Town Clerk’s Department
Municipal Buildings
Boscawen Street

Truro TRT 2NE

Tel. (01872) 274766
www.truro.gov.uk

email: info@truro.gov.uk

8 October 2025
To: The Mayor (Honorary Freeman Chris Wells)
Chairman and members of the Distribution Committee of the
CHARITY OF WILLIAM YEOMAN BENNETT FOR THE POOR INCORPORATING THE
JOHN WHITE CHARITY
Lisa Smith Walker and Councillors Biscoe, Claxton, Collins and Pascoe

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General Meeting of the CHARITY OF WILLIAM
YEOMAN BENNETT FOR THE POOR INCORPORATING THE JOHN WHITE CHARITY will be held
at LARGE COMMUNITY ROOM, SECOND FLOOR, TRURO CITY COUNCIL, UNION PLACE,
TRURO on MONDAY 13 OCTOBER 2025 at 7.00 pm for the transaction of the under
mentioned business:
Before the meeting the Chairman will read out the Library Building Fire Procedures

1 ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
To note apologies

2 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

3 APPOINT CHAIRPERSON
To resolve to appoint a chairperson.

4 APPOINT VICE-CHAIRPERSON
To resolve to appoint a vice chairperson.

5 MINUTES (Appendix A)
To receive and resolve to approve.

6 ANNUAL REPORT AND ACCOUNTS (Appendix B)
To resolve to approve.

7 PROCESS FOR THE 2025-26 DISTRIBUTION (Appendix C)
Members to consider how to distribute agreed sum of money for 2025/26.

8 BANK SIGNATORIES
To Resolve That Truro City Council be Authorised by the Charity of William
Yeoman Bennett for the Poor Incorporating the John White Charity to Provide
Changes to the List of Signatories. Three/Four signatories are required

8 CORRESPONDENCE
i. Emails of thanks from previous recipients (Appendix D)
ii. Emails from Charity Commission dated 03/04/2025 and 14/07/2025 — quarterly
updates. (Appendix E)

9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
12 November 2025 at 7.00pm

David Rodda MBE
Town Clerk
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Appendix A

Town Clerk’s Department
Municipal Buildings
Boscawen Street

Truro TRI 2NE

Tel. (01872) 274766
www.fruro.gov.uk

email: info@fruro.gov.uk

MEETING OF WILLIAM YEOMAN BENNETT FOR THE POOR CHARITY
INCORPORATING THE JOHN WHITE CHARITY HELD ON
MONDAY 13 JANUARY 2025 at 6.00 pm
in the Large Community Room, Second Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro

PRESENT: Councillors Swain (Chairman and Mayor), Mrs Carlyon, Webb and Lisa
Smith Walker

APOLOGIES: Biscoe and Green.

ABSENT: None.

Also in Attendance Cheryl Simpson, Committee Clerk.

1. APOLOGIES
None. WYB/24/1

2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14 OCTOBER 2024
It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by the Chairman, and

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 14 October 2024 were
considered a correct record subject to the correction of Minute 6, first and fourth line,
replacement of “£8,737.55" with “£8,725.55". WYB/24/2

3. DISTRIBUTION OF INCOME
Members considered how to distribute agreed sum of money for 2024. At the
meeting held on 14 October 2024 the Trustees generally agreed to distribute
up to £2,349.46. Potential recipients suggested at and after the meeting
included a toddler and baby group hosted by the City of Life Church
http://www.citylifechurch.co.uk/toddlerandbaby/ Charlie’s Star, a charity
which helps to provide a holiday to bereaved families who either
psychologically or financially can't afford one https://www.charliesstar.org
and Healeys Charitable Trust Fund which helps young disadvantaged
entrepreneurs develop their business ideas https://healeyscyder.co.uk/charity

After some discussion:

It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by Councillor Mrs Carlyon,
and
RESOLVED that:
1. A grant of £750 be made to each of the following three organisations:
(a) the City Life Church toddler and baby group, (b) the Charlie’s Star
Charity and (c) the Healeys Charitable Trust Fund.
2. The grants referred to in 1. above to be conditional so that the Town
Clerk is satisfied that the organisations can comply with the trust deed
of the William Bennett for the Poor Charity incorporating the John White
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Charity i.e. that the grant awarded will benefit the people of the Parish
of the City of Truro.

