggested. 

Communications Team 

Preliminary 
Ecological 
Appraisal & 
Biodiversity 
Net Gain 
Metric of 
land at 
Comprigney 
Hill 
(Coosebean) 

Survey 
requested by 
Land at 
Comprigney 
Hill 
(Coosebean) 
Steering 
Group. 
Activity 
aligned to 
Forum 

Collect & strengthen 
base evidence of state 
of nature 

Land at 
Comprigney Hill 
(Coosebean) 
Steering Group 
Specialist 
contractor 

Survey requested by Steering 
Group and commissioned By 
Council via P&AC. To report 
back to Steering Group. 

Parks and Amenities Manager 
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