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CITY| OF TRURO
Town Clerk

MEETING OF TRURO CITY COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY 31 MARCH 2025 at 7.00 pm
in the Large Community Room, Top Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro

PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Swain),

Councillors: Biscoe, Mrs Carlyon, Eathorne-Gibbons, Green, Nolan, Pascoe, Rabey,
Rich, Roden, Southcombe, Stokes, Webb, Wetherill and Wells.

APOLOGIES: Councillors La Borde, Roby, Sealy and Unwin. 2 Swndlos fifuuLf CGuas
ABSENT: Councillor Griffiths, Mrs Nolan and Sunderhauf- ﬁ

Also in Attendance: David Rodda MBE, Town Clerk, Esther Greig, Deputy Town Clerk ang
RFO and Cheryl Simpson, Committee Clerk.

PRAYERS

Prior to the formal business of the Council, the Mayor's Chaplain said prayers.
On behalf of the Council the Mayor thanked Reverand Simon Clark for his
dedication and service to the people of Truro.

1. COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
Apologies were noted. 24/1423

2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND ANY DISPENSATIONS

e Councillor Wells ltem 10b(ii) Vice-Chairman of Kenwyn and St Allen
Parochial Church Council and left the room during this item.

e Councillor Biscoe Item 12 ¢ Bard and Council member of Gorsedh

Kernow. é%/ E- ke
24/1424

3. MINUTES OF COUNCIL

It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 24 February 2025
were considered a correct record. 24/1425

4. OPEN SESSION FOR CORNWALL COUNCILLORS

Councillor Rich, Cornwall Councillor for Tregolls

Councillor Rich alleged during a recent Truro Town Deal Board meeting he had
attended; the Chairman had made unprofessional remarks, and he had
requested the Chief Monitoring Officer investigate this matter.
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Councillor Nolan, Cornwall Councillor for Boscawen and Redannick
Councillor Nolan reported the number of Cornwall Council meetings had
dropped off and councillors were busy electioneering. Changes to Community
Network Panels were to be made. He noted the current 30mph speed limit
northbound on Morlaix Avenue would shortly be enforced. On a recenf
enforcement of Station Hill's 20mph limit about 200 cars had been caughf
speeding by the Police. He had arranged for a presentation from the Highe
Newham Farm developers to be made to the Planning and Licensing
Committee, further he would circulate to councillors a contact for the Dudman
Farm development.

In response to a question about clinical waste being put out with ordinary
household waste he said he would follow this up with Cornwall Council's Wastg
Service. He was also asked how much it had cost Cornwall Council to replacs
bins which were not needed anymore and the cost of the removal ang
recycling of old bins. The ending of the old bin recycling scheme before the
start of the new refuse collection service and the quality of the caddies
provided was also criticised by some Councillors He expressed concern thaf
Central Government had imposed a farget of 4,300 new homes to be built in
Cornwall which were unlikely to be built due to a lack of builders and materialg
and which could potentially blight land also.

Councillor Wells Cornwall Councillor Moresk and Trehaverne

Councillor Wells reported Wales and West Utilities works were going to plan ang
they hadn't needed to close River Steet altogether. Works in Victoria Squarg
were expected to be completed w/e 4 April and works in St Clement Stree
would last 3-4 weeks. When all the works had been completed Cormac wersg
due to undertake resurfacing works. Concern was raised at the overly
bureaucratic nature of the business compensation scheme.

