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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 2 FEBRUARY
2026 AT 7.00 PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, FIRST FLOOR, MUNICIPAL BUILDINGS, BOSCAWEN STREET,

TRURO

PRESI%NT: Councillors La Borde (Chairman), Douglas-Martin, Green, Rich
(Deputy Mayor), Southcombe, Tucker, and Honorary Freeman Wells
(Mayor).

APOLOGIES: Councillors Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons, Mepham, Rabey,
Tann, Webb (Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes
Committee).

ABSENT: None.

ALSO|IN ATTENDANCE: Mr Nigel Unwin and Councillors Biscoe and Mrs Carlyon
Richard Budge (Parks and Amenities Officer), and Cheryl Simpson
(Committee Clerk).

1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
The apologies were noted. PK/25/130B

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None, PK/25/130

3. OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA
- VERBAL QUESTIONS

=

None. PK/25/1306
4. MINUTES

It was proposed by Councillor Douglas-Martin seconded by Councillor

Tucker, and PK/25/1306

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee Meeting

held on 5 January 2026 were a correct record and signed.

5. CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT
None. PK/25/130

~J

é. CORRESPONDENCE

The Parks and Amenities Officer reported a letter had been received since
the agenda had been published from South West Water notifying the
Council that a new fire hydrant would be installed at Newbridge Lane
Playing Field. PK/25/130
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[Councillor Southcombe arrived in the meeting at 19:05.]

7. HEALTH AND SAFETY AT WORK - PARKS AND AMENITIES DEPARTMENT PR
I. Training of Staff — Parks and Amenities Officer to report. t@
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The Parks and Amenities Officer reported on-line mandatory training was
on-going. He was also in the process of arranging various training courses
including hedge frimming, stimming and road traffic management etc. The PK/25
report was noted.

i. Parks and Amenities Department — Report of any Recent Accidents -
Parks & Amenities Officer to report.

A colour copy of the pie charts was circulated at the meeting for
information. The Parks and Amenities Officer reported since the meeting in
July 2025 there had been 4 near misses and 4 dangerous occurrences. The
statistics covered members of staff and members of the public. Overall
numbers of accidents remained low and about 30% were slips, frips and
falls. Since the agenda had been published two accidents had occurred,
firstly @ member of staff's ankle was bruised by a tree rolling during tree
works and secondly a member of the public had reversed into a TCC truck
but no damage had occurred. Councillors suggested another column be
added to the table to record action taken/ mitigation. It was also noted
that chicken wire was being phased out and replaced with anti-slip PK/25
surfaces were appropriate on the boardwalks in the countryside area. The
report was noted.

i Shop Steward - Ben Minns, Unite Representative and Unite Health and
Safety Representative - Unite Representative to report.

In the absence of the Unite representative, the Parks and Amenities Officer
reported dog faeces continued fo be a concern to staff. Regular incidents
including ‘splatter events’ were taking place, and these had increased
during the current wet weather. He agreed this was not acceptable and
staff and himself were reviewing ways of working to reduce these incidents
including using the banks mower more frequently. He had contacted
Cornwall Council’s Enforcement Officer to arrange for more patrols, and
more signs would be installed reminding people that allowing dogs to foul
amenities was an offence. Staff could also fim incidents and send
recordings to the Enforcement Officer for further action. The problem was PK/25
particularly apparent in the Cornubia Close, Merrick Avenue and
Tremorvah Playing Field areas in Truro. The report was noted.

Q3 EXPENDITURE TO BUDGET SUMMARY 2025-26 — PARKS

The Parks and Amenities Officer highlighted overspends in the areas of
repair and maintenance of buildings (as the equipment and materials and
buildings budget had been amalgamated), protective clothing and the
repair and maintenance budget for vehicle repairs will be over budget by
the end of the financial year. This had been exacerbated by repairs earlier
in the year to the two tractors that were ready to be replaced. The Council
was also expecting a large repair bill for the Ford Ranger due to injector
problems associated with the engine regenerations system linked to the
ERG valves. The Council was trialling the lease hire of e-vehicles which
would be replaced after 3-5 years of use. Staff were encouraged to drive
TCC vehicles home on occasion to enable engines to regenerate correctly.
One of the recently acquired new vehicles was decorated in the TCC livery;
2 vehicles could not be fully liveried because they were on a short-term
lease and they were wrapped in a TCC livery. A magnetic livery had also PK/25
been tfrialled.

Tennis court posts and nets would be replaced in Quarter 4.
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The report was noted. The verbal update on repairs and maintenance
budgets from the Parks and Amenities Officer was noted.

RECONSIDER TRURO’S WINTER GRITTING POLICY

The Parks and Amenities Officer explained the change from the old policy
was the Council would act in the event of an ice warning in addition to
snow. He reminded Members Cornwall Council was, and remained, the
highways authority and Cornwall Council had decided to withdraw funding
for grit bins. Truro City Council decided in 2010 not to take on responsibility
for gritting roads and pavements. The City Council had a tow-along gritter
and pavement gritter which could be used. The City Council firstly focused
on Boscawen Park and Hendra car parks and Lemon Quay when events
were being arranged. Secondly, the Council would then respond to any
gritting requests from Councillors and members of the public guided by
health and safety of its staff. The former Beechwood Parc Residents'
Association and Kenwyn Residents’ Association funded a couple of grit bins
for a limited time period. The purpose of grit bins was to grit the local road
and pavement and was not meant for local residents to take grit and treat
domestic drives or paths. The Committee generally supported the current
gritting policy.

