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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY 3 FEBRUARY
2025 AT 7.00 PM IN THE LARGE COMMUNITY ROOM, TOP FLOOR, TRURO COMMUNITY LIBRARY,
PYDAR STREET, TRURO

PRESENT: Councillors Eathorne-Gibbons (Chairman), Biscoe, La Borde, Rabey
(Deputy Mayor), Southcombe, Swain (Mayor), and Webb (Chairmar]
of the Finance and General Purposes Committee).
APOLQGIES: Councillors Roby and Roden.

ABSENT: Councillors Sealy, and Griffiths.

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Councillor Mrs Carlyon.

Richard Budge, Parks & Amenities Officer.

1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES

The apologies for absence as submitted were noted. PK/24/1141
2, DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None. PK/24/1142

3. QPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS AGENDA -
VERBAL QUESTIONS
None. PK/24/1143

4. PUBLIC MINUTES

[Councillor Mrs Carlyon entered the room at 19:01.]

twas proposed by Councillor Rabey, seconded by Councillor La Borde, and
ESOLVED that the minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee Meeting PK/24/1144
eld on 6" January 2025 were a correct record and signed.

5 A

5.  QORRESPONDENCE

0. Email dated 4 January 2025 from Royal Observer Corps Association
requesting a commemorative flower bed at Victoria Gardens and flag
flown at the Municipal Buildings.

The Parks & Amenities Officer (PAQ) intfroduced the letter and informed
members that the Victoria Gardens Head Gardener looking into simplifying
and costing the design. Members discussed the number of memorials in
Victoria Gardens and if this was to be an annual event, one off or a
permanent installation. It was clarified that the flag would need to be
supplied by them.

It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Rabey and e
recommended a simplified design be approved for planting in Victoria PK/24/1185 wiriais

Gardens, for one year only, and the flag be referred to the Finance &
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General Purposes Committee for decision with the caveat that the flag is
provided by the organisation.

b. Email dated 19 January 2025 fromm a member of the public asking Truro City
Council to explore whether it can facilitate Padel Tennis in Truro.

The committee learnt, from the PAO, that the LTA, despite recognising
Padel Tennis, would not support the conversion of any existing court(s) at
Boscawen Park. Members considered potential locations, heard report of
noise complaints from the sport elsewhere, and wanted to see market
research that evidenced the demand for the facility in Truro.

The email was noted.

It was recommended to reply stating at present Truro City Council has no
area which could accommodate the facility and suggest they make
contact with the Langarth Developers and surrounding parishes.

c. Email dated 17 January 2025 from Water Officer, West Cornwall Search and
Rescue Team requesting permission to conduct fraining exercises on public
land and rivers at including Daubuz Moor, Festival Gardens, Furniss Island
and the St George's Road and Victoria Gardens areas.

It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Rabey and
recommended to allow the fraining to take place in all areas requested
with the exception of Daubuz Moor, due to its ecological importance and
suggest the Truro River Basin as another site.

d. Email dated 28 January 2025 from Senior Safety Advisor RCHT to request the
landing of helicopters at Boscawen Park.

Context of the letter was established by the PAO referencing an incident
involving a helicopter landing, leading to an assessment at Treliske and
subsequent cessation of larger helicopters operation from the landing pad
on site. There had been emergency landings at Boscawen Park, most
recently during the winter, and had caused damage to the pitches where
it had sunk in the soft ground by one foot deep. A large '‘H' had been
marked for the landing in the meantime. The PAQ said that allowing this
after drainage works were done at a considerable cost was not advised
and instead suggested other land in Truro City Council ownership.

The committee agreed an alternate site would be better placed to serve
this function, members putting forward ideas notably the landing pad at

New County Hall and Truro Airfield. The Civil Aviation Authority regulatory

implications were in addition to the insurance liability.

The committee recommended o Full Council that Truro City Council should
not be prepared to accommodate the request but would allow the
landings until May and help with finding an alternative site. It was also
requested the insurance company be consulted.

COMMEMORATION AND MEMORIALS POLICY
The draft '‘Commemoration and Memorials Policy' was presented by the PAO.

A member asked what the implications of the Fairy Doors would be if the
policy is adopted. It was reported that since the draft policy was written
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recent events had occurred but that this committee encouraged amend the

golicy before approval to account for this.

Discussion centfred around the un-natural materials used and the harm they
nmay cause to the environment whether tied to or affixed to trees. During this a
member enquired where the liability for injury falls as a result of damage to
Unpoliced installations.

fwas the queried how the classification of memorials and commemorations is
decided at Truro City Council and how that applies in the instances of paths
gnd walks being named for someone.