24/1426

OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO
None. 24/1427

TOWN CLERK'S REPORT

The Town Clerk highlighted work on the interpretation of the Lemon Quay
project was ongoing. A presentation on the liffing bridge project was being
considered again by the Planning and Licensing Committee at 6.30pm on
Thursday 3 April. Councillors were reminded that the lift at the Municipal
Buildings would be operated by the Hall for Cornwall when meeting rooms
were booked. In relation to the Duck Pond dredging project this was
expected to take place in September/October 2025 or 2026. A sample of the
materials to be dredged had been taken in order to ascertain what disposal
options were feasible. Due to cost constraints it might be that pitches would
be drained whilst the outfield surfaces would be improved at surface level
only. The children's playground was not included in this project but its
drainage was expected to be improved slightly as a result of the planned
works. An agronomist was current pricing relevant works;.
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Councillors were reminded works fo the top of Lemon Quay were expected
to be completed in June 2025, works to the bottom would be completed in
November, works to remove the Compton Castle to be completed in May
2025and works to the underpasses were due to be complete in March 2026.
He added Cornwall Council were planning enforcement action to improve
public access to the carpark at Newham at the end of the Higher Newham
Trail. A presentation would also be made to the Town Crier on the occasion of
the tenth anniversary of his appointment at 10 am on 7 April in the Mayor's
Parlour.

Report noted. 24/1428

7. COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR

The Mayor’s report was noted. The Mayor noted that, together with the Town
Clerk, Community Link Officer, Licensing officer, antisocial behaviour officer,
police and Cormac, she attended weekly Town Centre meetings. Councillors
were asked to contact the Finance Assistant in Finance to arrange parking at
Garras Wharf carpark. 24/1429

8. VERBAL OR WRITTEN PORTFOLIO REPORTS OF MEETINGS OR CONFERENCES ATTENDED BY
MEMBERS

Councillor Roden had attended a recent meeting of the Langarth
Consultation Group and had walked the Bosvithick trail to Penventinnie fields
noting the lack of a plan to link Langarth cycling and walking routes with
Truro. It was noted this would form part of a Truro Transport strategy.

24/1430
9. QUESTION TIME PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER NO. 4K — WRITTEN
QUESTIONS ONLY
None. 24/143]1

10. AGENDA ITEMS

a) The Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Meeting held 20 February 2025 were
noted. 24/1432

i. Minute P/24/1270 Call for Sites

It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Wetherill and
RESOLVED that Council explores Neighbourhood Priority Statements as a way of
feeding on to the Cornwall Local Plan. 24/1433

b) The Minutes of the Parks and Amenities Committee held 3 March 2025 were
noted. 24/1434

i. Minute PK/24/1318 Commemoration and Memorials Policy

It was proposed by Councillor Roden seconded by Councillor Biscoe, and
RESOLVED that the draft Commemoration and Memorials Policy, as amended be
approved.

[This matter was considered ‘en bloc’ with (i) and (jii) following.] 24/1435
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ii. Minute PK/24/1319 Closure of Kenwyn Churchyard

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Biscoe and

RESOLVED that the cost of maintenance of Kenwyn Churchyard is included in

future Parks budgets. It was noted that it is included in 2025/26 budget - this

change of status does not constitute a change to the maintenance programme

already in place.

[This matter was considered ‘en bloc’ with (i) above and (iii) following.]
24/1436

iii. Minute PK/24/1320 Application for Use

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Biscoe, and

RESOLVED that (a) the Truro Running Club application for the use of Penarth Lane

for its 10km Trail Running Race be refused and (b) the Parks and Amenities

Officer offer support to the Club to find an alternative route.

[This matter was considered ‘en bloc’ with (i) and (i) above]. 24/1437
[Councillor Mrs Carlyon left the meeting room.]

c) The Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held 10 March
2025 were noted. 24/1438

i. It was noted that the quote provided for town council insurance on a three-
year agreement had been accepted. 24/1439

ii. Minute F/2/1345 Permit to Work Policy
It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Mayor, and
RESOLVED that the Permit to Work Policy is adopted. 24/1440

iii. Minute F/24/1344 Contractors and Vendor Management Policy

It wass proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Mayor, and
RESOLVED that the Contractors and Vendor Management policies and
procedures, as amended, necessary for creating an approved register of
preferred contractors are adopted. 24/1441

iv. Additional Motion
It was proposed by Councillor Stokes, seconded by the Mayor, and
RESOLVED that the Facilities Manager be thanked for his hard work on drawing

up the draft contractors policy. 24/1442
d) The Minutes of the Truro Nature Recovery Forum held 11 March 2025 were noted.
24/1443
e) The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 12 March 2025 were noted.
24/1444
f) The Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee held on 13 March 2025
were noted. 24/1445
g) Motions

