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TRURO CITY COUNCIL 
 

 
 
 

25 February 2026 
To:   The Mayor (Honorary Freeman Wells) 
 Deputy Mayor (Councillor Loic Rich) 
 Chairman and members of the  
         PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE: 

Councillors Douglas-Martin, Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons, Green, La Borde, 
Mepham, Rabey, Southcombe, Tann, Tucker, 
and Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee Councillor Webb 

 and all other Members of TRURO CITY COUNCIL for information  
 
Dear Councillor, 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a meeting of the Parks and Amenities Committee will take place on 
MONDAY 2 MARCH 2026 at 7.00 pm in the Committee Room (First Floor), Municipal Buildings, 
Boscawen Street, Truro TR1 2NE for the transaction of the under mentioned business: 

A G E N D A  

Press and Public are invited to attend. Meetings are held in public and could be filmed or recorded by 
broadcasters, the media or members of the public. 

 
Before the meeting the Chairman will read out the Fire Procedures 

 
1 COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

To note apologies. 
 

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

3 OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA - VERBAL 
QUESTIONS (5 Minutes) 
 

4 MINUTES (APPENDIX A) 

 To resolve to approve and sign the Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee 
Meeting held on 2 February 2026. 
 

5 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 Verbal report. 

 
6 CORRESPONDENCE  
 None. 

 
 

Town Clerk’s Department 
Municipal Buildings 

Boscawen Street 
Truro TR1 2NE 

Tel: (01872) 274766 
www.truro.gov.uk 

e-mail: info@truro.gov.uk 
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7 APPLICATIONS FOR USE OF PARKS AND GARDENS  
 

 (i) Hope Church (formerly Truro Evangelical Church) Open Air Christian Service. 31 
May, 28 June and 23 August 2026. Performance Area. 2.45 – 4.00pm (APPENDIX B) 
To resolve to grant permission for use subject to appropriate compliance 
paperwork. 
 

(ii) Cornwall Rowing Association. Cornwall Rowing Association 75th Anniversary 
Event. Display traditional Cornish skiffs and river race. Close off top end carpark, 
open entrance to field, use rear end of football pitch (not drained) to display 
skiffs.  Use Pavilion changing rooms and shower for race (APPENDIX C) 
To resolve to grant permission for use subject to appropriate compliance 
paperwork. 

 
8 TRURO CITY COUNCIL – TRURO PUBLIC CEMETERY ST CLEMENT’S HILL, TRURO TR1 1NT – 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO REGULATIONS (APPENDIX D) 
 

 To recommend to Council approve the updated Truro Public Cemetery Regulations. 
 

9 WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

 To note the Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum Meeting Held On 3 February 
2026 (APPENDIX E) 
 
(i) Minute NRF/25/1335 Mini-Project At Tremorvah Playing Field (APPENDIX F) 
To recommend to Council that a mini-project for Tremorvah Playing Field be established. 
 
(ii) Minute NRF/25/1338 Draft Truro Nature Recovery Strategy 
To resolve that the Parks and Amenities Officer, Head Ranger, Chairman and Vice-
Chairman of the Forum work with the Forum to develop a nature recovery strategy for 
Truro City Council and report back to the next Forum meeting. 
 

10 STANDING ITEMS 
 

a. Boscawen Park - Dredging of Swanpool – Update  
This item is included in the Towns Deal grant funding bid for facilities in Boscawen 
Park. (APPENDIX G) 

b. Towns Fund Deal Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project and Pitch Improvement 
Works Update (APPENDIX G 

c. Swing Bridge Project Update (APPENDIX G) 
To note the report.  

 
11 INFORMATION ITEMS (APPENDIX H) 

Parks and Amenities Officer’s Report 
1. To note the report. 

 
2. To recommend to Council that the Parks and Amenities Officer vire the £5,000 

saving from the weed spraying budget to the play equipment replacement 
budget. 
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12 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

In accordance with S1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the 
press and public will be excluded from the meeting during consideration of the 
following item by reason of its confidential or special nature: business. 
 

13 LOCAL MAINTENANCE PARTNERSHIP 2026 - 27 (APPENDIX I) 
To recommend to Council that Cornwall Council’s offer for cutting Public Rights of Way 
in the Parish of the City of Truro set out in their letter dated 30 January 2026 be 
accepted. 
 

 
14 READMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC  

Press and public will be permitted to re-join the meeting following the conclusion of the 
confidential item. 
 
 

15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
13 April 2026 
 

16 ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
Final pond policy, Truro Public Cemetery Management Plan, Development of Play 
areas, gritting policy, and St Petrocs Soiciety Memorial Planting. 

 

DAVID RODDA MBE  

TOWN CLERK 
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TRURO CITY COUNCIL 

 
     CITY OF TRURO 
       Town Clerk 

  
Town Clerk’s Department 

Municipal Buildings 
Boscawen Street 

Truro   TR1 2NE 
Tel.  (01872) 274766 

www.truro.gov.uk 
email: info@truro.gov.uk 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 2 FEBRUARY 
2026 AT 7.00 PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, FIRST FLOOR, MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS, BOSCAWEN STREET, 

TRURO 
 
PRESENT: Councillors La Borde (Chairman), Douglas-Martin, Green, Rich 

(Deputy Mayor), Southcombe, Tucker, and Honorary Freeman Wells 
(Mayor). 

APOLOGIES: Councillors Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons, Mepham, Rabey, 
Tann, Webb (Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee). 

ABSENT: None. 
ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Nigel Unwin and Councillors Biscoe and Mrs Carlyon 

Richard Budge (Parks and Amenities Officer), and Cheryl Simpson 
(Committee Clerk). 
 

 
1.  COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

The apologies were noted. 
 

 
PK/25/1303 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
None. 

 
PK/25/1304 

3.  OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA 
- VERBAL QUESTIONS 
None.  

 
 
PK/25/1305 

4.  MINUTES 
It was proposed by Councillor Douglas-Martin seconded by Councillor 
Tucker, and  
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee Meeting 
held on 5 January 2025 were a correct record and signed. 
 

 
 
PK/25/1306 

5.  CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None. 
 

 
PK/25/1307 
 

6.  CORRESPONDENCE 
The Parks and Amenities Officer reported a letter had been received since 
the agenda had been published from South West Water notifying the 
Council that a new fire hydrant would be installed at Newbridge Lane 
Playing Field. 
 
[Councillor Southcombe arrived in the meeting at 19:05.] 
 

 
 
 
 
PK/25/1308 
 

7.  HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK – PARKS AND AMENITIES DEPARTMENT 
i. Training of Staff – Parks and Amenities Officer to report. 
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The Parks and Amenities Officer reported on-line mandatory training was 
on-going. He was also in the process of arranging various training courses 
including hedge trimming, strimming and road traffic management etc. The 
report was noted. 
 
ii. Parks and Amenities Department – Report of any Recent Accidents – 
Parks & Amenities Officer to report.  
A colour copy of the pie charts was circulated at the meeting for 
information. The Parks and Amenities Officer reported since the meeting in 
July 2025 there had been 4 near misses and 4 dangerous occurrences. The 
statistics covered members of staff and members of the public. Overall 
numbers of accidents remained low and about 30% were slips, trips and 
falls. Since the agenda had been published two accidents had occurred, 
firstly a member of staff’s ankle was bruised by a tree rolling during tree 
works and secondly a member of the public had reversed into a TCC truck 
but no damage had occurred. Councillors suggested another column be 
added to the table to record action taken/ mitigation. It was also noted 
that chicken wire was being phased out and replaced with anti-slip 
surfaces were appropriate on the boardwalks in the countryside area. The 
report was noted. 
 
iii. Shop Steward - Ben Minns, Unite Representative and Unite Health and 
Safety Representative - Unite Representative to report. 
In the absence of the Unite representative, the Parks and Amenities Officer 
reported dog faeces continued to be a concern to staff. Regular incidents 
including ‘splatter events’ were taking place, and these had increased 
during the current wet weather. He agreed this was not acceptable and 
staff and himself were reviewing ways of working to reduce these incidents 
including using the banks mower more frequently. He had contacted 
Cornwall Council’s Enforcement Officer to arrange for more patrols, and 
more signs would be installed reminding people that allowing dogs to foul 
amenities was an offence. Staff could also film incidents and send 
recordings to the Enforcement Officer for further action. The problem was 
particularly apparent in the Cornubia Close, Merrick Avenue and 
Tremorvah Playing Field areas in Truro. The report was noted. 
 

