
   

TRURO CITY COUNCIL 

 

Town Clerks Department 
Municipal Buildings 
Boscawen Street 
Truro TR1 2NE 
Tel.  (01872) 274766 
www.truro.gov.uk 
email: info@truro.gov.uk 
 

13 May 2026 
 

To: The Mayor (Councillor Wells), Deputy Mayor (Councillor Rich) and all members of Truro City Council 
pending the appointment of members at the Adjourned Annual Council meeting on 18 May 2026. 

  
Dear Councillor  
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a special meeting of the PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE will be held at the 
COMMITTEE ROOM, MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS, BOSCAWEN STREET, TR1 2NE on MONDAY 18 MAY 2026 after 
7.00pm for the transaction of the under mentioned business: 

A G E N D A 
 
1. RECOMMENDATION OF CHAIRPERSON FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2026/27 
 
2. RECOMMENDATION OF VICE-CHAIRPERSON FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2026/27 
 
3. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

To note apologies. 
 
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 To receive and resolve any dispensation requests. 
 
5. MINUTES 

To resolve to approve and sign the minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee meeting held on 
13 April 2026. (Appendix 1) 

 
6. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE LAND AT COMPRIGNEY HILL (COOSEBEAN) STEERING GROUP 

Five Councillors to include: 
the Mayor ex-officio, 
the Deputy Mayor ex-officio, 
and three other members. 

 
7. APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM 

At least five Councillors to include: 
the Mayor ex-officio, 
the Deputy Mayor ex-officio, 
and other members but no more than the number of Councillors: 
Sue Allen, 
Sarah Douglas-Martin (Treffry Residents’ Association) 
John Faragher (Friends of Daubuz Moor), 
Jade Neville (Friends of Coosebean) 
 

8. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 8 June 2026 

 
David Rodda MBE 

Town Clerk 

CITY OF TRURO 
 



 

312 
 

TRURO CITY COUNCIL 

 
     CITY OF TRURO 
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Town Clerk’s Department 

Municipal Buildings 
Boscawen Street 

Truro   TR1 2NE 
Tel.  (01872) 274766 

www.truro.gov.uk 
email: info@truro.gov.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 13 APRIL 

2026 AT 7.00 PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, FIRST FLOOR, MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS, BOSCAWEN STREET, 
TRURO 

 
PRESENT: Councillors La Borde (Chairman), Green, Mepham, Rabey, Rich 

(Deputy Mayor). Southcombe, Tann, Tucker, Webb (Chairman of the 
Finance and General Purposes Committee), and Honorary Freeman 
Wells (Mayor). 

APOLOGIES: Councillors Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons  
ABSENT: Councillor Douglas-Martin, 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Biscoe and Mrs Carlyon. 

Mrs Jessica Rush (St Petrocs), Ms Patricia Hawes and Mr Jazz Paine 
(Mei Loci Landscape Architects). 
Richard Budge (Parks and Amenities Officer) and Cheryl Simpson 
(Committee Clerk). 

 
1.  COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

The apologies were noted. 
 

 
PK/25/1640 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Councillor Honorary Freeman Wells  Agenda Item 18 Cornwall Council 

Truro City Council Grass Cutting 
Agreement 2026-27 – Kenwyn 
Church Closed Churchyard 

Vice-Chairman Kenwyn Church 
Parochial Church Council 

Councillor Honorary Freeman Wells 
left the room during consideration of 
this item 

. 

 
PK/25/1641 

3.  OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA - 
VERBAL QUESTIONS 
None. 
 

 
 
PK/25/1642 

4.  MINUTES 
It was proposed by Councillor Green, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee Meeting 
held on 2 March 2026 were a correct record and signed. 
 

 
 
 
PK/25/1643 

5.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None. 
 

 
PK/25/1644 
 

6.  CORRESPONDENCE 
None. 
 
 
 

 
PK/25/1645 
 

Appendix 1
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7.  ST PETROCS MEMORIAL PLANTING  
It was moved by the Councillor Honorary Freeman Wells, seconded by 
Councillor Green, and 
It was  
RESOLVED that Standing Orders be suspended to allow representatives from 
St Petrocs and Mei Loci Landscape Architects to speak to Members. 
 