M was decided to seek views of the public when writing the policy where
impact on a community installation is possible.

Nembers of the committee remarked this policy presented a list of that which
gannot be done rather than that which can; in addition to this it was felt the
gdvisory points, such as warning of the risk of theft of brass plagues on
kenches, should be part of the talks with applicants and not be written into
the policy.

=

Councillor alleged the policies allowance of free planting in areas of
nvironmental significance, for instance Daubuz Moor, would conflict with
ature therefore required further limitations.

- M

1 was questioned how given 3.1 of the policy stating “it is not necessary that
he commemorated individual was a resident of Truro” the number of benches
ould be restricted as not to overrun any area but still accommodate new
equests. Other members asked that an expiry of 15 to 20 years for names on a
kench be used to free up spaces for plagues in the future.

= Oy o=k

—

was RESOLVED Councillors read the draft policy, send suggested PK/24/1149
mendments within two weeks and the policy be reviewed again at the next
heeting of the committee.

=

-
—

HE LEATS

ollowing Committee permission Councillor Mrs Carlyon, having requested this
fem, spoke of her wish to see the leats working once more and bring the town
alive’.

=

he PAQO clarified the Environment Agency (EA) are responsible for the supply
f water to the system, Cornwall Council for the channels, and Truro City
Louncil for the tank to Castle Street as well as the City centre maintenance.
e also reported that the EA would look to jet the system when water levels
re low enough and change the catch tank in the summer as well as help in
mstalling a second pipe if the ram is moved.

S 0 T o

=

Nembers were reminded of the residents’ complaints of the vibrations and
oise from the ram pump, hence the reason for needing to relocate following
umerous sound dampening methods.

i

T

councillor furned attention to a previous instruction given to the PAO to seek
ne listing of the system commenting this should remain on the table but be

ostponed until after any works are completed to avoid complication. e

5 oy e v
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Members requested that the Chairman of the Planning And Licensing
Committee, with the Town Clerk and Parks & Amenities Officer write a strong
letter requesting the prompt removal of the temporary concrete over the
channels and replacement with iron plates.

APPLICATION FOR USE

The PAO infroduced the application by Truro Cricket Club to hold a match
and use the field for parking, he made members aware that drainage works
were about to be initiated at great expense. He had been in contact to
support in finding alternative fransport methods.

Councillors noted the importance of this match for the town and Truro Cricket
Club’s viability.

It was proposed by Councillor La Borde, seconded by Councillor Eathorne-
Gibbons and recommended that the Truro Cricket Club application for use be
approved with the exception that parking on the field is not permitted.

WORKING GROUP AND SUB-COMMITTEE
a. Truro Nature Recovery Forum

The minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum meeting held 11" November
2024 were noted.

The minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum meeting held 15" January
2025 were noted.

The PAO reported that the grant application had been unsuccessful.

STANDING ITEMS
a. Boscawen Park Dredging of Swanpool Update. It was reported that
Council had agreed to a direct award following an unfruitful open
tender process.

b. Towns Fund Deal Board, Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project Update.
Planning permission had been approved, most of the site had been
cleared with the chemical store yet to be demolished by an authorised
contractor, and all the tunnels and greenhouses had been sold, or
gifted to smallholders and other local authorities. The contractors were
due to startin June.

c. Swing Bridge Project Update. There was nothing to report.
INFORMATION ITEMS

a. At ldless Nursery the small greenhouse had now had final bench

installation.

b. The Parks and Amenities Officer's report was noted.

c. The Zero Carbon Officer's report was noted.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
It was proposed by Councillor Eathorne-Gibbons, seconded by Councillor

Swain, and RESOLVED that in accordance with s1(2) of the Public Bodies
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the press and public be excluded from the
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meeting during consideration of the following items by reason of their

donfidential nature and for business reasons.

13. RENEWAL OF TRADING RIGHTS
Councillors discussed previous arrangements and the agreement to supply the
gafé in the park with ice creams.

A member requested that there be negotiations for the use of the electrical
hiook up connection rather than the diesel engine.

Iftwas proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Swain and
recommended to Council that Truro City Council agree to grant the Council's PK/24/1182
Contractor the trading rights for the next year.

14. RETURN OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

Iftwass proposed by the Councillor Eathorne-Gibbons, seconded by Councillor
Rabey and RESOLVED that the press and public be invited to return to the PK/24/1183
meeting.

15. DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Monday 3 March 2025. PK/24/1184

16. ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
The items were noted. [Pond Policy, Kenwyn Hill Playing Field Sublease Report

gnd Parks Department Service Plan, Kenwyn Churchyard Maintenance] PK/24/1185

The meeting closed at 20:33.

CHAIRMAN
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