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Radon Management Policy

1. Infroduction

Truro City Council is committed to ensuring the health, safety, and well-being of its
employees, residents, and visitors. As part of this commitment, the Council
recognises the potential health risks of radon gas. It adopts this Radon Management
Policy to effectively manage and mitigate radon exposure in properties and land
under its control.

Radon is a naturally occurring radioactive gas at varying levels across the UK.
Prolonged exposure to high radon levels increases the risk of lung cancer. This policy
outlines the Council’s responsibilities, procedures, and actions for managing radon
to comply with health and safety regulations and best practices.

2. Scope
This policy applies to:

e All properties owned, leased, or managed by the Council.

¢ Employees working on Council premises.

e Contractors and visitors accessing Council properties.

e Residential and public properties where the Council has a statutory duty to act or
provide advice.

3. Objectives

The objectives of this policy are to:

1. Identify properties and areas within the Council’s jurisdiction at risk of
elevated radon levels.

Conduct radon assessments and testing following statutory guidelines.
Implement effective control measures to reduce radon exposure.

Raise awareness and guide stakeholders on radon risks.
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Ensure compliance with the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 by
implementing robust workplace safety measures, the Management of Health
and Safety at Work Regulations 1999 through comprehensive risk assessments
and staff training, and the lonising Radiations Regulations 2017 (IRR17) by
monitoring radon levels and employing mitigation measures in line with
regulatory standards.

4. Legal and Regulatory Framework

This policy is informed by:
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e Health and Safety at Work Act 1974

¢ Management of Health and Safety at Work Regulations 1999

e |onising Radiations Regulations 2017 (IRR17)

e Building Regulations (Approved Document C)

¢ Public Health England (PHE) guidance on radon management

5. Roles and Responsibilities

5.1 The Council

The Council is responsible for ensuring compliance with this policy, allocating
resources for radon management, and promoting awareness of radon risks.
5.2 Senior Management

e Ensure radon assessments are conducted for all properties under the Council’s
control.

e Approve and monitor action plans to mitigate radon risks.

e Review and update the Radon Management Policy as needed.

5.3 Health and Safety Manager

e Coordinate radon testing and risk assessments.
e Provide training and guidance on radon-related issues.
e Monitor and review radon management measures.

5.4 Facilities Supervisor

e Ensure radon testing is conducted for Council-owned or managed properties,
particularly in areas identified as radon-affected.
e Implement radon mitigation measures where necessary.

5.5 Employees

e Report any concerns regarding radon exposure to their line manager or the
Health and Safety Officer.
e Follow procedures and guidance on radon risk management.

6. Radon Risk Management Process

4.1 Identification of Risk Areas

The Council will use data from Public Health England’s Radon Map and other
sources to identify radon-affected areas within Truro. Properties within these areas
will be prioritised for testing.
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6.2 Radon Testing

Radon testing will follow Public Health England’s (PHE) guidelines on radon
monitoring and the Health and Safety Executive’s (HSE) Approved Code of
Practice for the lonising Radiations Regulations 2017.

Testing will include using passive radon detectors placed in appropriate locations
for a minimum of three months.

Testing will be repeated every 5 years or sooner if significant changes occur to
the building or its use. This frequency will be reviewed to ensure alignment with
current UK legislation and guidance, particularly for high-risk areas requiring more
frequent testing.

6.3 Action Thresholds

The Council will take action to reduce radon levels in properties where radon
concentrations exceed 200 Bg/m? (the UK Action Level). It will aim to achieve the
'target level' of 100 Bg/m?® as Public Health England recommends wherever
reasonably practicable.

Measures may include improved ventilation, sealing floors and walls, or installing
radon sumps.

6.4 Mitigation and Remediation

Where elevated radon levels are identified:

1. A detailed risk assessment will be undertaken.
2. Control measures will be implemented based on the assessment.

3. Follow-up testing will be conducted to verify the effectiveness of mitigation
measures.

6.5 Monitoring and Maintenance

The Council will;

Maintain records of radon testing and mitigation measures.

Periodically review and update testing schedules and mitigation plans.

7. Communication and Training

Employees, contractors, and residents will receive information on radon risks and
the importance of mitigation.

Relevant staff, including property managers and maintenance teams, will
receive training on identifying and managing radon risks. All training programs
will be aligned with the Health and Safety Executive's (HSE) competency
requirements and include regular updates to reflect legislative changes.
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8. Policy Review

This policy will be reviewed annually or as required to reflect changes in legislation,
best practices, or operational requirements. The review will include consultation with
relevant stakeholders to ensure the policy reflects diverse needs and perspectives.

9. Non-Compliance

Failure to comply with this policy may result in employee disciplinary action and
potential contract termination for contractors or vendors.

10. Contact Information

For further information or to report concerns about radon, please contact:

Mark Wright BSc (Hons), MIET
Health & Safety Manager

Truro City Councill

Truro Community Library
Union Place

Truro

TR1 1EP
Mob: 07904 762 053

11. Approval and Communication

Truro City Council approves this policy, effective from [Published Date]. It must be
communicated to all relevant stakeholders and incorporated into the City Council’s
operational practices.
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