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Town Clerk

MEETING OF TRURO CITY COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY 28 OCTOBER 2024 at 7.00 pm
in the Large Community Room, Top Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro

PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Swain),

Councillors: Biscoe, Eathorne-Gibbons, Green, La Borde, Mrs Nolan, Nolan, Pascoe,
Rabey, Rich, Stokes, Roby, Roden, Sealy, Southcombe, Sunderhauf, Unwin.

Webb, Wetherill and Wells.

APOLOGIES: Apologies of absence were received from Councillors Mrs Carlyon and
Griffiths, (personal), Councillor Hall, (business),

ABSENT: Councillor Tamblyn

Also in Attendance: David Rodda MBE, Town Clerk, Esther Greig, Deputy Town Clerk and
Cheryl Simpson, Committee Clerk.

1. PRAYERS
Prior to the formal business of the Council, the Town Clerk said prayers.

2. APOLOGIES
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that the apologies be noted. 24/736

3. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND ANY DISPENSATIONS
None. 24/737

4, MINUTES OF COUNCIL
It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Green, and
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 30 September
2024 were considered a correct record subject to the amendment of Minute
24/572, second paragraph, second line: replacement of “Green” with “Old
Bridge". 24/738

5. OPEN SESSION FOR CORNWALL COUNCILLORS

Councillor Wells Cornwall Councillor Moresk and Trehaverne

Councillor Wells reported that as referred to in the Town Clerk’s report he would
be attending a meeting next month with Cornwall Council’s Portfolio Holder for
Transport, Cornwall Council Members and Truro BID to discuss car parking
arrangements in Truro, including an update on the Moorfield carpark.
Arrangements for 3 days’ free parking in Truro in December had been
confirmed.
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Wales and West Utilities had held a drop-in session and works would
commence 2 January 2025; there was also a compensation scheme for
businesses and traders to apply to. The works formed part of a five-year plan to
future proof the distribution of natural gas — the pipes could also carry other
types of gas.

In response to complaints about increasingly uneven granite sets in Boscawen
Street, following recent reinstatement works causing vehicles to run slowly and
an uneven pedestrian surface, Councillor Wells asked Councillors to specify the
particular areas of concern, and he would raise this with the relevant Highways
Officer.

Councillor Nolan, Cornwall Councillor for Boscawen and Redannick
Councillor Nolan reported that a leaflet drop had taken place in the
Camborne-Pool-Redruth area recently in advance of the new refuse and
recycling collection arrangements. To date, Cornwall’s recycling rate had
increased to 50% and the new arrangements had been rolled out satisfactorily.
Instead of wheelie bins, terraced properties would be provided with large
seagull proof refuse bags. Food waste was currently transported to an
anaerobic digester in Holsworthy, Devon.

Cornwall Council’'s Strategic Planning Committee had increased its threshold
to 300 houses and found itself with no work; since then, it had recently lowered
the threshold to 50 houses, so more meetings had been arranged.

He had attended an interesting visit fo the Cyber Crime Unit noting that 70%
reported crime related to Facebook marketplace scams.

Councillor Rich, Cornwall Councillor for Tregolls
Councillor Rich reported that he had attended the Local Government
Association Conference last week and he had chaired a panel on zero waste,
highlighting the large amount of plastic packaging in the waste stream despite
available alternatives. He would be contacting the local MP about this matter.
Secondly, he had also spoken to the relevant Minister of State emphasising
Cornwall’s distinctiveness in relation to the debate on devolution. Finally, he
reported that he had located 2 derelict empty properties owned by Cornwall
Council and he would report back to Council at a future meeting.

241739
OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO
None. 24/740

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s report was taken as read and noted. The Town Clerk
highlighted that in relation to the Town Deal Projects, Government have
confirmed that the end date for projects to be completed by has been
extended until the end of March 2027. However, this was not a ‘blanket
extension’ — each case would be decided on its merits. The planning
application for the Boscawen Park Sports Hub was due to be submitted
imminently. Drop-in sessions and engagement with local residents were also
planned. In relation to the refurbishment of Lemon Quay, Red Hawk Events
from Devon had been appointed after a selection process to write a long-
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10.