 
 
PK/25/1309 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1310 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1311 
 
 

8.  Q3 EXPENDITURE TO BUDGET SUMMARY 2025-26 – PARKS  
The Parks and Amenities Officer highlighted overspends in the areas of 
repair and maintenance of buildings (as the equipment and materials and 
buildings budget had been amalgamated), protective clothing and the 
repair and maintenance budget for vehicle repairs will be over budget by 
the end of the financial year. This had been exacerbated by repairs earlier 
in the year to the two tractors that were ready to be replaced. The Council 
was also expecting a large repair bill for the Ford Ranger due to injector 
problems associated with the engine regenerations system linked to the 
ERG valves. The Council was trialling the lease hire of e-vehicles which 
would be replaced after 3-5 years of use. Staff were encouraged to drive 
TCC vehicles home on occasion to enable engines to regenerate correctly. 
One of the recently acquired new vehicles was decorated in the TCC livery; 
2 vehicles could not be fully liveried because they were on a short-term 
lease and they were wrapped in a TCC livery. A magnetic livery had also 
been trialled.  
 
Tennis court posts and nets would be replaced in Quarter 4.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1312 
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The report was noted. The verbal update on repairs and maintenance 
budgets from the Parks and Amenities Officer was noted. 
 

9. A RECONSIDER TRURO’S WINTER GRITTING POLICY 
The Parks and Amenities Officer explained the change from the old policy 
was the Council would act in the event of an ice warning in addition to 
snow. He reminded Members Cornwall Council was, and remained, the 
highways authority and Cornwall Council had decided to withdraw funding 
for grit bins. Truro City Council decided in 2010 not to take on responsibility 
for gritting roads and pavements. The City Council had a tow-along gritter 
and pavement gritter which could be used.  The City Council firstly focused 
on Boscawen Park and Hendra car parks and Lemon Quay when events 
were being arranged. Secondly, the Council would then respond to any 
gritting requests from Councillors and members of the public guided by 
health and safety of its staff. The former Beechwood Parc Residents’ 
Association and Kenwyn Residents’ Association funded a couple of grit bins 
for a limited time period. The purpose of grit bins was to grit the local road 
and pavement and was not meant for local residents to take grit and treat 
domestic drives or paths. The Committee generally supported the current 
gritting policy. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Tucker, seconded by Councillor Wells, and  
 
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL: 

1. To undertake to grit the car parks at Boscawen Park and Hendra and 
on Lemon Quay on days when events are scheduled.  Gritting would 
be triggered by a risk assessment following an ice/snow warning 
being issued by Cornwall Council. 

2. That for all other areas of Truro the current Gritting Policy to be re-
written will remain in place.  

3. That the Gritting Policy - reflecting recommendations 1 and 2 above - 
be rewritten by the Parks and Amenities Officer and reported to the 
Parks and Amenities Committee. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1313 
 

9B TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM A LOCAL RESIDENT TO ESTABLISH A GRIT BIN 
AT BEECHWOOD PARC 
Cornwall Council, on behalf of third-party requested a grit bin be provided 
on Beechwood Parc near its junction with Tregolls Road. There were also 
enquiries about existing grit bins in Treffry Road running low and a request 
for a grit bin on Treffry Road near Treffry Court. There was no offer to fund 
the purchase or maintenance of these grit bins or potential grit bins. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Douglas-Martin, seconded by Councillor 
Tucker, and  
 
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that the request for new grit bins be refused in 
line with the current gritting policy. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1314 
 

10.  TRURO COMMUNITY PATCHWORK FARM 
The Committee considered a request from Truro Community Patchwork 
Farm CIC to rent some vacant space (the old tractor shed area currently 
used as storage) in Victoria Gardens. Members were generally in favour of 
an allotment rental agreement. If rented out access would be limited to the 
CIC in line with Garden opening hours (8am – 4pm winter 8am to dusk 
summer 9am at weekends.) 
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It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and  
 
RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL that  

1. It enters into a rental agreement with the Patchwork Farm CIC for use 
of vacant space in Victoria Gardens. 

2. It delegates the detail of this rental agreement to the Town Clerk in 
consultation with the Parks and Amenities Officer and the Chairman 
of the Parks and Amenities Committee. 

 

 
 
 
PK/25/1315 
 
 
 
PK/25/1316 
 

11.  WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEE 
None. 
 

 
PK/25/1317 
 

12.  STANDING ITEMS 
a. Boscawen Park - Dredging of Swanpool – Update  

The update was noted. 
 

b. Towns Fund Deal Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project and Pitch 
Improvement Works Update  
The update report was noted. 
 

c. Swing Bridge Project Update 
The Committee noted the update report. 

 

 
 
PK/25/1318 
 
 
 
PK/25/1319 
 
 
PK/25/1320 
 

13.  INFORMATION ITEMS 
The Parks and Amenities Officer updated Councillors reporting about 90 
trees in the Coosebean, Daubuz Moor, Beechwood Parc and Boscawen 
Park areas had been bought down by the recent stormy weather, in 
addition there were two trees at Boscawen Park which required removal. 
The Parks Team were in the process of clearing up but the Council’s tree 
surgeon (including aerial tree work) would be needed to make trees safe 
also. He noted that FAQs had been sent to those people who had 
expressed an interest in the ice cream tender at Boscawen Park. Once the 
deadline for tenders had passed tenders received would be scored by the 
Parks and Amenities Officer prior to a decision being made on the tender. 
The Parks and Amenities Officer clarified the plants from the old planters 
removed from Lemon Quay had been split and grown on ready to be 
planted in the Parks Department in due course. Finally, the Parks and 
Amenities Officer reported he had met the complainant about the speed 
humps at Boscawen Park and had experienced this particular car (with new 
suspension) which rubbed the speed hub on traversing. The Council may 
need to arrange for some tarmac to be cut out from underneath the humps 
to lower them. The report was noted. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1321 
 

14.  EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and 
RESOLVED that in accordance with S1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public will be excluded from the meeting 
during consideration of the following item by reason of its confidential or 
special nature: business. 
 

 
 
PK/25/1322 
 

15.  Padel Tennis 
An application to locate two padel tennis courts on land rented by the City 
Council to another organisation was considered. The partner organisation 
for the project had made a presentation on their latest application prior to 
the meeting. 
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A motion to note that the organisation referred to in the report had 
addressed the concerns raised by the Committee in their resubmission 
together with a recommendation to Council that it supports the 
organisation referred to in the report to pursue the creation of a Padel 
tennis facility and renew the lease so that it will enable the Padel Tennis 
provision to proceed upon being put to the vote was lost. 
 
Further, it was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Green, 
and 
RESOLVED that organisation referred in the report and its partner 
organisation be advised of the following reasons for not supporting the 
creation of a padel tennis facility at the location referred to in the report. 
The Committee would welcome the establishment of a padel tennis facility 
in Truro but not at this location in an open green space. Members also 
appreciated the efforts the organisation and its partner made to address 
the Committee’s concerns raised at its November meeting. It was 
considered the visual impact of the large building proposed detracted from 
the park in particular adversely impacting the view of the Cathedral from 
the river. There was also concern about the detrimental impact of the 
building and its activity (light and noise) on wildlife. There was concern 
about the impact of noise on local residents. The affordability and inclusivity 
of the proposed range of charges was also queried. The lack of facilities in 
the proposed building and proposed use of facilities in another 
organisation’s building was questioned. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1323 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PK/25/1324 
 

16.  READMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
It was proposed by the Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Douglas-
Martin, and RESOLVED that the press and public be permitted to re-join the 
meeting. 
 

 
 
PK/25/1325 
 

17.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
2 March 2026 
 

 
PK/25/1326 
 

18.  ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 
Final pond policy,  Truro Public Cemetery Management Plan, Weed 
Spraying, Development of Play areas and Gritting Policy. 
 

 
 
PK/25/1327 
 

 
The meeting closed at 20:56 
 
 
 
 

--------------------------------------- 
CHAIRMAN 
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Application For use of  
Truro Parks and 

Gardens 
Town Clerk: David Rodda Parks 
Department  
Municipal Buildings Boscawen 
Street  
Truro TR1 2NE  
01872 274766  
info@truro.gov.uk  
www.truro.gov.uk 

Please note not all sections may be relevant to your event or activity, please put N/A if this is the case. 
Supply as  much information as possible on the other sections and if more information will follow, please 

state as such.  

