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Town Clerk

MEETING OF TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM (TNRF) HELD ON
TUESDAY 28 APRIL 2025 at 7.00 pm
in the Training Room, First Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro

PRESENT: Councillors: Southcombe (Chairman), Honorary Freeman Wells (Mayor),

and La Borde.

External Members: Ms Sue Allen and Ms Jade Neville (Friends of Coosebean and
Cornwall Wildlife Trust)

ALSO PRESENT: Forum Advisor Mr Richard Argall (volunteer tree warden).

APOLOGIES: Councillor Tucker, Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin (Treffry Residents’

Association), and John Faragher (Friends of Daubuz Moor).

ABSENT:

Also in Attendance: Richard Budge, Parks and Amenities Officer, Anna Cormie, Assistant
Countryside Ranger, Stephen Kirkpatrick Head Countryside Ranger, and Cheryl Simpson,
Committee Clerk.

1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

Noted. NRF/25/1760
2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

None. NRF/25/1761
3. MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor La Borde, seconded by the Chairman, and
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum Meeting held
on 3 February 2026 were signed as a correct record. NRF/25/1762

4. CHAIRMAN'S REPORT
None. NRF/25/1763

5. ESTABLISHMENT OF BIOLOGICAL RECORDING GROUP
The general consensus was that a biological recording group for the area of
the parish of the City of Truro was sensible. The Committee Clerk reported that
there was insufficient capacity for a group to be established under the
auspices of the City Council. However, if the group was established in a similar
way to the friends’ groups it might be able to apply for funding streams which
might not be possible for a group with the City Council. It was also suggested
that such a group might be able to align itself with Cornwall Wildlife Trust.
Information gathered could also be sent to ERCISS

Action: Committee Clerk to update expert. NRF/25/1764
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10.

11.

MINI PROJECT AT TREMORVAH PLAYINGFIELD

It was noted that on 2 March the Parks and Amenities Committee agreed to
the establishment of the mini-project. The Parks and Amenities Officer
reported that logs had been delivered to the site last week by the Council’s
contractor. The next stage was scarification of the grassed area. Tree planting
would involve the local community and not take place until autumn at the
earliest. One tree had been sponsored o replace a fallen oak. There were
plans for an information board and signs at enfrance points.

It was moved by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor La Borde, and
RECOMMENDED to the Parks and Amenities Committee that a leaflet be
delivered to the local community telling them about the project.

Action: Chairman to draft leaflet to be designed in corporate style.
NRF/25/1765

ACCREDITATION TO NATURE TOWNS AND CITIES

The Chairman, Vice-Chairman and representative of Treffry Resident’s
Association were due to discuss in depth the feasibility of the Forum signing up
to the Nature Towns and Cities accreditation scheme. Item postponed to the
next meeting in the absence of Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin.  NRF/25/1766

DRAFT TRURO NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY

The Chairman, Vice-Chairman, Parks and Amenities Officer and Ranger Team
had met to start drafting a plan and the initial draft was attached to the
agenda. Using a template sourced by the Chairman the group had begun
by drafting the infroduction and strategy and the section on churches. It was
generally agreed this was a positive step. It was suggested that the section on
churches and places of worship be sent fo Rev Andy Boorne of Kenwyn
Church for feedback. It was also suggested that feedback could be sought
from schools on the relevant section; many schools had eco-leads and eco-
committees. The Head Countryside Ranger agreed to lead drafting of the
plan, each section setting out what TCC did on its land, what controlled and
what wasn't in its control and examples members of the public could follow. It
was suggested that information could be included regarding bringing back
pinemartens and water voles and encouraging the right sort of habitat. A
reference to dormice could be included also. It was generally agreed to
organise another session to draft more sections of the plan before bringing
the draft back to the Forum for consideration.

Action: Plan drafting afternoon to which all Forum members were invited to
aftend on Tuesday 26 May at 2pm. Committee Clerk to confirm
arrangements. NRF/25/1767

VOLUNTEERS DAY - 28 JUNE 2026
It was generally agreed not to attend the Volunteer Day this year.
NRF/25/1768

FEEDBACK FROM POTENTIAL PARTNERS
a. Truro School’s offer to help data recording was noted. NRF/25/1769

PROPOSED LOGO
Based on a design suggested by Councillor La Borde, the Council’s
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12,

13.

14.

15.

15.

16.

Communication Team had created a draft logo for the Forum. It was
generally agreed to recommend this to the Parks and Amenities Committee
for agreement. NRF/25/1770

IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL EVENT/ SURVEY

The Parks and Amenities Officer, Chairman and Vice-Chairman met with the
Visit Truro and Digital Communications Manager and Events Officer to discuss
ideas. To report back to the next meeting. During discussion the Forum
considered and ruled out a potential launch at Tremorvah Playingfield due to
short timescale and potential overlap with the bonfire night event. At this
stage it was felt a potential launch could take place in the New Year possibly
linked to a free planting event.

