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Why become a Councillor and what is the time commitment?

Truro Councillors respond...

Clir A

What first compelled you to become a councillor?

My parents played an instrumental role in shaping my aspirations. They were always involved in
community activities, from organising local clean-up drives to volunteering at the community centre.
Their dedication to improving the lives of those around us was not only inspiring but also infectious. |
remember accompanying them to fown hall meetings, where | saw first-hand the power of collective
voices in shaping our community. These experiences left an indelible mark on me, instilling a deep-
seated belief in the importance of civic engagement.

What impact have you had on your local areas and how did you achieve this?

The impact that individuals can have on their local areas through community engagement and
leadership can be both profound and far-reaching.

Community Development

As the Chair of a local community group, one plays a pivotal role in fostering a sense of unity and
collaboration among residents. This includes organising community events, leading development
projects, and actively working to address local issues by ensuring that community voices are heard
and represented.

Advocating for the community's needs and interests is paramount in this role. This involves engaging
with local government, partnering with organisations, and securing funding for various projects through
diligent representation.

Key Achievements

eSuccessfully organised annual community festivals that have significantly increased local
engagement.

*Led the development and implementation of a new community group providing a vital space for
social, cultural, and educational activities.

What does the day-to-day of a councillor look like regarding your duties?

A councillor's day is diverse and dynamic, filled with responsibilities that require dedication, effective
communication, and a strong commitment to serving the community. My work is essential in shaping
local policies, addressing residents' concerns, and fostering a vibrant and well-supported community.
How demanding is the position?

| was elected to make a difference, so | find it rewarding as opposed to demanding.

How did the council help you in your position and what fraining is provided?

We have courses such as CALC fraining, but | always want more, and | feel more can be done by the
Council to engage with its residents.

What advice would you give to those individuals who are considering becoming a councillor and
standing for election?

| advise only stand if you want to make a difference.

ClirB

What first compelled you to become a councillor?

I've always felt passionate about politics and had strong views on local and natfional issues. | once
believed it was impossible to enter politics. Then a local party I'd always supported asked me to stand.
| said yes, not expecting to win. Next thing | knew, | was sitting with the town clerk learning about
Truro's operations and the council’s responsibilities. | realised how wrong I'd been about so many
things. It was humbling and exciting because it showed me how we could make a genuine difference.
What impact have you had on your local areas and how did you achieve this?

| put forward an idea for a safer crossing at the bottom of Tregurra Lane, on a blind bend. With help
from other Councillors and Cornwall Council, it became reality. I'm also proud of guiding the Pydar
Development. This fime, TCC joined the design process early instead of waiting for an outline plan and
then opposing it. Over 80 percent of the City Council supported it because Truro had a real say in



howit looks and grows. It's about accountability and being brave enough to back big ideas when we
can shape them.

What does the day to day of a councillor look like regarding your duties?

It hasn't changed my life much. | get a couple phone calls or emails some weeks, and other weeks
there's nothing. If someone stops me with a problem, | either point them to the right place or try to
solve it. Normally, to conversation about the city sharing of ideas and concerns. Which, is probably
what you do anyway. You learn what's really going on in the city, and your votes can make a real
impact. Yes, | have some papers to read, being dyslexic does make that a little burden. However,
there's always help available.

How demanding is the position?

It's not as intense as people imagine. You choose how many committees and projects to take on.
Some days are busier, but there are also quiet stretches. The role is flexible, and colleagues are
supportive. There's enough help to ensure the workload doesn’t overwhelm you. It is not that time-
consuming, yes Monday night is a commitment a couple of times a month for a couple of hours. But
you get to hear about interesting, exciting things happening in the city and you are part of that
decision. How cool?

How did the council help you in your position and what training is provided?

| had no idea what to do aft first. | didn't even know we had a town clerk, or what the precept was. It
doesn't matter. My disability and lack of professional experience made me unsure, but the support was
there from day one. The town clerk, staff members, and committee clerks guided me, teaching me
how things function without dictating what | can or cannot do. Even if you've never worked in a
professional setting, you can serve well on the council. They show you the bigger picture and
encourage you to stay open-minded so you can be effective.

What advice would you give to those considering becoming a councillor and standing for election?
Stand. The more voices in the room, the better. Sometimes seats go uncontested because not enough
people put themselves forward. You don't need a grand cause. If you think your street could use a
bench or better bin space, that's enough. Just care about your community and want to improve it. If
you don’'t enjoy it, you can stand down. Nobody will chain you to the role. You also don't need any
public speaking skills. The first time | spoke, | mixed up an albatross with a pterodactyll Don't ask.
Nobody minded. Mistakes happen. Showing up is what counts, not professionalism or knowledge. Your
opinion matters. I've been in meetings where a single vote changed the outcome. You just have to
care about the place you live.

ClirC

What first compelled you to become a councillor?

I initially became interested in local politics to help build a more resilient, greener future for Truro. Once
on the council, | straight away become enthralled by the vibrant local community and all the different
projects | previously didn't even know existed.

What impact have you had on your local areas and how did you achieve this?

I've helped organise community events local to Malpas Road community centre thanks to fantastic
resident support and support from Truro City Council's own community engagement officer. I've also
been a progressive voice on the city council and defended the council’s green position in strategic
planning.

What does the day to day of a councillor look like regarding your duties?

I work full time, so typically find time to respond to council emails and read through agendas in the
evenings and on weekends.

How demanding is the position?

It's really as demanding as you want. As a minimum, | make time twice a month to thoroughly read
through agendas and prepare for council and committee meetings. In addition to that, | respond to
emails from councillors and residents, put my own items forward for agendas, etc. The time this takes
up is very variable between months.

How did the council help you in your position and what fraining is provided?

It was a steep learning curve, but other councillors were very welcome and happy to talk me through
what was expected of me and “show me the ropes”.

What advice would you give to those individuals who are considering becoming a councillor and
standing for election?

Go forit —it's a great experience and there’s no better way of getting to know your community. Be
very open minded and prepare to listen to and consider concerns and perspectives you would never
otherwise come across.



