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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 3

NOVEMBER 2025 AT 7.00 PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM, FIRST FLOOR, MUNIC
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APOL

ABSE]
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3. OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA - PK/25/958

BOSCAWEN STREET, TRURO

IN ATTENDANCE: Councillors Biscoe, Mrs Carlyon and Stokes.
Richard Budge, Parks and Amenities Officer, David
Clerk and Cheryl Simpson, Committee Clerk.

COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
[he apologies were noted.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

VERBAL QUESTIONS
None.

4. MINUTES

t was proposed by Councillor Rabey, seconded by the Chairman, and

neld on 6 October 2025 were a correct record and signed.

5. CHAIRMAN'’S REPORT

Ihe Chairman congratulated everyone involved for winning Champion of
Champions at the Southwest in Bloom competition.

6. [CORRESPONDENCE

Members considered correspondence complaining about the cost of

purchasing a token to use the floodlighting at the Boscawen tennis cour
which was currently £7.00, and which was felt to be excessive. The Parks
Amenities Officer reported the charge reflected the cost to the Council
operating and maintaining the floodlights. Councillors generally felt that

annual household membership which was £46.00 per year compared o
Truro Tennis Club at £200 and Heron tennis club £400. It was noted
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NT: Councillors Southcombe (Chairperson for meeting), Douglas-Martin
Rabey, Rich (Deputy Mayor), Tann. Tucker, and Webb (Chairman o
the Finance and General Purposes Committee), and Honorary
Freeman Wells (Mayor).

OGIES: Councillors Honorary Freeman Eathorne-Gibbons, Green, Mepham
and La Borde.

NT: None.

RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee Meeting

a. Emails dated 27.10.25 regarding the cost of tennis courts floodlighting

cost of floodlighting was reasonable especially when considering the cost of
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Councillors would be reviewing the charge as part of the estimates meetings
in January 2026.

It was proposed by Councillor Tucker, seconded by Councillor Tann, and
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that the status quo regarding the cost of
floodlighting tokens be maintained.

CONDITION SURVEY OF DEFINITIVE MAP FOOTPATHS

It was noted the last review of Cornwall Council's definitive map of footpaths
took place in 1981/82 and a number of additions were not included, some
paths were now disused and there were new footpaths associated with new
developments. The Parks and Amenities Officer reported he had a copy of
the definitive map which was available to Councillors to view on request.
Following consideration of the detailed report:

It was proposed by Councillor Rabey, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and,
RESOLVED that the Assistant Countryside Ranger be thanked for her hard
work in preparing the comprehensive report. PK/25/1

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL:
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i.  To apply for Enhanced LMP Grant funding to implement the PK/25/963

improvements to footpaths in Truro as outlined below:

Path No. Repairs Needed Cost

326/14/1,
326/14/2,
326/14/3, | Improve footpath signs. £1,960
326/14/4,
326/14/5

326/17/1 | Fix the stile and add footpath signage. £620

326/18/1 Renew 4 stiles and 1 kissing gate.
326/] 8/2' There are more accessible options but we need to ensure it is £1,400
livestock proof.

326/31/1 | Get large tree cleared and waste removed. £900

326/32/1,
326/32/2

Replace stile. £700

£5,580

Total VAT

i. Tomake Cornwall Council aware of the other repairs and
improvements to public footpaths required using the condition survey
by the Assistant Countryside Ranger.

ii. Toseek areview of the Definitive Footpaths by Cornwall Council.

iv.  To canvas Cornwall Council to seek removal of the gold, silver and
bronze categories of footpaths.

v. Torequest Cornwall Council to apply more resources to bring
footpaths back up to a suitable standard

PARKS DEPARTMENT SERVICE PLAN PK/25/964

The Parks and Amenities Officer apologised for the delay in submitting the
service plan to the Committee. He referred to an A3 colour map which had
been circulated via email before the meeting, and which showed the assets
owned or maintained by the Council across the parish. In the future he
undertook to include information about the area of those assets. The Parks
and Amenities Officer agreed to add general maintenance works to Hendra
Skate Park. The Service Plan was noted.
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MINUTEGOOK M ACHINERY & EQUIPMENT SCHEDULE

The Parks and Amenities Officer invited Councillors to attend a Stihl
gquipment demonstration to be held on 3 December. He noted Makita had
recently held a demonstration and staff were currently trialing their
gquipment. Redundant items of value would be sold at public auction or
traded in if a new item is to be purchased; items deemed of lessor value
would be offered for sale via silent auction open to all members of staff.

It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and

RECOMMEND THAT COUNCIL note the list of the machinery, plant and

vehicles.