WYB/24/3

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
A meeting would be arranged for autumn 2025

It was suggested that the Charity consider creating a framework of charities
in the area of the Parish of the City of Truro to aid its work in making grants to
worthy organisations. It was suggested that the Town Clerk and Deputy Town
Clerk might have access to a suitable template document.

WYB/24/4

The meeting closed at 19:28.

CHAIRMAN
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Appendix B

Annual Accounts and Report for Charity of Wiliam Yeoman Bennett for the Poor

Incorporating the John White Chairity. Charity no: 276356
Charity name: Charity of William Yeoman Bennett for the
Poor Incorporating the John White Charity
Other names: William Yeoman Bennett Charity (Working
name)

Charity of William Yeoman Bennett for the
Poor (Previous name)

Registered charity number: | 276356

Address: Municipal Buildings
Boscawen Street
Truro
TR1 2NE
Phone: 01872 274766
Email: joanne@truro.gov.uk
Website: www.truro.gov.uk
Charity’s trustees: Councillor Christopher Wells
Councillor Rod Pascoe

As listed on Charities X s -
Commission Councillor Leigh Collins

Councillor Devon James Claxton
Councillor Bert Martin Montagu Biscoe

Lisa Smith Walker

Trevor David Rodda MBE

Governing document Will proved on 06 July 1882 as amended by
resolution dated 22 December 2004 as
amended on 20 September 2016
Charitable objects Annual income to be distributed among the
poor and destitute citizens of the city not
receiving alms or parochial relief.

Area of benefit City of Truro
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Annual Accounts and Report for Charity of Wiliam Yeoman Bennett for the Poor
Incorporating the John White Chairity. Charity no: 276356

Charity of William Yeoman Bennett for
the poor incorporating the John White
Charity

Receipts and payments accounts
For the period from 01/04/2024 to 31/03/2025

Receipts and payments

2024/2025 2023/2024
£ £

Receipts
Dividend Income 627.01 595.83
James Trewin Charitable Trust 8,725.55 -

Sub total 9,352.56 595.83
Payments
Bank charges 60.00 60.00

Sub total 60.00 60.00
Asset and investment
purchases
Purchase of charifunds 8725.55 -
Total payments 8,785.55 60.00
Net of receipts/(payments) 567.01 535.83
Cash funds last year end 1,999.46 1,463.63
Cash funds this year end 2,566.47 1,999.46

Statement of assets and liabilities at the end of the period 31/03/2025

Cash Funds - HSBC account £2,566.47
Investment assets Units Current Value
M&G Charifund 1,272.34 £19,317.91
Liabilities Amount due

TCC -2024/25 donations £2,250.00
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Annual Accounts and Report for Charity of Wiliam Yeoman Bennett for the Poor

Incorporating the John White Chairity. Charity no: 276356
Signed by one or two trustees on behalf of all the trustees
Date of
Signature Print name approval

Annual Report

Last year we received sum of £8,737.55 from the James Trewin Charitable
Trust from New Zealand. The committee decided to invest the money in M&G
Charifunds.

There were delays setting up the bank mandate for Wiliam Yeoman Bennett
Charity, so Truro City Council paid £2,250 2024/25 grants on behalf of the
charity so that it could continue to undertake its charitable objectives. This
money will need to be repaid to Truro City Council from Charity funds once
the bank mandate is in place.