Action: Committee Clerk to arrange a meeting with the Communications
Team further down the drafting process and closer to the date of a potential
launch. NRF/25/1771

RECORD SHARING

The Assistant Countryside Ranger reported on a potential list of groups to
share records with. These contacts could be useful to share knowledge and
experience when establishing a new recording group and when undertaking
bioblitzes. Useful contacts were Emma Whiting from Cornwall Wildlife Trust and
Laura Fox of ERCISS.

Action: Ranger Team to contact groups on establishment of a local recording
group. NRF/25/1772

TRURO NATURE RECOVERY WORK PLAN
The Forum welcomed the work plan as a useful tool to marshal information.

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Ms Jade Neville, and
RECOMMEND to the Parks and Amenities Committee the draft work plan
updated following the Forum Meeting (attached as Appendix 1 to the
minutes). NRF/25/1773
CORRESPONDENCE

a. The email from Love Where You Are Team was noted. NRF/25/1774
NEXT STEPS
See ltem 8. NRF/25/1775

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Tuesday 16 June 2026 at 7pm. NRF/25/1776

The meeting closed at 20:06.

CHAIRMAN
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Topic Contribution Purpose and Key Resource Current Position Delivered by
to Nature Objectives requirements
Recovery
Strategy
Develop The purpose | The main purpose of Forum, On 27 March the Parks and Chairman and Vice-Chairman
nature to the Forum | the Forum is to develop | Countryside Amenities Officer, Ranger Team,
recovery is fo develop | astrategy and Ranger Team Chairman and Vice-Chairman of
strategy a strategy implementation plan Parks and the Forum work began drafting a
Amenities Nature Recovery Plan. There is a
Officer further drafting session on 26.05.26
to which the Forum is invited.
Nature Towns | Seeking Demonstrates Forum, At the February meeting it was Chairman, Vice-Chairman and
and Cities accreditation | commitment fo Countryside agreed that the Chairman, Vice- | Ms Douglas-Martin

Accreditation

may provide

fransforming green

Ranger Team

Chairman and Ms Douglas-Martin

a useful infrastructure to benefit | and Parks and meet to discuss in depth the
framework people place and Amenities feasibility of the Forum signing up
nature Officer to the accreditation scheme.
Meeting outstanding.

Mini-Project To engage Create traditional Countryside On 2 March the P&AC considered | Parks Department
at Tremorvah | with local grassland meadow, Ranger Team a recommendation by the Forum
Playingfield people and hibernaculum/compost | and Parks and and agreed fo the establishment

interest area and orchard. Amenities of the mini-project. Logs delivered

groups Improve biodiversity. Officer. £295 on site. Grass scarification next.

allocated by
P&AC.

Establishment
of Biological
Recording
Group

To establish a
local
biological
recording
group to
collect &
strengthen
base

Improve biodiversity
data coverage for
Truro & assist in
monitoring long-term
frend.

Counftryside
Ranger Team
and Parks and
Amenities
Officer

The Forum welcomed the
establishment of such a group
independent of the Council (like
friends’ groups). Counftryside
Ranger Team to make links to
other interest groups.

Chairman and Vice-Chairman
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evidence of

state of
nature in
Truro.
Forum logo To engage To share commitment Events Officer, The Communications Team Chairman and Vice-Chairman
with locall fo conserve & Communications | created alogo to be
community enhance biodiversity Team, recommended to P&AC for
Counftryside approval attached as Appendix 2
Ranger Team to the Minutes.
and Parks and
Amenities
Officer
Survey To engage To provide relevant Forum, Visit Truro | The Parks and Amenities Officer, Communications Team
with data base to support and Digital Chairman and Vice-Chairman
members of development of Communications | met with the Visit Truro and Digital
the public strategy Manager, Communications Manager and
Countryside Events Officer to discuss ideas. An
Ranger Team idea for a public survey by a
and Parks and specialist provider was suggested.
Amenities
Officer. £1295.35
funding is
available
Preliminary Survey Collect & strengthen Land at Survey requested by Steering Parks and Amenities Officer
Ecological requested by | base evidence of state | Comprigney Hill | Group and commissioned By
Appraisal & Land at of nature (Coosebean) Council via P&AC. To report back
Biodiversity Comprigney Steering Group to Steering Group.
Net Gain Hill Specialist
Metric of (Coosebean) confractor
land at Steering
Comprigney | Group.
Hill Activity
(Coosebean) | aligned to
Forum
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Nature Recovery Forum

337