Applicant Information 

Name of applicant:  Date:30/1/2026 

Name of Company / Organisation: Cornwall Rowing Association (CRA) 

*Please provide charity reg no if applicable 

Contact Number:  Email Address:  

Address:  

Invoicing Details: 
 

Purchase Order Number:  
 
N/A 

 
 

Event Details 

Name of Event: Cornwall Rowing 
Association 75th anniversary 

Date/s of Event:13/6/2026 

Park or Garden: Park Will your Event be:  

If you would like Truro City Council to promote your event, please visit the Visit 
Truro  website and submit your event at: www.visittruro.org.uk/submit-an-event 

Appendix C
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Marquee supplier contact details:  

*Please supply the name of the Marquee company as well as your contacts name and number 
– if applicable.  

Do you require use of electricity?   

*Please ensure all equipment is fit for purpose and Portable Appliance Tested. 

Will you require use of water?  
 
We hope to hire the scout hall for catering 

 
 

Will you have any vehicles involved:  Vehicles will tow the boats to site but will not 
be part of the event 

*Please list type of vehicles, weight of vehicles, how many and when they will be used. 

Do you intend to have security staff at this event?  No 

*If yes please provide your contacts name and number 

Please provide details of your First Aid arrangements.  Named first aiders 

*Please provide your contacts name and number 

 
 

Documents 
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Please provide the following documents:  
*Please note all events are required to provide a minimum of a Risk Assessment as well as a copy 
of their Public Liability Insurance Certificate prior to any event or activity being approved.   

The event organiser is responsible for ensuring that any individual participant in the event has an  
adequate up to date Public Liability Insurance Policy. Truro City Council cannot accept liability for 
your  activities.   
Please also tick and provide any other documents that are applicable to the event.   

All relevant documents must be provided to the City Council 28 days prior the event or 
activities.  Failure to comply may result in the City Council refusing or retracting permission to 
hold the event.  

Risk Assessments of proposed event ☐  Public liability insurance ☐ *Please 
ensure you hold a current policy of Public 
Liability or Third-Party risk (including products  
liability where appropriate  

Event Programme ☐ *Please provide a 
draft programme of event activities. 

Event Notification Form ☐ *Please note 
you will be required to inform Cornwall Council 
of your event, by filling out their  Event 
Notification Form. All relevant services such  as 
the police, ambulance, and fire services as well  
as LSAG will be made aware of your event.  

Temporary Event Notice Agreement 
☐ *Please note you will require a TENs if you 

event consist of any of the following:  
- Plays or films  
- Indoor sporting events, boxing, 
wrestling - Live/recorded music  
- Performance of dance  
- Sale/supply of alcohol  
- Provision of late-night refreshment (hot food 
and drink between 23:00-05:00)  
TEN’s are applied to and issued by 
Cornwall  Council 

Street Collection Permit ☐ *Any person 
who intends to either collect money or sell 
articles for the benefit of charitable or other  
purposes in any street or public place requires a  
street collection permit from Cornwall Council 

Certificate-Inspection ☐  Site Plan ☐ 

 
 
•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  

•  
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Inflatables/Rides:  
*Please note all inflatables and rides used 
during  an event require a risk assessment and 
in-date  certificate of inspection prior to the 
activity. 

* Where appropriate a detailed site plan 
showing  positions of stalls, marquee and 
displays etc will  be required. In respect to 
races and walks etc. a  detailed route plan 
which also shows locations of  route marshals 
must be provided.  

Emergency / Evacuation Plan ☐ * 
Larger events will need to evaluate how  
attendees would evacuate the site in an  
emergency. Please provide a detailed   
emergency plan which includes a fire plan 
and  what firefighting equipment will be 
present.  

Event Management Plan ☐ * Larger 
events will need to provide a detailed  Event 
Management Plan outlining the roles and  
responsibilities of all involved in the event on 
the  day.  

PRS / PPL ☐  

•  

*Please provide an in-date Music License or  
evidence of payment for PRS/PPL for any live or  
recorded music which will be played at the 
event.  

Other ☐ *Please list any other 
documentation provided as  part of your 
application:  

 
 
•  

Notes/Additional Information 

Please provide any additional information:  Please see event safety plan for details 

*I.e. Inflatables, Loud music or noise, Food and Beverage or Alcoholic beverage sales etc 

 
 

By signing or printing name on this form, I, the data subject, understand and agree  
that the information about me will be shared across all relevant departments in the  
Council, the Emergency Services as well as Devon and Cornwall Police unless such  
sharing of information is prohibited by statutory instrument.  

Signed: ................................... Dated: 30/1/2026.........................................  

Please send Completed form, together with required documents and any additional sheets / information to 
be  returned to:   

Truro City Council  
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Parks Department,   
Municipal Buildings,   
Boscawen Street,   
Truro, Cornwall,  
TR1 2NE   
or email: parks@truro.gov.uk 
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Report to: Parks 
Date: Monday 2nd March 2026 
Title: Truro Public Cemetery Regulations 2026  
Authors, 
Roles and 
Contact 
Details: 

 Jo Wheildon  
Burials Officer 
burials@truro.gov.uk 
01872 303451 

Approval and clearance obtained from chair of committee: Y / N 
Urgency Procedure(s) used? If yes include rationale. N/A 

 
 
Recommendation(s):  
 
1. To recommend to council that it resolve to approve the updated Truro 

Public Cemetery Regulations. 
  

 
1 Executive Summary 
1.1 Previous Regulations were approved in 2025. Main amendments:  

Point 7 on page 2 of the current regulations states all dogs must be kept on a 
lead. This is to be changed to no dogs allowed in the cemetery. 
 
Also, please note that an addition has been added to point 27 on page 3 
stating that only human remains are permitted to be interred in the cemetery. 

 
2 Purpose of Report and key information 
2.1 This report seeks Council agreement of these changes to the current 

regulations.  
 

2.2 Whilst many dog owners are responsible and pick up any dog waste many 
are not and allow their dogs to run free across the cemetery.  This is leading to 
increasing levels of dog mess across the site especially in the older areas of 
the cemetery.  Staff maintaining the site then come across this dog mess 
when they are strimming the area as it cannot be seen in the long grass.  This 
results in them being covered in dog mess which is very unpleasant and a 
health and safety concern.    

 
3 Benefits for Customers/Residents 
3.1 Families visiting the cemetery will not have to put up with the dog waste left 

from irresponsible dog owners that have not cleared up after their dog. It will 
make for a safer/better environment. 

 
4 Relevant Previous Decisions 
4.1 Previous Regulations were agreed in 2025 which included dogs to be allowed 

on leads. 
 

5 Consultation and Engagement 
5.1 The updated draft Regulations have been agreed by the Burials Officer and 

Parks General Foreman. 

Appendix D
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6 Financial Implications of the proposed course of action/decision 
6.1 Signage has been purchased by the Parks department for several sites.  

 
7 Legal/Governance Implications of the proposed course of action/decision 
7.1 The care & maintenance of Truro Public Cemetery is a statutory duty for Truro 

City Council.   

 
8 Risk Implications of the proposed course of action/decision 
8.1 N/A 

 
9 Options available 
9.1 Do nothing – if the dog ban is not agreed this would pose a health and safety 

concern for our staff and the public.  
 
9.2 Other options – No other option available 
9.3 Chosen option – Proceed with updated regulations as set out 

 
10 Supporting Information (Appendices) 
10.1 A copy of the updated draft Regulations 

 
11 Approval and clearance 

 
All reports: 
 
Final report sign offs This report has been cleared 

by (or mark not required if 
appropriate) 

Date 

Town Clerk 
(Required for all reports) 

David Rodda 23.2.26 

Deputy Town Clerk (Finance 
and HR)  
(Required for all reports) 

Esther Greig  
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1 

 

 

Truro City Council welcomes all visitors to the Cemetery. However, you are kindly requested to respect the 
peace and dignity of the facility and others visiting it. 

 
 
Truro Public Cemetery is open for visitors 24 hours a day 365 days a year. However, vehicles are not permitted 
onsite between the hours of 5pm and 8:00am. 

 
Interments are available between the following hours: 

Summer hours (as above) Monday to Thursday last interment 3pm and Friday 2pm 
Winter hours (as above) Monday to Thursday last interment 2pm and Friday 11am 

 
The Burial Department is open from Monday to Thursday 9am – 4:30pm and Friday 9am – 4pm on 
burials@truro.gov.uk or by phone 01872 274766 option 3 

 
The Cemetery is managed and operated by Truro City Council in accordance with the Local Authorities’ 
Cemeteries Order (LACO 1977), as amended by the Local Authorities’ (Amendment) Order 1986 and such 
other regulations as may be made by the Secretary of State for the Home Office, from time to time. 
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MANAGEMENT OF THE CEMETERY 
 
1. The Cemetery is open 24 hours a day 365 days 

a year, but Truro City Council reserves the right 
to close the Cemetery and limit visiting at any 
time. 