It was proposed by Councillor Tucker, seconded by Councillor Wells, and

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL:
1. To undertake to grit the car parks at Boscawen Park and Hendra and PK/25/131

on Lemon Quay on days when events are scheduled. Gritting would
be friggered by arisk assessment following an ice/snow warning
being issued by Cornwall Council.

2. That for all other areas of Truro the current Gritting Policy to be re-
written will remain in place.

3. That the Gritting Policy - reflecting recommendations 1 and 2 above -
be rewritten by the Parks and Amenities Officer and reported to the
Parks and Amenities Committee.

TO CONSIDER A REQUEST FROM A LOCAL RESIDENT TO ESTABLISH A GRIT BIN
AT BEECHWOOD PARC

Cornwall Council, on behalf of third-party requested a grit bin be provided
on Beechwood Parc near its junction with Tregolls Road. There were also
enquiries about existing grit bins in Treffry Road running low and a request
for a grit bin on Treffry Road near Treffry Court. There was no offer to fund
fhe purchase or maintenance of these grit bins or potential grit bins.

It was proposed by Councillor Douglas-Martin, seconded by Councillor
Tucker, and

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that the request for new grit bins be refused in PK/25/131
line with the current gritting policy.

TRURO COMMUNITY PATCHWORK FARM

The Committee considered a request from Truro Community Patchwork
Farm CIC to rent some vacant space (the old tractor shed area currently
used as storage) in Victoria Gardens. Members were generally in favour of
an allotment rental agreement. If rented out access would be limited to the
CIC in line with Garden opening hours (8am — 4pm winter 8am to dusk
summer Yam at weekends.)
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It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and

RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL that
1. It enters into a rental agreement with the Patchwork Farm CIC for use
of vacant space in Victoria Gardens.
2. It delegates the detail of this rental agreement to the Town Clerk in
consultation with the Parks and Amenities Officer and the Chairman
of the Parks and Amenities Committee.

WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEE
None,

STANDING ITEMS
a. Boscawen Park - Dredging of Swanpool - Update
The update was noted.

b. Towns Fund Deal Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project and Pitch
Improvement Works Update
The update report was noted.

c. Swing Bridge Project Update
The Committee noted the update report.

INFORMATION ITEMS

The Parks and Amenities Officer updated Councillors reporting about 20
trees in the Coosebean, Daubuz Moor, Beechwood Parc and Boscawen
Park areas had been bought down by the recent stormy weather, in
addition there were two trees at Boscawen Park which required removal.
The Parks Team were in the process of clearing up but the Council’s free
surgeon (including aerial free work) would be needed to make frees safe
also. He noted that FAQs had been sent to those people who had
expressed an interest in the ice cream fender at Boscawen Park. Once the
deadline for tenders had passed tenders received would be scored by the
Parks and Amenities Officer prior to a decision being made on the tender.
The Parks and Amenities Officer clarified the plants from the old planters
removed from Lemon Quay had been split and grown on ready fo be
planted in the Parks Department in due course. Finally, the Parks and
Amenities Officer reported he had met the complainant about the speed
humps at Boscawen Park and had experienced this partficular car (with new
suspension) which rubbed the speed hub on traversing. The Council may
need to arrange for some tarmac to be cut out from underneath the humps
to lower them. The report was noted.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and
RESOLVED that in accordance with $1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1940, the press and public will be excluded from the meeting
during consideration of the following item by reason of its confidential or
special nature: business.

Padel Tennis

An application to locate two padel tennis courts on land rented by the City
Council to another organisation was considered. The partner organisation
for the project had made a presentation on their latest application prior to
the meeting.

250

PK/25

PK/25

PK/25/

PK/25/

PK/25/

PK/25/

PK/25/

PK/25

1315

1316

1318

1319

1320

1321

1322




MINUTE BOOK

16.

17.

18.

The m

\dare 821554
‘el 08445 766 BE0

A motion to note that the organisation referred to in the report had
addressed the concerns raised by the Committee in their resubmission
together with a recommendation to Council that it supports the
organisation referred to in the report to pursue the creation of a Padel
tennis facility and renew the lease so that it will enable the Padel Tennis
provision to proceed upon being put to the vote was lost.

Further, it was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Green,
and

RESOLVED that organisation referred in the report and its partner
organisation be advised of the following reasons for not supporting the
creation of a padel tennis facility at the location referred to in the report.
The Committee would welcome the establishment of a padel tennis facility
in Truro but not at this location in an open green space. Members also
appreciated the efforts the organisation and its partner made to address
the Committee’s concerns raised at its November meeting. It was
considered the visual impact of the large building proposed detracted from
the park in particular adversely impacting the view of the Cathedral from
the river. There was also concern about the detrimental impact of the
building and its activity (light and noise) on wildlife. There was concern
about the impact of noise on local residents. The affordability and inclusivity
of the proposed range of charges was also queried. The lack of facilities in
the proposed building and proposed use of facilities in another
organisation’s building was guestioned.

READMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was proposed by the Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Douglas-
Martin, and RESOLVED that the press and public be permitted to re-join the
meeting.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
2 March 2024

ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
Final pond policy, Truro Public Cemetery Management Plan, Weed
Spraying, Development of Play areas and Gritting Policy.
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peting closed at 20:56
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