Mrs Jessica Rush of St Petrocs and Ms Patricia Hawes and Jazz Paine of Mei 
Loci Landscape Architects provided a presentation on the planned 
commemorative garde. Copies of the presentation slides had been 
circulated to the Committee with the agenda. Mrs Rush reported that 
following the passing of a number of clients it was suggested that a memorial 
garden could be developed to offer a space for reflection and looking to the 
future; it was also an opportunity to remember the fortieth anniversary of the 
establishment of St Petrocs. Mr Jazz Paine set out the ethos to the project and 
explained the development process from site analysis, concept and initial 
design, feedback, design outcome, key features, hard landscape and 
signage methods, soft landscape materials palette. In summary the aim was 
to create a public space to enhance and address ongoing work and to 
provide a space for calm and quiet reflection. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Rabey, seconded by the Chairman, and 
RESOLVED that Standing Orders be reinstated. 
 
During discussion the Parks and Amenities Officer stated that although the 
City Council had been paid by Cornwall Council to maintain this area of land 
for many years, he had been advised that this land was not owned by 
Cornall Council and was in fact unregistered. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Webb and seconded by Councillor Tann, and  
RESOLVED that Standing Orders be suspended. 
 
Mrs Rush indicated that St Petrocs would be willing to consider applying to 
the Land Registry to register for ownership of the land, but this was not their 
first priority; this was to deliver the project. 
 
It was moved by Councillor Honorary Freeman Wells, seconded by Councillor 
Tucker, and 
RESOLVED that Standing Orders be reinstated. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Southcombe, seconded by Councillor Tucker, 
and  
Recommended to Finance and General Purposes Committee. 
1. The memorial planting scheme as outlined. 
2. Truro City Council to apply to the Land Registry for ownership of land. 
3. To take on the management of the land from within the existing Parks 
budget.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1646 
 
 
 

8.  TRURO CITY COUNCIL – DUCK POND POLICY  
The Parks and Amenities Officer explained that the policy was required as 
part of the compliance paperwork required for dredging the duck pond. The 
contractor would also be required to provide appropriate method 
statements. The intention now was for the dredgings to be spread onto the 
new cemetery fields and the new allotment site at Treffry Road (it was 
reported that Lord Falmouth did not wish for dredgings to be spread on his 
land.). 
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. It was proposed by Councillor Tucker, seconded by Councillor Green, and  
Recommended to Council to adopt this element of the wider pond 
management policy ahead of the remaining elements coming forward for 
Council consideration. 
 

 
PK/25/1647 
 
 
 

9.  TRURO CITY COUNCIL – GRITTING AND SNOW CLEARANCE POLICY 
A typographical error in the report was corrected, the deletion of “of” in 
paragraph 5.2 second line. During discussion Members reminded themselves 
that the City Council did not have sufficient resources to respond to all 
requests for assistance and it needed to prioritise its own land first. The Parks 
and Amenities Officer confirmed that City Council land was prioritised first 
and this would be subject to the ability of relevant members of staff travelling 
to work safely. Accordingly, it was suggested to amend the draft policy as 
follows: Section 2 Scope of the Policy the addition of a fifth bullet point 
“Where the above areas have been gritted and where resources allow.”  
 
It was proposed by Councillor Rich, seconded by Councillor Green, and  
Recommended to Council that the rewritten gritting and snow clearance 
Policy as amended be adopted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1648 

10.  SCHEDULE OF FEES (INCLUDING PAVILION) AND SUITE OF GOVERNANCE 
POLICIES 
During discussion, it was commented there was no indication that the 
proposed fees were sufficient to cover the costs of the Boscawen Park 
Pavillion. Councillors were advised that the new pétanque rink was proposed 
to be located between the end of Boscawen Park and Football Pitch 1. It was 
also noted the annual membership charge aimed to cover booking 
administration costs. The Boscawen Park Sports Hub Development Officer 
reassured the Committee that the proposed fees and charges had been 
benchmarked in the UK and Europe. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and 
Recommendations to Full Council that: 
1. It notes the contents of this report. 
2. It resolves to adopt the tabled documents as part of the operational 
framework for Boscawen Park and the Pavilion: 
• Boscawen Park Conditions of Hire 
• Boscawen Park Booking and Allocation Policy 
• Boscawen Park Events and Performance Space Policy 
3.That it resolves to adopt the revised Schedule of Fees for Boscawen Park. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1649 

11.  BOSCAWEN PARK TENNIS COURTS FLOODLIGHTS ISSUE 
Noted. 
 

PK/25/1650 

12.  WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEE 
None. 
 

 
PK/25/1651 
 

13.  STANDING ITEMS 
a. Boscawen Park - Dredging of Swanpool – Update  

The update was noted. 
 

b. Towns Fund Deal Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project and Pitch 
Improvement Works Update  
The update report was noted. 
 

c. Swing Bridge Project Update 

 
 
PK/25/1652 
 
 
 
PK/25/1653 
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Members noted that under the Transport Works Act Order a planning 
application had been submitted to central government and would be 
considered by the Department of Transport in due course. The Committee 
noted the update report. 