 
2. No person (including elected members of Truro 

City Council), other than a person authorised by 
a Council employee, shall enter, or remain in 
the Cemetery when it is closed to the public. 

 
3. All persons (including elected members of Truro 

City Council) entering the Cemetery will be 
subject to the orders and control of the Council 
or any person authorised by the Council. 

 
4. All persons shall conduct themselves in a 

decent, quiet and orderly manner and are 
reminded of the provisions of the LACO article 
18 (1): - No person shall: 

  a) wilfully create any disturbance in a
        Cemetery; 

b) commit any nuisance in a Cemetery; 
c) wilfully interfere with any burial taking 

place in a Cemetery; 
d) wilfully interfere with any grave or vault, 

any tombstone or other memorial or 
any flowers or plants on any grave; or 

e) play at any game or sport in a 
Cemetery. 

 
5. Visitors to the Cemetery shall not unreasonably 

interrupt the Council’s employees at their 
duties, employ them to execute private works 
within the Cemetery or extend to them any 
gratuity. 

 
6. All enquiries, complaints, and requests by 

members of the public must be made to the 
Burial Department and not to employees in the 
Cemetery.  

 
7. No dogs are permitted in the cemetery, with 

the exception of guide dogs or dogs that form 
part of a mourning party (to be kept on a lead 
at all times). 

 

8. Children (under the age of 12 years) are not 
permitted in the Cemetery except under the 
care and supervision of a responsible adult. 

 
9. No person shall sell, offer, or expose for sale any 

article, commodity or thing of any kind 
whatsoever or solicit for orders from the same, 
within the Cemetery. 

 
10. Any person using a motor vehicle in the 

Cemetery shall do so on a carriageway suited to 
that purpose, except with the consent of the 
Council, and shall not exceed 10 mph. Parking, 
driving, or reversing on grave plots or grass verges 
is not permitted. When visiting a grave or 
attending an interment parking MUST always 
permit access to emergency services to all 
sections of the Cemetery. 

 
11. All Cemetery visitors must keep to the footpaths 

or roads provided, except whilst visiting a grave, 
and refrain from touching the trees, shrubs, plants 
or flowers. 

 
12. No person shall drop, throw, or leave any 

wastepaper or refuse of any kind in the 
Cemetery. Litter bins are provided. 

 
13. No person shall operate any sound reproducing 

equipment or play any musical instrument in the 
cemetery without the prior consent of the 
Council. 

 
14. No Council employee is to demand or receive 

any gratuity. 
 
15. No interment shall take place, no monument 

shall be erected or removed, nor shall any 
additional inscription be made on a memorial, 
without the prior written consent from the Burial 
Department. 

 
16. An appointment with the Burial department 

MUST be made prior to any work being executed 
in Truro Public Cemetery. 
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INTERMENT 
 
17. Application for interment must be submitted to 

the Burial Department on the correct 
application form at least five working days prior 
to the proposed interment. 
The application form must be completed in full, 
signed by the funeral organiser and be 
accompanied by the appropriate fee.  
If a memorial is removed for interment an 
application form must be completed and the 
relevant fee paid. 

 
18. In the case of re-opening a purchased grave 

Truro City Council requires written authorisation 
from the Exclusive Right of Burial grantee; no 
consent is required for the interment of the 
Exclusive Right of Burial grantee. 

 
19. No interment will be permitted on Saturday, 

Sunday, Good Friday, Christmas Day or a public 
holiday (please contact the Burial Officer for 
further information). 

 
20. The appointed time for an interment will be 

when the funeral cortège arrives at the 
entrance gate of the Cemetery. 

 
21. The funeral director/person in charge of the 

funeral arriving after the appointed time must 
act under the direction of the Council, or their 
authorised person, as to when the funeral 
service may proceed. 

 
22. In cases of emergency, certified by acceptable 

medical authority, Regulation 19 may be 
waived in the interest of public health. 

 
23. The person or persons arranging the interment 

shall be responsible for the attendance of a 
Minister of Religion, if appropriate, to officiate at 
the burial service and for payment of any fee to 
which the Minister is entitled. 

 
24. Services are limited up to one hour but may be 

extended by special agreement from the 
Council. 

 
25. Any form of religious service may be used but 

any other ceremony is subject to the approval 
of the Council. Alternatively, the interment may 
be performed without service. 

 
26. A Certificate for Disposal issued by the Registrar 

of Births and Deaths or a Coroner’s Order for 
Burial must be handed to the Burials team when 
the funeral cortège arrives at the Cemetery. 

 
 

27. Any body brought into the Cemetery shall be 
contained in a suitable coffin unless an un-
coffined burial has been previously authorised by 
the Council. Only the interment of human 
remains is permitted in the cemetery.  
 

28. No coffin shall be accepted unless it bears 
adequate particulars to the identity of the 
deceased person within. 

 
29. A coffin may only contain one body, with 

exception of: a mother and baby (babies), Or 
under exceptional circumstances (ie. more than 
one baby) at the discretion of the Town Clerk. 

 
30. The responsibility for providing sufficient bearers 

to carry the coffin from the hearse to the grave, 
whether mourners are present or not, rests with 
the funeral director or person arranging the 
funeral. 

 
31. All graves will be prepared and dressed by Truro 

City Council employees. New graves are 
allocated in strict rotation within each section of 
the Cemetery. Plans of the Cemetery are kept in 
the Burial Department and may be viewed 
during usual office hours. 

 
32. Where a grave is re-opened for the purpose of 

interment no person shall disturb any interred 
human remains or remove any soil from the 
grave. 

 
33. No body or cremated remains may be removed 

from any grave without the production of an 
Exhumation licence from the Ecclesiastical 
Faculty and/or Ministry of Justice. This is a 
requirement by law. Further information about 
Exhumation can be found on the following link: 
Apply to exhume human remains - GOV.UK 
(www.gov.uk) 

 
34. The Council may exclude any person or persons 

who are not mourners or officially connected 
with a funeral at any time. 
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CREMATED REMAINS 
 
35. Cremated remains may be interred, in caskets 

or other approved containers, in a large grave 
plot providing the Exclusive Right of Burial has 
been purchased and written authorisation from 
the deed holder is provided. 

 
36. Once cremated remains have been interred 

into a large plot the grave space will be 
deemed as full and no further coffin interments 
will be allowed. (Unless in exceptional 
circumstances, when an appropriate licence 
has been obtained) 

 
37. Small plots are available in the Cemetery 

exclusively for cremated remains/ashes. There is 
a maximum of two containers per plot. 

 
38. For interment of ashes in a large plot please 

contact the burials department for guidance. 
 

39. Cremated remains can only be interred by a 
representative of the City Council. 

 
40. There is no facility for “scattering” cremated 

remains in Truro Public Cemetery. 
 

FEES 
 

41. Fees for all Cemetery services will be 
determined by the Council annually and take 
effect from 1st April each year. 

 
42. Residence fees apply where the person to be 

interred was a resident/parishioner of the City of 
Truro (TR1 postcode) immediately before death 
or for any person who can provide evidence of 
being a resident/parishioner for five years in their 
adult life (evidence must be provided). Please 
write to the Town Clerk for consideration of 
resident fees if evidence cannot be provided. 

 
43. All non-resident applicants will be charged a 

100% surcharge (excluding memorial permits). 
 

44. All fees are payable in advance to Truro City 
Council by BACs payment, cheque or cash. 
Please note all cheques must have cleared 
prior to any authorised work in the Cemetery 
(including interment). 

RESERVATION OF GRAVES AND CREMATION PLOTS 
 
45. New plots can be reserved for a period of ten 

years.  
Should the grave be required during the ten-year 
period of reservation the full Exclusive Right of 
Burial fee (at the time) will be charged less the 
initial reservation fee. The purchaser, or person 
arranging the funeral, must submit their 
reservation agreement, completed Exclusive 
Right of Burial and interment application forms. 

 
46. The responsibility lies with the purchaser to 

contact Truro City Council to renew the 
reservation and pay the relevant fee at the time 
of the ten-year expiry. 
 

47. If this is not renewed the grave (if a plot was 
allocated) WILL be used should the Burials 
Department deem necessary. 
 

48. The option of renewal is subject to capacity in 
the cemetery at the time of the ten-year expiry. 
Graves are dug in rotation and per section. At 
the time of reservation, you will have the choice 
of the next available plot, and receive a grave 
reference, or you will be allocated the next 
available plot at the time of interment. 
 