RESOLVED that:

1. The list of machinery, plant and vehicles to be written off be noted.

2. The list of replacement machinery, plant and vehicles be used to
inform the 2026/2027 budget setting process.

10. TRURO CITY COUNCIL VEHICLE FLEET -~ USE OF HYDROGENATED VEGETABLE OIL
(HVO) FUEL

The Town Clerk reported bio-methane fuel was increasingly popular, and
Cormac were currently running small tfrucks using that fuel; Leeds City Councll
refuse lorries were also using bio-methane.

IT was proposed by Councillor Tann, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and
RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL
1. That Council continues to use diesel in our larger vehicles and plant in
order to maintain the validity of current vehicle warranties.
2. That as the fleet is replaced alternative fuel options such as hydrogen
or bio-methane should be investigated in addition to electric vehicles.
11. DONKEY FIELD — LICENCE FROM CORNWALL COUNCIL
Members were asked if they wished not to renew the licence to use the
Donkey Field. Cornwall Council also asked if the City Council wished to take
aon the responsibility for the whole area on a devolved basis. The Parks and
Amenities Officer noted there was some old grown in fencing along the
woundary hedge which was failing. During discussion general concern was
roised that access to the Donkey Field by Bosvigo School during term-time
agind by members of the public during evenings, weekends and school
nolidays be maintained. Concern was also raised regarding the current cost
of maintenance. It was noted there was currently a ‘live’ planning
application from Treveth for the Old County Hall site. The Town Clerk also
Jrged caution that it was not clear what Cornwall Council wished to devolve
art this point in time and what the cost implications of this devolution might
he.

It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Tann, and

RECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL

1. That the status quo be maintained i.e. the licence from Cornwall
Council is not renewed for the Donkey Field and Truro City Council
continue to cut the grass and empty the litter bins.

2. Toinstruct the Parks and Amenities Officer to licise with Treveth and
Cornwall Council over the future of the field post development and
bring costed proposals for its management back to the Parks and
Amenities Committee at a later date if they wish Council o take on its
management in the future.
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12. Q2 EXPENDITURE TO BUDGET REPORT - PARKS
The report was noted. PK/25/968

18. WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEE

a. Land At Comprigney Hill Steering Group PK/25/969
The Notes of the Steering Group meeting held on 30 September 2025 had
been noted previously.

(i) Management Plan for Fields During Winter Months Minute LCH/25/778
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and PK/25/970
RESOLVED that consideration of a management plan be deferred whilst
awaiting (a) the coming into post of the new Head Countryside Ranger and
(b) the completion of the specialist survey.

b. Truro Nature Recovery Forum PK/25/9)1
The Minutes of the Forum meeting held on 20 October 2025 were noted.

(i) Wild Truro Monies Minute NRF/25/830 PK/25/972
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and
RESOLVED that £295 be allocated to developing mini-projects and £1000 be
allocated for the development of a nature recovery strategy.

14. STANDING ITEMS
a. Boscawen Park - Dredging of Swanpool — Update PK/25/9)3
The update was noted.

b. Towns Fund Deal Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project and Pitch PK/25/97 4
Improvement Works Update
The update report was noted.

c. Swing Bridge Project Update PK/25/97 5
The Committee noted the update report.

15. INFORMATION ITEMS
The report was noted. PK/25/9)7 6

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by the Chairman, and PK/25/977
RESOLVED that in accordance with §1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public will be excluded from the meeting
during consideration of the following item by reason of its confidential or
special nature: business.

17. REQUEST TO INSTAL PADEL TENNIS FACILITY
The Lessee had approached Truro City Council to seek permission to renew  PK/25/978
the lease so they could install two padel courts on part of the site, in
partnership with a private company. It was noted padel was a fast-growing
popular sport. The Parks and Amenities Officer reported there was currently
no suitable location on its estate for the location of such a facility. It was
generadlly agreed noise was an important consideration.
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MBEIERREe |J was proposed by Councillor Webb seconded by Councillor Rabey, and,

18.

1Y.

20.

Adare 821554
Tel 08445 766 880

ECOMMENDED TO COUNCIL that it supports the request to pursue the
reation of a Padel tennis facility and renew the lease so that it will enable
ne Padel Tennis provision to proceed with the following caveats:

i.  Prior to the submission of any planning application the lessee to
consult neighbouring properties.

i. The installation of sound mitigation measures to reduce any noise
impact should be a prerequisite and should be the minimum that
Council should request as a responsible landowner.

iii. The installation of suitable cycle and motorcycle parking facilities in

addition to car parking.

=k

EADMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
1 was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Rabey, and
ESOLVED that the press and public be permitted to re-join the meeting.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
January 2026

o

n

TEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
enwyn Hill Playing Field Sublease Report, final pond policy, and Truro Public

Cemetery Management Plan

PN TR

The meeting closed at 21:15 QMQA\
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