 

 
 
 
PK/25/1654 
 

14.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
The Parks and Amenities Officer highlighted that the recent shipment of 
dahlia stock contaminated by gall mite had been disposed of in the general 
waste stream in accordance with DEFRA advice. It was also noted there was 
interest in a numbers of areas of land across Truro for the establishment of a 
farm share/ community vegetable scheme. The report was noted. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1655 
 

15.  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and 
RESOLVED that in accordance with S1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public will be excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of the following item by reason of its confidential or 
special nature: business. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1656 
 

16.  CORNWALL COUNCIL TRURO CITY COUNCIL GRASS CUTTING AGREEMENT 2026-
27 – VARIOUS AREAS  
This matter was a resolved item due to timescale; the deadline was 30 April 
2026. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Tucker, seconded by Councillor Tann, and, 
RESOLVED that Cornwall Council’s the grass cutting agreement for various 
areas be accepted. 
 
[Councillor Freeman Wells left the meeting room at 20:05.] 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1657 
 

17.  CORNWALL COUNCIL TRURO CITY COUNCIL GRASS CUTTING AGREEMENT 2026-
27 - KENWYN CHURCH CLOSED CHURCHYARD 
This matter was a resolved item due to timescale. The Parks and Amenities 
Manager reported the amount offered represented only a 2% increase from 
the previous year. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Rich, and, 
RESOLVED that Cornwall Council’s grass cutting agreement for Kenwyn 
Church Closed Churchyard be approved. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1658 

18.  CORNWALL COUNCIL PUBLIC REALM IMPROVEMENT AND REINTRODUCTION OF 
WEED TREATMENT 
[Councillor Honorary Freeman Wells returned to the meeting room at 20:25.] 
 
The Committee was requested to consider whether to opt in or opt out of 
Cornwall Council’s public realm improvement programme including the 
reintroduction of weed treatment. Revised plans dating from 2013 provided 
by Cornwall Council indicated an area marked in red in the City Centre 
which was already covered by Biffa’s weed control team; the area marked in 
green was the area offered for weed spraying. 
 
The Parks and Amenities Officer reported that Truro City Council had taken on 
weed spraying after Cornwall Council ceased providing this service about 
2012/13 which coincided with a reduction in street sweeping and change on 
verge management. Various trials of methods of weed removal had taken 
place. Two roadsmen were employed to hand hoe the City Centre but only 
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5% of the area was covered in six months and there were reports of repetitive 
strain injury. Steam removal proved impractical to manage in residential 
areas. Flame gunning was tried but there was an incident of a fire started in 
dry weather. The Council also purchased a Kirstern Sweeper which ripped up 
the pavement surface and damaged cob walls and houses built from Truro 
soft stone. Use of vinegar was not trialled due to reports of discoloration and 
potential contamination of water courses. Currently the Council’s contractor 
spot sprayed glyphosate on footpaths and kerbs to the kerb edge using a 
mechanically operated boom.  
 
The Town Clerk recommended that the Council opt in with the proviso that 
further information be sought from Cornwall Council regarding a number of 
matters. If the City Council opted in at this stage it appeared it would lead to 
a saving to the City Council of £10K (ending the contract for weed spraying) 
and a reduction in use of glyphosate of some 80% by the City Council. Clarity 
was sought on the length in kilometres to be maintained, the provision of 
updated maps, which verges would be maintained, if recent housing estates 
contracted since 2013 would be covered by Cornwall Council. Further it was 
considered that the standard In terms of verge management was not clearly 
specified. The quality of finished work was also queried. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Rabey, seconded by Councillor Tann, and, 
RESOLVED to defer making a decision on whether to opt in or opt out of 
Cornwall Councils public realm improvement programme pending a meeting 
of the Town Clerk, Parks and Amenities Officer, Chair of Parks and Amenities 
Committee, four Cornwall Councillors and Cornwall Council’s Committee Link 
Officer and Contract Manager to clarify the matters highlighted above and 
report back to Council, and Cornwall Council be advised that Full Council at 
its meeting on 27 April 2026 is the earliest date a decision can be made. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1659 

19.  READMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
It was proposed by the Councillor Webb seconded by Councillor Rabey, and 
RESOLVED that the press and public be permitted to re-join the meeting. 
 

 
 
PK/25/1660 
 

20.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
8 June 2026 
 

 
PK/25/1661 
 

21.  ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
Final wider pond policy, Truro Public Cemetery Management Plan, 
Development of Play areas, review of (dogs on lead) Cemetery Regulations 
(March 2027). 

 
 
PK/25/1662 
 

 
The meeting closed at 20:45 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------- 
CHAIRMAN 