Last year the charity made 3 grants of £750 to City Life Church toddler and
baby group, Charlie’s Star Charity and Healey's Charitable Trust Fund.
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Appendix C

i TRURO

CITY COUNCIL

Report to: Charity of William Yeoman Bennett for the Poor

Incorporating the John White Charity

Date: 13 October 2025
Title: Process for the 2025-26 Distribution
Authors, Roles and Cheryl Simpson

Contact Details:

Committee Clerk

cheryl@truro.gov.uk

Approval and clearance obtained from chair of committee: N/A
Urgency Procedure(s) used? If yes include rationale. N/A
Recommendations

1.

2.

That the Charity of William Yeoman Bennett for the Poor Incorporating the
John White Charity grant scheme for 2025 - 26 be advertised.

That the results of the scheme’s promotion, alongside Councill’s suggestions
for potential beneficiaries, be discussed at the next Charity meeting.

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

2.2

2.3

Executive Summary

This charity was established to distribute an annual income to the poor and
destitute citizens of the City not receiving alms or parochial relief.

Last year a sum of £2,250 was distributed and three grants of £750 were to
City Life Church toddler and baby group, Charlie’s Star Charity and Healey's
Charitable Trust Fund.

The Distribution Committee nominated the three charities following their own
research.

This year the Charity need to consider appropriate good causes or charities
which might benefit from grant funding.

Purpose of Report and key information

The purpose of this report is to enable the Committee to agree to a new
scheme of operation for 2025/2026.

Last year the Distribution Committee initially struggled to identify suitable
chairities for grant funding, and it was mentioned that one approach might
be for the Charity of William Yeoman Bennett for the Poor Incorporating the
John White Charity to consider advertising its presence e.g. via a poster.

It is suggested that this year the charity could be advertised as looking for
suitable grant recipients, alongside Committee members doing their own
research info potential charities and good causes available in their Wards
and in Parish of the City of Truro more widely. A suitable poster can be
provided working with the Council’'s Communications Team.
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The Committee need to be aware that potential recipients of grant funding
are required to comply with the trust deed of the Chairity, i.e. that any grant
awarded will benefit the people of the Parish of the City of Truro.

The Charity will consider nominations for grant funding at its next meeting.
Benefits for Customers/Residents

By advertising the existence of this charity, the reach of this charity might be
extended.

Relevant Previous Decisions
None
Consultation and Engagement

Using a poster to advertise the charity alongside appropriate promotion by
the Communications Team on social media and the Council’s website is an
opportunity to engage with local residents, charities and good causes.

Councillors undertaking their own research in their wards and the parish more
widely builds on their existing detailed local knowledge.

Financial Implications of the proposed course of action/decision

£1,116.47 is available to provide grant funding for 2025-26, as detailed below.

Bank account at 01/04/2025 £2,566.47

Less: Liabilities

TCC - 2024/25 donations £2,250.00
£316.47

Add: Estimated dividend income 2025-26

3x dividend payments £800.00

Funds available for distribution 2025-26 £1,116.47

Legal/Governance Implications of the proposed course of action/decision

None.

Risk Implications of the proposed course of action/decision

None.

Options available

Do nothing - Trustees rely on their own knowledge of charities in Truro.
Chosen option - Advertise the existence of the fund.

Supporting Information (Appendices)

N/A

Approval and clearance
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All reports:
Final report sign offs This report has been cleared by (or Date
mark not required if appropriate)
Town Clerk
Deputy Town Clerk (Finance | Esther Greig 7.10.25

and HR)
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Agatha Hodges

Appendix D

From: I
Sent: 07 February 2025 11:49

To: Cheryl Simpson

Cc:

Subject: RE: Charlie's Star Charity

Good Morning Cheryl,

Thank you so much for your letter on behalf of David Rodda MBE.

As a local charity based here in Truro, this is a huge of fer of support to the families we are supporting.
We can definitely accept and comply with the conditions for the grant to benefit the people in the

Parish of Truro.

Email Contact: admin@charliesstar.org or'

Please find the requested details of the charity:

_

I hope this is ok, but if you need any further information, please contact us.

