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MEETING OF TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM (TNRF) HELD ON
TUESDAY 24 JULY 2025 at 7.00 pm
in the Large Community Room, Second Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro

PRESENT: Councillors: Southcombe (Chairman), Honorary Freeman Wells (Mayor),
Rich (Deputy Mayor) and Tucker.

External Members: Ms Sue Allen, Ms Sarah Douglas-Martin and Ms Jade Neville
(Friends of Coosebean and Cornwall Wildlife Trust)

ALSO PRESENT: Forum Advisor Mr Richard Argall (volunteer free warden) and Mr Matt
Stibley.

APOLOGIES: Mr John Faragher (Friends of Daubuz Moor).

ABSENT: Councillor La Borde.

Also in Attendance: Richard Budge, Parks and Amenities Officer and Cheryl Simpson,
Committee Clerk.

1: COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
Noted. NRF/25/462

2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None. NRF/25/463

3, MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 24 JUNE 2025
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by the Chairman, and
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum Meeting held
on 24 June 2025 were signed as a correct record with the amendment of
Minute NRF/252317 with the replacement of “June” with “July” and “21:00" with
“19:00". NRF/25/464

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Sue Allen, and
RESOLVED that members of the public be allowed to speak at the meeting.

T. VISION STATEMENT

During discussion a number of ideas were suggested including:

(i) ‘With an increasing awareness of the natural world around them
residents and town users will be incenfivised fo care for green spaces
and riverine environments throughout the city.

Connecfting with nature will bring benefits in physical and mental
health and lead to improved relationships between people too.

A simple walk around the city becomes an opportunity to experience
the living world and an appreciation that we live in a shared
ecosystem to be cherished, protected, and enhanced.’
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(ii) A councillor had undertaken a small survey of about sixteen
households in Tregolls ward asking resident to gauge five pointers of
biodiversity revival, accessible nature networks, climate resilience,
community stewardship and nature-friendly economy from extremely
important to less important. He then used the information to create pie
charts. People most liked the idea of accessible nature networks and
community stewardship because they nurtured environmental
resilience, improved public well-being and empowered communities
to protect and shape the natural spaces they depended on. People
thought reducing waste and advancing a circular economy were less
important. The costs of implementing these outweighed the perceived
benefits especially when short-term profit and convenience
dominated decision-making. (It was suggested that this also reflected
the well-established recycling waste collection system.) A member of
the Treffry Residents' Association agreed to repeat the survey in their
area via facebook.

(iii) From the information in the above paragraph the following vision
statement was suggested:

‘Truro will be a place where nature thrives alongside people—where
biodiversity, heritage, and community interweave to create a resilient,
living landscape.

We envision a city where woodlands, waterways, coastlines, and
green spaces are restored, expanded, and cared for—connecting
neighbourhoods with nature and nurturing wellbeing. By 2035, Truro will
be recognised for its
commitment to:

Biodiversity Revival: Strengthening habitats for pollinators, birds, and
native wildlife across urban, rural, and coastal areas—through
wildflower corridors, free canopy expansion, and species
reinfroduction.

&5 Accessible Nature Networks: Creating continuous green loops from

Boscawen Park to Coosebean and through the Pydar site, designed
for walkers, cyclists, and families to reconnect with nature daily.

@ Climate Resilience: Enhancing floodplains, preserving hedgerows,
and restoring wetlands fo protect the city from climate impacts while
increasing carbon capture.
= Community Stewardship: Supporting schools, residents, and
volunteers to be active custodians of nature, through citizen science,
green apprenticeships, and local land partnerships.

«» Nature-Friendly Economy: Encouraging businesses—from cafés to
confractors—to adopt pollinator-friendly practices, reduce waste, and
integrate biodiversity goals into their planning. Circular economy.
Truro's nature recovery journey will honour ifs heritage, embrace
innovation, and reflect the shared ambition of its people—to leave a
legacy that is not only greener but deeply connected to place and
purpose.’

(iv) It was suggested the Forum should also have regard to Cornwall
Council's Nature Recovery Strategy which had already done a lot of
work for the City's areaq.

(V) Another Councillor suggested: ‘By 2035, Truro will be a thriving hub of
biodiversity and ecological resilience, where vibrant natural habitats
flourish alongside our community. We envision a city where
inferconnected green spaces, restored woodlands, wetlands, and
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urban wildflower meadows support abundant nafive species, from

pollinators fo birds to aquatic life. Our rivers, particularly the Truro River,
will flow clean and clear, teeming with fish and surrounded by healthy
riparian zones. Every resident, from young to old, will have access to
nature-rich spaces within a short walk, fostering a deep connection to
the environment and a shared commitment to its stewardship. Through
collaborative efforts, sustainable practices, and innovative urban
planning, Truro will lead by example, balancing human activity with
the restoration and protection of our natural heritage for generatfions
to come.’

It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Tucker, and
RESOLVED that the Forum agree the following vision statement which could
be amended as necessary as the strategy developed: ‘Truro will be a city
that supports an abundance of nature, to which the population has access.’

Actions: Councillors Rich, Southcombe, Tucker and Mr Richard Argall to send
information referred to above to Committee Clerk for incorporation into the
Minutes. [Done.] NRF/25/465

5. TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM ON-LINE PRESENCE

It was noted the Town Clerk has been contacted about the potential of
arranging an on-line presence to be managed by Truro City Council and
report back to a future meeting. NRF/25/466

b. ALL SORTS EVENT SUNDAY 7 SEPTEMBER 2025
The Chairman invited Forum Members as individuals fo take part in the ‘If
takes all sorts’ event taking place on Sunday 7 September 12:30 - 17:00 on
Lemon Quay organised by local resident Ruth Mason. NRF/25/467
7. NEXT MEETING
Thursday 4 September 2025 at 19:00.

Agenda items for the next meeting:
e Mr Matt Stribley to talk about survey work
e Drafting a nature recovery strategy
e Look at Comwall Council's Nature Recovery Strategy map covering
Truro

Actions:

1. All Forum Members to research other Town and Parish Council nature
recovery strategies and Cornwall Council’s Nature Recovery Strategy for the
Truro City area for inspiration (especially land designations, policies, priorities,
pressures and actions).

2. Committee Clerk to re-circulate Nature Towns and Cities Accreditation
Scheme information and the Natural History Museum's information about
urban wildlife to the Forum for information. [Done.]

NRF/25/468

The meeting closed at 20:00.
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