(i) Amendment to Procedural Guidance and Seniority List

A typographical error on the agenda was corrected and the correct motion

CHAIRMAN’S
INITIALS

&

304




MINUTE BOOK

was circulated at the meeting as follows: “Truro City Council elect a Mayor
and Deputy Mayor to serve for a one-year period only. A member may serve
a second term, but not consecutively. All elections to comply with the agreed
protocol for Mayoral selection.”

During a wide-ranging discussion which included the commitment required,
role, responsibilities and ‘job satisfaction’ of holding the office of Mayor or
Deputy Mayor it was agreed to delete the last sentence because the current
protocol represented guidance not law.

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Carlyon, seconded by Councillor Biscoe,
and

RESOLVED that Truro City Council elect a Mayor and Deputy Mayor to serve
for a one-year period only. A member may serve a second term, but not
consecutively. 24/1444

Following discussion, it was also proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by
the Mayor, and

RESOLVED that a report on the mechanisms of mayoral selection be made to
the next Council meeting. 24/1447

[Councillor Mrs Carlyon returned to the meeting room during consideration of
this agenda item.]

(ii) Amendment to Lemon Quay fees and charges

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by Councillor Nolan, and
RESOLVED that the Lemon Quay fees and charges be amended as follows:
“Truro Based Charities and community group bookings

Charity Rate: Free of charge.

- Small space booked by a Truro based charity for an event, promotion or
collection.

*Charity Event Rate has a £44.00 +VAT administration fee per booking payable
at time of booking as a deposit, administration fees are not transferable and
non-

refundable.

**Multiple dates booked at the same time will only be charged one
administration fee" 24/1448

h) Draft Annual Meeting agenda and Committee Selection Committee meeting
Councillors considered an example draft agenda for the 12 May 2025 Annuall
Council meeting and were specifically asked if they wished to hold a meeting
of the Committee Selection Committee directly aofter the Annual Meeting or
on Thursday 15 May (as happened during a non-election year). After some
discussion Council agreed to hold the meeting of the Committee Selection
Committee on 15 May 2025. The Mayor-making ceremony would take place
on 2 June. It was also agreed fo delete “if more than two persons have been
nominated” from items 1 and 3 of the draft agenda. 24/1449
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j. Truro City Council Off-Street Car Parking Order 2025
All the responses received to the carparking consultation were considered. The De
Clerk reported she had spoken to Cornwall Council enforcement and it had confir
suggestions could be accommodated. No amendments required. It was anticipat
order was made enforcement might commence from 1 June 2025

11.

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Mayor, and
RESOLVED that:

1. The report be noted.

2. The ‘made' Off-Street Car Parking Order 2025 be approved and published.

3. Enforcement of the Off-Street Car Parking Order 2025 shall commence as soon
once the crderis "made”. 24/1451
CORRESPONDENCE

. The report was noted.

Municipal Buildings - Hire of Town Hall to the Hall For Cornwall for 2025/26
It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that:

Future meetings of Full Council and Committee meetings will be held in the
Council Chamber in the Municipal Buildings from 28 April 2025.

The hire of the Town Hall and the main offices in the Municipal Buildings to the
Hall for Cornwall for the period 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2024, in order to
generate income to help cover the operation costs of the building, be
agreed.

To instruct the Town Clerk to generate income from the hire of the Committee
Room and Council Chamber wherever possible as this will also conftribute to
the operational costs of the building.

Recommended that the Accommodation Working Group investigates the
commissioning of condition surveys and options analysis on the future use of
the Municipal Buildings so that it can bring forward recommendations about
how to proceed with a medium to long term strategy for the Municipal
Buildings to the Finance and General Purposes Committee. 24/1450

The following correspondence was received and noted.