Warmest regards
I
Charlie’s Mummy and Daddy

Founders of Charlie’s Star Charity
‘Creating Hope and Smiles’

From: Cheryl Simpson <cheryl@truro.gov.uk>
Sent: 05 February 2025 15:20

To: admin@charliesstar.org

Subject: Charlie’s Star Charity

Dear Sir/ Madam,

e ,:1-,41\

07730 466682

07525 435196
www.charliesstar.org

Registered Charity No 1183437



Agatha Hodges

From: City Life Church Bookings <bookings@citylifechurch.co.uk>
Sent: 05 February 2025 15:48

To: Cheryl Simpson

Cc:

Subject: Re: City Life Church Toddler and Baby Group

Hi Cheryl,

That’s amazing! Thank you so much!
Lynda is away this week but will contact you once she is back with all the information.
Many thanks once again,

Sue

Toddler, Baby and Family Worker

From: Cheryl Simpson <cheryl@truro.gov.uk>

Date: Wednesday, 5 February 2025 at 15:08

To: City Life Church Bookings <bookings@citylifechurch.co.uk>
Cc: Finance <Finance@truro.gov.uk>

Subject: City Life Church Toddler and Baby Group

i .
Please see the attached letter.

Many thanks,

Cheryl Simpson

Senior Administrator Committee Clerk
Truro City Council

Truro Community Library

Union Place

Truro

TR1 1EP

Telephone Number (01872) 245502
Email Address cheryl@truro.gov.uk
Website: www.truro.gov.uk

Notice to correspondents: Truro City Council is committed to reaching Net Zero emissions by 2030. It has been estimated sending and
reading one email can produce approximately 17g CO2e. Therefore, please do not send acknowledgement emails or other messages
which do not require my specific attention/response, unless requested.



Agatha Hodges

From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Dear Cheryl

City Life Church Bookings <bookings@citylifechurch.co.uk>
11 February 2025 10:36

Cheryl Simpson

Finance

Thank you - City Life Church Toddler and Baby Group

Wow! thank you so much, such a wonderful surprise. Please can you thank all those involved with
awarding us this money. We really are very grateful and it will be put to such good use within our Toddler
and Baby groups. We were only saying the other day we need some new soft play!

This is the information you requested in your letter:

Remittance advice

treasurer@citylifechurch.co.uk

Thank you again, it will really bless the many families we welcome each week to our groups.

With thanks

City Life Church Toddler and and Baby Group

Church Office
City Life Church
Chapel Hill
Truro

TR1 3BD

E-mail: bookings@citylifechurch.co.uk

Facebook: CityLifeChurchTruro

Youtube: CityLifeChurchTruro




Appendix E

From: CharityCommissionComms <charitycommissioncomms@notifications.service.gov.uk>
Sent: 03 April 2025 12:06

To: Joanne Trevelyan <joanne@truro.gov.uk>

Subject: CC News April 2025

CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Dear Mrs Trevelyan

Charity Name: JOHN COOPER FURNISS CHARITY

Charity Number: 203684

You have received this email because you are listed as a charity contact on the

register of charities for England and Wales.

Share this email with your trustees

Please forward this email to your charity’s trustees, who are

sometimes known as directors, board members, governors or committee members.
Charity Commission News contains essential information that you and your charity’s
trustees need to be aware of. The information will help you manage your charity

effectively.

CC News April 2025

e Spotlight on finance — get ready for the new financial year
o Consultation on changes to charity accounting rules

e Warning about fraudulent Commission letters and emails
e Filing your annual return — a reminder

e« HMRC reminder to check the tax status of agency staff

e Changes to recycling for charities

Spotlight on finance — get ready for the new financial year

For many charities April is the start of a new financial year, making it the perfect time
to strengthen and review your charity’s financial management.

Our newly developed ‘Trustee Finance Toolkit’ page has been designed to help you
manage your charity’s finances. It features a range of Charity Commission guidance
and a new interactive tool for you to check which guidance may be appropriate for the
needs of your charity.

https://beingacharitytrustee.campaign.gov.uk/trustee-finance-toolKkit
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Consultation on changes to charity accounting rules

The Charity Commission and its sister bodies in Scotland and Northern Ireland have
launched a public consultation on the next version of the charities accounting and
reporting framework.