49. There may be occasions when Truro City Council 
need to contact you regarding your reservation 
plot; it is essential that Truro City Council be 
informed of any change of address. 
No refund will be given for any period of the ten- 
year reservation that is unused. 
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EXCLUSIVE RIGHT OF BURIAL 
 
50. The Exclusive Right of Burial (ERoB) gives the 

grantee/s lease of a grave plot for a maximum 
of 100 years. The land remains the property of 
Truro City Council. 
The purchase of the ERoB includes the issuing of 
a deed grant which must be stored safely and 
submitted upon application for the grave to be 
opened. 

 
51. Grantee/s have an entitlement to determine 

who is buried in the grave, whether a memorial 
is erected/removed, and any future additional 
inscriptions added to that memorial. 
Truro City Council allows a maximum of three 
grantees on any ERoB grant. 

 
52. The ERoB may be purchased at the time of 

interment upon submitting a completed 
application form and payment of the 
appropriate fee. 
 

53. Should the grave need to be re-opened, 
permission MUST be submitted, in writing, by all 
grantees unless interment is for the grave owner. 

 
54. Truro City Council must be informed of any 

change of address. 
 

55. All private graves will be initially excavated to 
the purchased depth however, the Council 
cannot be held responsible if, due to factors 
outside their control, the full number of 
interments in a grave cannot be achieved. 
Truro City Council will contact you should they 
become aware of this. 

 
56. At the expiry date on the ERoB the grantee will 

have the option to renew subject to restrictions 
and regulations in force at that time. 
 

57. An application for the renewal of ERoB should 
be made within twelve months of the expiry of 
the grant. 

 
58. A public (common) grave is a grave in which 

no ERoB has been purchased. 
Truro City Council reserves the right to inter into 
a public grave; memorials can not be erected 
on public graves. 
 

59. All named deed holders have the right to be 
interred into the grave providing there is 
sufficient space. Once the grantee/s is/are 
deceased the grave can only be re-opened if 
the ERoB deed is transferred to a new owner.  
 
 

 
60. ERoB will be issued with no fee to the parent/s of 

stillborn/children’s graves.  
 

TRANSFER OF EXCLUSIVE RIGHT OF BURIAL 
 

61. A Form of Assignment is used by a living owner to 
transfer the ownership or to add additional names 
to the ERoB deed. An administration fee is 
applicable. An amended deed will be issued to 
the new/additional grantee/s. 

 
62. A legal document MUST be submitted to the 

Burial Department before the transfer of ERoB 
can be completed. 

 
63. One of the following would be acceptable – 

Grant of Probate – showing the legal executor 
and bearing the embossed seal of the Courts. 
Letters of Administration – showing the legal right 
to administer the estate and bearing the 
embossed seal of the Courts. 
(Please seek advice and guidance from a 
solicitor). 

 
64. A Form of Assent can be used to transfer ERoB 

from an executor/administrator once ownership 
has been transferred into their name (similar to a 
Form of Assignment). 

 
65. In the absence of a legal document a Statutory 

Declaration can sometimes be used to transfer 
the ownership of the ERoB to an ‘entitled’ 
person/s. The Burial Officer will write the Statutory 
Declaration, (admin fees apply) which the 
applicant would be responsible to sign in the 
presence of a Magistrate or Commissioner for 
Oaths (fees may apply). 

 
66. Upon sight of the signed, original Statutory 

Declaration the Burial Officer will transfer the 
ERoB to the named person on the declaration 
and issue a revised deed. 

 
67. A transfer will not extend the date of the original 

lease. 
 

68. An administration fee is applicable to transfer the 
Exclusive Right of Burial. 

 
69. To change any personal details on the ERoB 

grant please contact the Burial Department. 
 

70. The above list of combination and forms with 
reference to transferring the ERoB is not 
exhaustive - contact the Burial Department for 
advice and guidance. 
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MEMORIALS - Permits 
 
71. A permit to erect a memorial can be applied for 

through submitting a completed application 
form and payment of the applicable fee - the 
application form MUST be signed by the ERoB 
grantee/s.  The approval of any application will 
be confirmed by the issue of a Memorial Permit 
to the ERoB grantee/s and notification 
authorising the proposed work to the stone 
mason. This notification will be valid for a period 
of 18 months. Should this expire, a new 
application must be submitted, and fees paid in 
full. 

 
72. A permit to remove/re-erect any memorial and 

to add any additional inscription can be 
applied for. 
The approval of any application will be 
confirmed by the issue of a notification to the 
monumental mason. 
This notification will be valid for a period of 18 
months.  
Should this expire, a new application must be 
submitted and fees paid in full. 
Within eighteen months of removal a memorial 
must be re-erected whether an inscription has 
been made or not. 

 
73. An appointment MUST be made via the Burial 

Department prior to any work being executed 
in Truro Public Cemetery. 

 
74. A permit is required for cleaning, up righting 

and re-levelling, repair of lettering, or painting 
of existing inscriptions regardless of whether the 
monument is to be removed from the Cemetery. 
No fee is payable. 

 
75. Trade names and grave reference (inscribed) 

MUST be indicated on every monument. This 
information MUST be indicated on the 
application form and submitted for approval by 
the Burial Officer. 

 
76. A monument may only be erected on a grave 

space in accordance with these regulations. 
A memorial permit can only be issued once the 
following criteria has been submitted: 
• A permanent memorial can be erected on 

a grave 12 months after the burial has taken 
place to allow for the ground to settle. 

• grave number and name of the deceased. 
• in the case of a new monument, a drawing, 

with comprehensive measurements.  
• This must include the type, colour and 

finish of the material to be used and show all 
dimensions (including those of the kerb set 
and the foundation slab). Only memorials 
purchased from a NAMM or BRAMM qualified 
stone mason and of a durable material will 
be permitted. Memorials purchased from an 
online supplier are not of durable material 
and will not be permitted. 

• The text of any inscription to be inscribed, 
altered or added to any existing monument 
and the method of lettering. 

• the name, address and signature of the ERoB 
grantee/s and the monumental mason 
executing the work. 

• Truro City Council permits memorials and 
additional inscriptions that relate to the 
deceased ERoB grantee; the applicant 
should be the deceased’s nearest surviving 
relative or executor (evidence is required). 
For any further work ERoB must be 
transferred – see page 5. 

 
77. A memorial permit is issued on the 

understanding that work executed will fully 
comply with the details specified on the 
submitted application form and the 
requirement of these Regulations. 
Anyone who erects any unauthorised 
monument or undertakes any monumental 
work within the Cemetery, not in compliance 
with these Regulations, will be asked to remove 
the monument and pay all costs involved. 

 
78. Any memorial erected in the Cemetery remains 

the property and responsibility of the ERoB 
grantee/s. All memorials remain in the Cemetery 
at the sole risk of the owner and must be kept in 
good state of repair. 

 
79. The Council undertakes safety inspections on all 

memorials every five years. Where an unsafe 
memorial is found the Council will contact the 
ERoB grantee/s to advise and, if necessary, 
make the memorial temporarily safe, until a 
stone mason can re-fix. This is the responsibility 
of the family.  

 
80. The Council reserves the right to remove any 

memorial which has become, or is likely to 
become, dangerous or which is in a derelict or 
unsightly condition. 

 
81. Truro City Council shall not be held responsible 

for any damage or breakage which may occur 
to any memorial. Families are encouraged to 
buy insurance for their memorial.
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Memorials continued – Measurements 
 
 

82. Please see diagram for maximum 
measurements of headstone & Base. 

 
The foundation stone should be set and doweled 
into a minimum of four inches (101mm) deep 
concrete foundation made up of: 

• one-part cement; 
• two parts sand; 
• four parts of gravel or three-quarters to 

dust. 
The foundation stone to be fixed below ground 
level. 
The base stone to be doweled to the foundation 
stone following the final burial and inscriptions. 
No kerbs or ledgers are to be fixed in the new 
sections of the cemetery. 
Wooden crosses may be erected if in compliance 
with these regulations.  
 