Email dated 24 February 2025 from Farmers Movement Cornwall regarding
farms and food security

It wass proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, and
RESOLVED that the following response drafted by the Town Clerk be agreed
‘Thank you for your email dated 26 February 2025 which was considered

by Council at their meeting on 31March 2025. Whilst Truro City

Council supports Cornish farmers and their efforts to produce locally
sustainably produced food it is unable to support your call to declare a
“Farming Crisis and Food Security Emergency” and to adopt a “Food
Security Restoration Policy” due to the political statements made on your
website. 24/1452

Thank-you card for retirement gifts and best wishes from Ms Liz Ayres, former
Finance Assistant
Noted. 24/1453
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15.

16.

17.

18.

. The proposed terms offered by Cornwall Council for the repayment of 50% of

. Quarterly payments would be the preferred repayment option and authority be

the works undertaken to repair the Clock Tower on the Municipal Buildings be
accepted.

delegated to the Town Clerk to agree the final terms of the repayment
agreement with Cornwall Council. 24/1459

Procurement of Design for the Boscawen Park Sports Hub Project

It was proposed by Councillor Roden seconded by Councillor Biscoe, and
RESOLVED that:

1.The report be noted.

2.1t be noted that, under the delegated authority already given to the Town
Clerk for Town Deal funded projects during the pre-election period, Fox
Construction Solutions Limited will be appointed as the contractor to
undertake the next stage of the design and build contract for the Boscawen
Sports Hub building.

3. Councillors thanked Cornwall Council, Cornwall Council Divisional Memberg
and the Town Clerk for all their hard work in progressing this project.

24/1460

READMITTANCE OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Roden, and

RESOLVED that the press and public be invited back into the meeting.
24/1461

ITEMS AND DATE FOR NEXT MEETING

It was noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 28 April 2025. An
investigation into additional land use for future recreational and sports use in
Truro would be reported back to a future meeting. 24/1462

COMMON SEAL

It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, and
RESOLVED that the Common Seal be affixed to any document or documents
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this
Meeting. 24/1443

The meeting closed at 21:49

. MAYOR
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c. Letter dated 10 March 2025 from the Grand Bard regarding plans to hold its
100th ceremony in Truro in 2028

The Town Clerk clarified the kind of support requested was related to event
organisation such as utilising local contacts, representation on local
organisation committee, provision of in-kind support, provision of venues and
assistance with stewarding and promotion.

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Mayor, and
RESOLVED that the Grand Bard be invited to make a presentation to a future
Council meeting. 24/1454

d. Email dated 4 March 2025 from Cornwall Council regarding 2 and 4 Newquay
Road, Truro

Cormnwall Council advised these two properties were no longer operationally
required, and the City Council was asked if it was interested in acquiring
them.

It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that the Town Clerk be requested to (a) obtain structural surveys for
both 2 and 4 Newquay Road, Truro and (b) contact the Cockin Charity,
housing trusts and New Life for City Buildings to explore potential options in
acquiring the properties before reporting back to Finance and General

Purposes Committee. 24/1455
e. Email dated 25 March 2025 from Great Western Railway regarding Customer

and Community Improvement Fund 2025/26

Noted. 24/1456

12. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that in accordance with s1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during
consideration of the following item by reason of their confidential or special
nature: business. 24/1457

13. Parks and Amenities Commitiee 3 March 2025
i. Minute PK/24/1329 Additional Recreation/Public Amenity Land Purchase
The Town Clerk noted an independent land valuation report was awaited
which would be reported back to Council in due course.

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by Councillor Biscoe, and
RESOLVED that it investigates the potential to take an “option” to secure land for
future recreational and sports use in Truro and that it delegates authority to
progress the negotiations to the Town Clerk. 24/1458

14. Municipal Buildings - Clock Tower Repair Financing
It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Councillor Eathorne-
Gibbons, and
RESOLVED that:
1. The report be noted.
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