This framework, known as the charities’ Statement of Recommended Practice (SORP)
is the sector standard for accounting and reporting for charities that are companies or
have an income over £250,000.

It ensures consistency and transparency across the sector, making charity accounts
comparable, understandable and useful for donors, beneficiaries, and the public alike.
It has been updated following an extensive development process informed by the
views of partners and a sector specific SORP Committee.

The regulators are now inviting comments on the draft and the feedback will help
shape the final version, which is expected to be published in autumn 2025.

We recommend that those charities who prepare accounts using the SORP start to
get ready for the changes, which are expected to come into force for financial years
starting from 1 January 2026.

https://www.charitysorp.org/

Warning about fraudulent Commission letters and emails

The Commission is warning charities to be vigilant after receiving reports of fraudulent
messages sent to charities and trustees falsely using our name.

These messages typically request action to be taken such as removing a trustee or
chief executive from their position, releasing funds as part of a grant, or supplying
documents such as a passport or utility bill. They may be signed as coming from ‘the
Commission’, Chief Executive Officer and/or its Directors.

We have put together a short guide to help charities distinguish between
correspondence that is real or fake. If in doubt, please contact us.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/charity-requlator-warns-about-fraudulent-letters-

sent-on-its-behalf

Filing your annual return — a reminder

Registered charities in England or Wales are reminded they must send an annual
return to the Charity Commission or report their income and spending every year.

You must submit your annual return within 10 months of the end of your financial year.
For example, if your financial year end was 31 December 2024 your deadline is 31
October.

https://www.gov.uk/quidance/prepare-a-charity-annual-return

HMRC reminder to check the tax status of agency staff
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Charities are reminded by HMRC that they are responsible for determining the tax
status of employees paid via agencies or other service companies.

It is important that the employment status of every worker is fully considered so that
both your charity and your workers pay the correct tax and national insurance.
Please check that you are getting employment status right for all your workers by
going to GOV.UK and searching ‘employment status’.

Use HMRC's online tool to Check Employment Status for Tax (CEST) to make sure
you are getting things right.

https://www.gov.uk/quidance/check-employment-status-for-tax

Recycling changes for charities

New rules to make recycling easier for people in England came into force on March
31.

Simpler Recycling enables consistent, more streamlined collections from all
households, businesses and relevant non-domestic premises such as charities,
schools and hospitals. These will affect charities in England with 10 or more
employees.

https://www.gov.uk/quidance/simpler-recycling-workplace-recycling-in-england
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From: CharityCommissionComms <charitycommissioncomms@notifications.service.gov.uk>
Sent: 14 July 2025 17:07

To: Joanne Trevelyan <joanne@truro.gov.uk>

Subject: CC News July 2025

CHARITY COMMISSION
FOR ENGLAND AND WALES

Dear Mrs Trevelyan
Charity Name: JOHN COOPER FURNISS CHARITY
Charity Number: 203684

You have received this email because you are listed as a charity contact on the register of

charities for England and Wales.
Share this email with your trustees
Please forward this email to your charity’s trustees, who are sometimes known as directors,
board members, governors or committee members.
Charity Commission News contains essential information that you and your charity’s trustees
need to be aware of. The information will help you manage your charity effectively.
CC News July 2025
e New insights into trustee motivations and skills
o Updated guidance to help you find new trustees
e The new charity accounting framework — next steps
o New facts revealed about the sector and public trust
e Seeking your views on partnerships in response to emergencies
o Save the date: Trustees’ Week 2025

New insights into trustee motivations and skills

New research from the Charity Commission and Pro Bono Economics shows the vast
majority of trustees are “immensely positive” about their experience, with 8 in 10 trustees
likely to recommend the role to others.

Over half of young trustees said trusteeship supported their career development, while older
trustees said it gave them the opportunity to give back. The research suggests movement
towards gender parity on trustee boards, with 43% of trustees now female compared to 36%
in 2017.