 

 

Other memorials can be: 
 

83. Book or tablet, measuring no more than the 
following;  

 
 

Fixed to a base not more than 28 inches x 18 
inches x 3 inches of the same material, fixed on a 
foundation of the same dimensions as the base 
 

84. flat tablet not more than 12 inches x 12 inches x 2 
inches (304mm x 304mm x 50mm) fixed to a 
foundation of the same dimensions as the base 
or sufficiently wide to bridge the grave and rest 
on undisturbed ground, all to be in natural stone; 
number 50. 
Child/stillbirth memorials - 24” height x 20” width x 
3” depth - headstone 
3” height x 24” width x 12” depth – base 
 

85. All memorials upon completion will be inspected 
and signed off by the City Council’s Burials 
department. 

 
86. No hewing or dressing of stones will be permitted 

in the Cemetery without a valid permit; no fee 
applicable. 

 
87. All materials and equipment shall be transported 

in the Cemetery to prevent damage to walks, 
paths, roads or turfed areas and all soil or waste 
material MUST be removed when work is 
completed. Mats, boards or canvas shall be 
used, as directed by the Council to achieve this. 
Any damage caused is the responsibility of the 
perpetrator who MUST fund any repair. 

 
88. All persons employed on behalf of the owner of 

the ERoB to erect or remove any monument shall 
carry out their work strictly under the direction of 
the Council. 
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MAINTENANCE AND UPKEEP 
 

89. After an interment has taken place and a 
reasonable time has elapsed for the natural 
subsidence of the earth used to fill the grave, 
Truro City Council shall, in accordance with the 
Local Authorities Cemeteries Order 1977, cause 
the surface to be levelled, covered with topsoil 
and seeded; excluding any area covered by a 
memorial. 

 
90. It is the responsibility of the grave owner to keep 

the grave space in a tidy condition. In default 
the Council reserves the right to level topsoil 
and re-seed. 

 
91. The placing of glass containers, shades, items of 

pottery, toys, tins, gravel, plastic or wire mesh 
fences or other items of metal, plastic or other 
material on graves are forbidden and will be 
removed by the Council. Best efforts will be 
made to ensure that the owner of the grave will 
be informed in writing, the items will be retained 
at the cemetery for collection for 1 month.  

 
If the items are uncollected, or they have to be 
removed on more than one occasion, the 
Council reserves the right to dispose of these 
items at its discretion without further 
consultation. It is the grave owner’s responsibility 
to ensure their contact details on record with 
Truro City Council are kept up to date. 

 
92. Temporary (or permanent) wooden crosses 

provided at the time of interment are accepted 
however, once rotten, may be removed and 
plaques stored. Collection of these can be 
requested during usual working hours. 

 
93. Spring flowering bulbs may be planted on a 

grave, as directed by the Council. The planting 
of perennials, shrubs and trees is not permitted. 

 
94. The Council reserves the right to remove from 

any grave space flowers, plants, floral tributes, 
wreaths or receptacles which have 
deteriorated or become unsightly and dispose 
of them. 

 
95. Grass cutting will be carried out by Truro City 

Council, at a frequency determined by 
weather conditions and the Council. Within the 
Conservation Area set aside by the Council, 
maintenance will differ from the normal grass 
cutting cycle. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

96. Maintenance work conducted by members of 
the public is restricted to manually operated 
hand tools only. 

 
97. Cleaning headstones should be undertaken in 

controlled conditions and meeting Control of 
Substances Hazardous to Health Regulations 
Assessments. Please contact the Burial Officer for 
advice and guidance. 

 
 

GENERAL 
 
98. All contractors working in the Cemetery must 

comply with Truro City Council’s requirements 
and submit the necessary compliance 
documents annually. 

 
99. Any contractor failing to comply with these 

regulations will not be able to conduct business 
in Truro Public Cemetery. 

 
100. All rubbish and waste material, including 

wreaths and floral tributes, which have been 
removed from graves, should be disposed of in 
the litter bins provided. 

 
101. Household waste or other waste material, not 

generated in the cemetery, must not be placed 
in the litterbins. 

 
102. The Council is empowered to alter or amend 

the foregoing regulations at any time; to 
introduce further regulations as it considers 
necessary; to waive any of the foregoing 
regulations in exceptional circumstances or to 
impose temporary restrictions on any matters not 
specifically covered by these regulations. 
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TRURO CITY COUNCIL 

 
     CITY OF TRURO 
       Town Clerk 

 Town Clerk’s Department 
Municipal Buildings 
Boscawen Street 
Truro   TR1 2NE 
Tel.  (01872) 274766 
www.truro.gov.uk 
email: info@truro.gov.uk 

MEETING OF TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM (TNRF) HELD ON 
TUESDAY 3 FEBRUARY 2025 at 7.00 pm  

in the Large Community Room, Second Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro 
  

PRESENT: Councillors: Southcombe (Chairman), Honorary Freeman Wells (Mayor) and 
La Borde. 
External Members: Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin (Treffry Residents’ Association),  
ALSO PRESENT: Forum Advisor Mr Richard Argall (volunteer tree warden), Dr Mike 
Kent and Ms Kaz Muna. 
APOLOGIES: Councillor Tucker, Ms Sue Allen, and Ms Jade Neville (Friends of 
Coosebean and Cornwall Wildlife Trust) 
ABSENT: Councillor Rich (Deputy Mayor) and John Faragher (Friends of Daubuz Moor). 
Also in Attendance: Richard Budge, Parks and Amenities Officer, Anna Cormie, Assistant 
Countryside Ranger and Cheryl Simpson, Committee Clerk. 
 
1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 

Noted.        NRF/25/1328 
 

2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 None.         NRF/25/1329 
 

3. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 4 SEPTEMBER 2025 
It was proposed by Councillor La Borde, seconded by the Chairman, and  
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum Meeting held 
on 20 October 2025 were signed as a correct record.  NRF/25/1330 

4. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
None.         NRF/25/1331 

 
5. TO APPOINT A NEW MEMBER 

Dr Mike Kent noted that he was more involved with St Clement Parish Council 
and was no longer interested in becoming a member of TNRF but he would 
attend meetings where possible.      NRF/25/1332 

 
6. WILD TRURO MONIES 

It was noted that at its meeting on 3 November 2025 the Parks and Amenities 
Committee agreed that of the £1295.35 originally allocated to the former Wild 
Truro project, £295 be allocated to developing mini-projects and £1000.35 be 
allocated for the development of a nature recovery strategy. NRF/25/1333 
 

7. ESTABLISHMENT OF BIOLOGICAL RECORDING GROUP 
Dr Mike Kent (in the absence of Mr Matt Stibley) presented a scoping 
document for the establishment of a biological recording group for the area 
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of the parish of the City of Truro. The Forum generally supported the 
establishment of a recording group but queried whether the Group could 
standalone from the City Council (and be more able to apply for potential 
funding streams) or sit under the Forum. It was also suggested such a group 
concentrate on City Council owned / managed land in the first instance. 
 
Action: Chairman and Vice-Chairman to discuss with Mr Matt Stibley the 
potential establishment of a biological recording group for the area of the 
City of Truro Parish and report back to the next meeting.   
         NRF/25/1334 
 

8. MINI PROJECT AT TREMORVAH PLAYINGFIELD 
The Parks and Amenities Officer presented a scoping document for a mini-
project at Tremorvah Playing Field which had been drafted by the Head 
Countryside Ranger, Chairman and Mr Richard Argall. The Parks and 
Amenities Officer noted the trees used might be different to those listed in the 
document. He also suggested material from trees which had fallen in the 
recent stormy weather might be utilised. Appropriate signage at entry points 
and on site might cost in the region of £900. The Ranger Team would link-up 
with Archbishop Benson School on the project. It was suggested a botanic 
audit be undertaken before and after implementation of the project. The 
project might need to be implemented in the Autumn in line with tree 
planting advice. It was noted The Forum did not have the power in its terms of 
reference to establish projects and authority need to be sought form the City 
Council. After some discussion: 
 
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor La Borde, and 
RECOMMENDED TO THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE that a mini-project 
for Tremorvah Playing Field be established. 
 
Action: Ranger Team to contact Mr Matt Stribley to discuss the feasibility of 
conducting a bioblitz at Tremorvah Playing Field prior to the mini-project. 

NRF/25/1335 
 

9. ACCREDITATION TO NATURE TOWNS AND CITIES 
The Forum considered the accreditation scheme by Nature Towns and Cities 
and whether to formally seek accreditation. It was noted successful 
accreditation might lead to potential access to additional funding streams. 
After some discussion: 
 
It was proposed by Councillor La Borde, seconded by Honorary Freeman 
Wells, and 
RESOLVED that the Chairman, Vice-Chairman and Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin to 
meet after this meeting to discuss in depth the feasibility of the Forum signing 
up to the Nature Towns and Cities accreditation scheme and report back to 
the next meeting.       NRF/25/1336 

 
10. LOVE WHERE YOU ARE FUNDING ROUND 

The Forum was asked to consider if there were any eligible projects. 

Action: Committee Clerk to seek further information about this potential 
funding stream and report back to the next meeting.  NRF/25/1337 
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11. DRAFT TRURO NATURE RECOVERY STRATEGY 
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Ms Douglas-Martin, and 
RECOMMENDED TO THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE that the Parks and 
Amenities Officer, Head Countryside Ranger, Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
of the Forum work with the Forum to develop a Nature Recovery Strategy for 
Truro City Council and report back to the next Forum meeting.  

NRF/25/1338 
 
12. FEEDBACK FROM POTENTIAL PARTNERS 

An email from Truro School dated 08.01.26 was noted. The Assistant 
Countryside Ranger noted that they were already working on a coppicing 
project (harvesting material to refurbish the hedgehog sculptures) with Truro 
School. 

 
Action:  
1. Committee Clerk to ask Truro School if it wishes to be involved in additional 

future project led by the Countryside Ranger Team, such as data 
recording. 

2. Councillor La Borde to contact Truro Bid and the Friends of Newbridge 
Lane if they wished to partner the Forum in its work. 

3. Report back to the next meeting on actions 1 and 2. 
           NRF/25/1339 
 
13. IDEAS FOR POTENTIAL EVENT 

The Forum had been requested to reflect on their experience and bring 
forward ideas for a potential event for discussion at this meeting. A botanical/ 
wildlife hunt around the town centre which children could do with their 
parents was suggested by the Chairman and Vice-Chairman. The Parks and 
Amenities Officer referred to the Council’s Wild Truro publication and the 
existing Denzil hedgehog trail. 
 
Action: Committee Clerk to arrange meeting for Chairman and Vice-
Chairman with the Visit Truro and Digital Communications Manager and 
Events Officer to discuss ideas and report back to the next meeting. 

          NRF/25/1340 
 
14. CORRESPONDENCE 

The items of correspondence had been deferred to this meeting when the 
meeting became inquorate.  

a. The email dated 17 09.25 regarding the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local 
Nature Partnership Conference was noted. The Assistant Countryside 
Ranger had attended this event reporting that further similar events 
might be arranged. One outcome was encouragement to 
organisations to commit themselves to pledge for nature. A new chair of 
the Cornwall Nature Recovery Forum had also been elected.  

b. The email dated 03.10.25 regarding South West Water’s £2 million Nature 
Recovery Fund was noted. It was noted that this funding stream was not 
relevant to the Forum and the closing deadline had passed. 

         NRF/25/1341 
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15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 Tuesday 17 March 2026.        
          NRF/25/1342 

 
The meeting closed at 20:21. 
 

 
------------------------------------------ CHAIRMAN 
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Tremorvah playing fields 
 
Wildlife improvements/recommendations  
19 Jan 2026 – Steve Kirkpatrick – Truro City Council Lead Ranger 
 We could add general maintenance to this if needed/wished 
 
The attached map shows where the recommendations below can be carried out. 
 
Traditional grassland meadow management 
Overview: The general aim of meadow management is to manage grassland areas 
as a mosaic of habitat, adopting traditional hay meadow management in as many 
suitable areas as possible within equipment and time constraints. 
Traditional hay meadow management involves the cutting 
and collection/removal of grasses in late summer/early autumn. This is to 
remove nutrients from the grassland system, stunting the growth of dominating 
grasses and encouraging the spread of wildflowers and grasses that prefer soils with 
less 
nutrients. Collecting the cut arising (cut plant material) will not only reduce the 
nutrients (allowing a greater diversity of native species to establish) but will also 
reduce the thatch and expose bare areas of ground where seed can establish. 
Areas chosen for meadow management are cut during this time, the arisings are 
collected and can be placed in a sacrificial pile normally within an area of 
brambles or boundary of an area. These grass piles mixed with small amounts of 
brash also work as a hibernaculum (a place where animals seek refuge) habitat. 
Where suitable (ground is nutrient poor), wildflower and grass seed or ‘green hay’ 
(the arisings of a freshly cut meadow which contains an abundance of wildflower 
and grass seeds) can be cut and collected from areas of high wildflower diversity in 
later summer (preferably July/August) and then transported and spread (withing 24 
hours) over an area of low wildflower diversity which has been recently cut and 
scarified. 
 
Site specific: Three areas have been suggested for species rich grassland, one in the 
north-west (under the proposed orchard), one in the north-east and one in the 
south-west corner of the site.  
Due to the area being nutrient rich from years of topping, it will take 4-5 years of 
cutting and collecting before the area will become species rich, nutrient poor and is 
ready for over seeding if needed. Below is a rough cutting schedule over a 5-year 
period. 
Year 1-2; Cut and collect the arising every month in the growing season to help 
reduce nutrients 
Year 3; Cut and collect arising every 2-3 months in the growing season. 
Year 4; Cut and collect the arsing twice a year once mid-season and once at the 
end August/September. The north-east meadow could have a few 1 metre winding 
paths mown through it along with a  small picnic area mown in the middle. 
Year 5; Cut and collect arsing once a year August/September. Over seeding can 
now be started if needed.  
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Paths  
All tarmac paths to have a meter strip each side mown short all year, so as to stop 
long grass falling on the paths. A 2-4 metre path to be mown around the north-east 
meadow. 
 
Over winter margins 
A 2 meter strip along the northern hedgerows of the site can be left to grow long, for 
over winter habitat for invertebrates, As such it’s recommended that this receives an 
early once a year cut and collect in March/April so as to slowly reduce the nutrients, 
helping to make it more species rich and also to keep the area from brambling up. 
 
Hibernaculum/compost area 
To reduce disposal and haulage costs a hibernaculum has been suggested along 
the southern boundary, so long as some wooded material (small branches) are 
added/mixed into the grass cutting, if not then this would just become a compost 
area.  
  
Deadwood 
Wherever safe to do so deadwood should be left standing in the hedgerows, even if 
these trees need to be reduced back to short monoliths for safety. 
Due to the location and popularity of the site, it is recommended that only large 
unliftable sections of deadwood be left on site at the southern end beyond the 
tarmac path that are easy to mow around. If necessary, it is suggested that large 
lumps of hardwood can be brought from neighbouring sites to supplement/replace 
smaller pieces. 
 
Log Benches 
A suggestion for more benches on site can be incorporated into dead wood as 
large logs could be used as benches with a ¼ cut out turning them into benches. 
 
Orchard 
A small orchard (6 trees) has been suggested near the play area in the north-west 
corner of the site; this will help increase the diversity of the site whilst creating shaded 
areas for people to enjoy in the hight of the summer.  
Suggested species which don’t overly attract wasps are: crab apples, quinces, 
meddlers. These are also low maintenance trees so large amounts/yearly pruning will 
not be needed. 
 
Hedgerows 
The sides of the hedgerow should be cut yearly so as to reduce encroachment on 
the site and neighbouring gardens, but the top can be left to grow and cut on a 1 in 
3 year rotation if needed so as to leave nesting and overwinter food sources.  
 
New hedgerow 
A new hedgerow along the top of the raised bank (approximately 30 meters) 
around the car park, should be made up of low growing, hardwearing,  preferably 
native hedgerow shrubs such as Spindle – Euonymus europaeus, Hawthorn – 
Crataegus monogyna, Wayfaring – Viburnum lantana, Guelder Rose – Viburnum 
opulus, Holly – Ilex aquifolium, Alder buckthorn – Frangula alnus, Wild privet – 
Ligustrum vulgare, Dog Rose – Rosea canina, Amelanchier but not ones that spread 
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by suckers or shoots such as Blackthorn – Prunus spinosa or Dogwood – Cornus 
sanguinea. 
 
Standards (trees) 
Any new standards planted on site should take into consideration location of 
infrastructure surrounding it (including neighbours), so as not to cause problems in 
the future. Size that the trees will grow to, durability (limb shedding) and sustainability 
to climate change. As such a recommendation of medium size durable trees, such 
as Field Maple – Acer campestre, Hornbeam – Carpinus betulus, Wych Elm – Ulmus 
glabra, Alder – Alnus glutinosa, Walnut – Juglans regia, Wild Cheery – Prunus avium, 
Wild Service – Sorbus torminalis, and Small Leaved Lime – Tilia cordata, 
It has been suggested that two tree ……………….are planted outside of the play 
area on the east and west side set 1 meter out from the middle of the fence to 
create some shade, this would also leave some areas in sun for the colder winter 
months, this should also allow space for them to grow without the roots affecting fall 
zones or becoming compacted. 
A Small leaved lime -Tilia cordata to be planted in the south-west corner of the site 3 
meters in from the edge. All standards would need to have a substantial tree guard 
around them to protect them due to the heavy use the site receives. 
 