Findings suggest some boards could benefit from more people with certain skills including

legal, finance, anti-fraud measures and marketing.
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This is the most comprehensive survey ever undertaken of trustee motivations and skills.
Building a better picture of the experience of trustees helps the Commission, policy makers
and the sector better understand the skills, motivations and backgrounds of existing
trustees, and engage the broadest possible pool of trustee talent.

Read the full findings here

Updated guidance to help you find new trustees

Did you know that only 6% of trustees found their role through an advertisement?

We've refreshed our guidance following the trustee research above that showed the majority
of charities depend on their trustees’ personal networks when filling board vacancies.
Explore our updated guidance for practical advice on accessing a wider pool of candidates,
including effective advertising strategies and techniques to encourage potential applicants,
expand your reach and help you secure valuable new talent for your board.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/finding-new-trustees-cc30

The new charity accounting framework — next steps

The consultation into the development of the new Charities Statement of Recommended
Practice (SORP) has now closed.

The SORP-making body — made up of the Charity Commission England and Wales, the
Office for the Scottish Charity Regulator and the Charity Commission Northern Ireland —
would like to thank all those that responded.

We have received over 140 stakeholder responses. These are now being analysed to inform
the final version of the new SORP, which we aim to publish in October 2025.

The new SORP will start, for those charities that apply it, in financial years beginning on or
after 1 January 2026.

In the meantime, we are urging those charities to get ready for the changes that have been
introduced by the Financial Reporting Council in relation to lease accounting and revenue
recognition.

For more detail on how to prepare please refer to the guidance at

https://www.charitysorp.org/

New facts revealed about the sector and public trust
The Charity Commission last week released two new reports, offering insights into the sector

and the changing landscape it faces.

1. Our annual public research showed that against a challenging backdrop, public

confidence in charitable spending has increased and trust in charities remains
high. Almost 60% of people reported having high trust — placing charities second

only to doctors. The research also offers insights into the factors that underpin


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charity-commission-research-into-trusteeship-and-the-trustee-population/trusteeship-a-positive-opportunity-understanding-skills-experience-and-demographics-in-england-and-wales
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/finding-new-trustees-cc30
https://www.charitysorp.org/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/research-into-public-trust-in-charities-and-research-with-charity-trustees-2025/public-trust-in-charities-2025

public trust, about levels of public demand for charitable services, and into
charitable giving habits over time.

2. New insights from annual returns, which are sent to the Commission by most
charities, suggest that charities have been able to direct additional resources to
delivering their aims, amidst a tightening financial squeeze. Our analysis of the
most recent full year of annual returns forms the most comprehensive dataset
available on the sector, enabling us to identify sector risks and trends and
allowing policymakers, sector groups and the public to gain a richer

understanding of the charity sector in England and Wales.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/annual-return-2023-analysis-report/annual-

return-2023-analysis-report

Seeking your views on partnerships in response to emergencies

The Government is seeking the views of all charities who provide support, co-ordination and
care for those affected by emergencies. The consultation focuses on potential new duties for
‘Category 1 responders’ (such as the emergency services and local authorities) to consult
with voluntary, community and faith-based organisations on local emergency planning. It has
been launched following an inquiry into the tragedy at Grenfell Tower and will help
strengthen future emergency preparedness and response. Closing date to share your views
is Tuesday 16th September.
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/strengthening-partnerships-
consultation#:~:text=The%20requirement%20would%20be%20implemented,for%20and%20

responding%20to%20emergencies
Save the date: Trustees’ Week 2025
Trustees’ Week is an annual event to showcase the great work of trustees and to provide

opportunities for everyone to get involved and make a difference.

This year it will take place from 3 — 7 November.

Throughout the week you’ll have the chance to connect with other trustees to share your
experiences. You'll also be able to develop your skills through a wide range of events,
training and guidance.

Details of the event timetable and how to sign up will be shared closer to the date.
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