Wildlife Boxes 
Any wildlife boxes such as bird, bat or insect are recommenced so long as they are 
out of reach of prying hands. 
 
Information Board 
An information board at the main entrance, with a map showing what’s happening 
where and why on the site is recommended. This will help the public to understand 
why areas are left long and might not be as tidy as they are used to, as well as 
helping them to understand what they could do in their own gardens for nature 
recovery. 
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STANDING ITEMS 
 

a. Boscawen Park - Dredging of Swanpool – Update  
A project plan is being developed in order to deliver this work by December 
2026. 

b. Towns Fund Deal Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project and Pitch Improvement 
Works Update 
 
o Riverside Walk – improvement works will be completed by the end of 

March 2026.  
 
o Sports Hub – Fox Construction continue their work on site.  Progress is 

slightly behind schedule due to adverse weather conditions in December, 
but the contractors are confident that this will not current affect the 
completion date.  The floor screeds have been poured and the first fix for 
the mechanical and electrical elements of the project will begin shortly. 

 
Rather than appoint an additional member of staff an existing member of 
staff has been seconded to a “Development Officer” role to work on the 
operational phase of the project.  This includes activity such as developing 
proposals for naming the building as well as a schedule of fees and 
charges and developing a list of items required to operate the building.  
They are also working on creating demand for the facilities with 3 tentative 
bookings already in place and many more enquiries in the pipeline.  This 
temporary post will be in place until the longer-term staffing structure is in 
place. 
 

o Pitch drainage – Inscapes have completed their work.  The very wet Winter 
continues to demonstrate that the drains are working well and the Parks 
team report that in similar weather conditions in previous years they would 
not have been able to access the playing surfaces with equipment.  The 
Parks Dept have been contracted by Inscapes to mow the grass on a 
regular basis but due to weather conditions grass growth has been slow in 
December and January.  Inscapes will visit the site again shortly to apply 
fertiliser to encourage root and grass growth and to address two small 
areas that require additional attention.  All of this work forms part of their 
contract so will not be an additional cost.  The fencing around the site will 
remain in place until the end of March 2026 with a one-month extension 
into April if necessary.   
 

o Overall budget – on target 

c. Swing Bridge Project Update    
 

Cornwall Council continue to develop their plans for the swing bridge and will 
be obtaining the various permissions required in 2026.  A planning application 
by the end of 2026 is likely. 
 

RECOMMENDED: That the report be noted. 
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Darid Rodda MBE, Town Clerk 

16 February 2026 
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Parks and Amenities Officer’s Report: 
 
 
Trees at Pine View Boscawen Park 
The crowns of these trees have been lifted because they were causing issues to parked cars and 
vans and also damage to aerials and satellite navigations systems on boats using the slip way., 
The larger trees growing on  the riverbank have been tidied up where they had a lot of dead 
branches facing the park, as these trees were forced to grow for the light by the bigger trees 
which were removed several years previously as they had come to the end of their life and were 
overhanging the Scout Hut. 
 
Report on Fuel Usage 
Following a question raised at the last Finance and General Purposes Committee by a councillor, I 
can confirm that the Parks Department has 2 large 1,000 litre diesel tanks located at Boscawen 
Park and Idless Nursery. These tanks are filled with white diesel which fuel the following machines in 
the Parks Department: digger, dumper, roller, tractors, ride-on mowers, large flat-bed truck and 
the 4X4 vehicles used for transporting around the large plant and machinery. TCC also has 3 
smaller 1-ltire petrol vans and these are fuelled at Trafalgar Garage via a fuel card system. The 
Parks Department also purchases petrol in small cans which is used in the petrol mowers and 
mixed with 2-stroke oil for the use in strimmers, hedge-cutters, blowers and chain saws.  As we shift 
to electric vehicles and battery powered hand tools this usage should reduce overtime, noting 
that electric/battery power is not suitable for all scenarios. 
 
Fire Extinguisher in Duck Pond 
On Sunday 15 February a member of the public spotted a suspicious item located in the Duck 
Pond near the edge. Unable to report this to any member of staff they were at the Depot gates 
first thing on Monday morning to report this to a member of staff. The staff member then called 
myself and I instructed them to close off the whole area with fencing and cordoning. I visited the 
site on my way into work, and I was unable to identify what the item likely could be with any 
certainty. Taking in mind the wartime activity in the Boscawen Park area I notified the Police. The 
Police arrived and stayed in the area until the bomb disposal team from Plymouth arrived. The 
item was removed and once washed was identified as an old small hand-held fire extinguisher. A 
little embarrassed but was informed that the right decision had been taken. Please see attached 
photograph. 
 
Access to Idless Nursery 
On 10 February the lane leading to Idless Nursery from Bishop Close was closed by Cornwall 
Council following the collapse of an old cob/stone agricultural building on to the road. This also 
contained a huge amount of shattered asbestos sheeting. We have been notified by the 
Highways Authority that the road will be closed for a period of one month. The road has now 
been cleared and the road closure is to the side. I have emailed Cornwall Council Highways 
Department and am awaiting confirmation of the road being officially open.  
 
Weed Spraying 
Following concerns raised by the Chairman on the amount of glyphosate we use in the 
Department I have undertaken an analysis of our use. In 2025 TCC, along with its contractor, 
applied 116 litres of weedkiller around the City. 92 litres (80%) were applied by the contractor 
treating street weeds. The Council employs a contractor to spray weeds across the parish. This is 
undertaken using a machine, which has a boom on the front with an infrared light system, which 
picks up any weeds as it travels along and directly spot sprays those weeds rather than blanket 
spraying the whole area.  The operator also has a lance for any weeds that are not picked up by 
the covered boom.  
 
The contractor aims to treat every road in the whole of the parish Currently this is done by three 
separate applications a year. Based on the concern raised by the chair of the Parks and 
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Amenities Committee, the stated aim of the Council to reduce chemical use overtime and the 
other stated aim of Council to reduce expenditure where possible f or 2026 I have reduced the 
number of applications from three to two with a reduction in budget by £5K and a corresponding 
reduction in the use of glyphosate by 30 litres (26%). These applications will now take place in June 
and September. The impact of this change will be monitored and either continued into 27/28 or 
even reduced further if that is possible. 
 
As this change will deliver a saving of circa £5,000 consideration needs to be given for how this 
saving can be used within the Parks Budget.  The recommendation of the Parks manager would 
be to vire it to play equipment replacement. 
 

 
 
Football at Boscawen Park 
 
Following the drainage of the sports fields at Boscawen Park the 2026/27 football season will be 
due to commence at the park in September. Following the works, we have had approaches from 
2 new football teams who would like to use the facilities. In the past, the Council always run a 
seniority system where the longest serving clubs get priority bookings. The Council also has 
received expressions of interest from returning teams, once the pitches are up and running again. 
It is felt that this system should apply following the added interest from new teams and this is what 
the Parks Department intend to support the loyalty of previous users first. 
 
Comments Log 

Please take note of the attached log. (See following enclosure). 

 
RECOMMENDED: 

1. That the report be noted. 
 

2. To recommend to Council that the Parks and Amenities Officer vire the £5,000 saving from 
the weed spraying budget to the play equipment replacement budget 

 
Richard Budge 
Parks and Amenities Officer: 
25 February 2026 
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06/02/2026 Email Unplayable 
Kenwyn Playing 
Fields 

Parks Richard Richard replied pointing out the negative impact of the weather this football 
season and the considerable  impact of use . More regular pich 
maintenance tasks will be considered aacross all playing fields moving 
forward. 

06/02/2026 Email Compliment on 
tree works in 
Chellew Road 

Parks Richard NFA 

12/02/2026 Email Compliment 
about strimmed 
allotment plots at 
Nancemere 
allotment site 

Parks Richard NFA 

12/02/2026 Email Complaint 
Tremorvah Playing 
Field outdoor gym 
equipment is very 
squeaky 

Parks Richard Equipment to be oiled by Foreman. 

20/02/2026 Email Query no dogs 
sign at Truro Public 
Cemetery 

Parks Richard Report to P&AC 02.03.26  including reintroduction of dog ban at cemetery 

20/02/2026 Email Complaint that 
dogs are banned 
at Cemetery 

Parks Richard Report to P&AC 02.03.26  including reintroduction of dog ban at cemetery 
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