11.

b)

term strategy; the planned play areas in the planters would not be going
ahead.

Finally, he reported that there was an opportunity to apply for funding from
the National Lottery Heritage Fund ranging from £250K to £1M from their
nature in cities and towns programme. The deadline for expressions of interest
was noon 11.11.24 and he sought Councillor’s views. If this was positive the
Parks and Amenities Committee would be requested to support an expression
of interest at its meeting scheduled for 4 November.

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by Councillor La Borde, and
RESOLVED that the Parks and Amenities Committee would be asked to
consider submitting an expression of interest in the National Heritage Lottery
Fund scheme. 24/741

COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR

The Mayor's report was taken as read and noted. She highlighted that on 25
October she had attended a meeting of leaders of different organisations
including. Cornwall Council, Hall for Cornwall, Royal Corneall Museum, Truro
Cathedral, Visit Truro, Truro and Newham BIDs and the local MP discussing the
need to work together to develop a shared vision for Truro. The meeting had
concluded that Truro City Council was best placed to lead this work. Further,
it was considered that the City Council should lead work on the strategic
alignment and planning of events taking place in the City by working in a
collective to ensure that there was an holistic plan for events held in Truro
over the next 18 to 24 months. 24/742

VERBAL OR WRITTEN PORTFOLIO REPORTS OF MEETINGS OR CONFERENCES ATTENDED BY

MEMBERS

Councillor Biscoe reported that he had recently attended an event to
celebrate the 30t anniversary of the establishment of Zebs youth centre and
commended its work over the years. 24/743

QUESTION TIME PURSUANT TO STANDING ORDER NO. 6K — WRITTEN
QUESTIONS ONLY
None. 24/744

AGENDA ITEMS 24/745

The Minutes of The Planning Committee 26 September 2024 were noted.
24746

The Minutes of Parks and Amenities Committee held 10 October 2024 were
noted. Councillor Wells pointed out that that Councillor Webb rather than himself
had attended the meeting, and this would be corrected. 24/747

Minute PK/24/645 Charges for using Parks and Gardens

It was commented that no specific community engagement had taken place
on this proposal. The Town Clerk, in noting that general engagement with parks
users took place on a day-to-day basis, agreed to feed this back to the Parks,
Amenities and Facilities Officer.
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d)

f)

g)

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by Councillor Webb, and
RESOLVED that Truro City Council make the charges as set out in the report i.e.
half the football pitch booking fee for sport training session; football pitch
booking fee for rounders matches etc and administrative fee for exercise classes
and use of the boule/petanque piste etc. 24/748

The Minutes of The Land at Comprigney Hill (Coosebean) Steering Group held 10
October 2024 were noted. 24/749

Minute LCH/24/634 Carrying out specialist surveys/technical studies

It was proposed by Councillor Roden seconded by Councillor Wells, and
RESOLVED that a technical survey of the Land at Comprigney Hill be
commissioned by the Parks, Amenities and Facilities Officer, on behalf of the
Steering Group. 24/750

The Minutes Of The Wiliam Yeoman Bennett Charity Held 14 October 2024
Not considered. 24/751

The Minutes of The Minutes of The Finance and General Purposes Committee
Held 14 October 2024 were noted. 24/752

The Town Clerk emphasised that if the City Council did not “option to tax"
then the Council would have to cover the shortfall in funding of £132,000. He
reminded Councillors that once the planning application had been
submitted, a tender exercise would be undertaken before contractors were
appointed. At this stage a business plan for the long-term operation of the
building would be drawn up. 24/753

Minute F/24/675 Boscawen Park Sports Hub — VAT Options

The report was noted.

It was proposed by Councillor Webb, seconded by Councillor Wells, and

RESOLVED that

1. Truro City Council “option to tax” for VAT purposes for all expenditure
relating to the construction and operation of the Boscawen Park Sports
Hub as identified in Map A set out in the report.

2. The starting date for the “option to tax” is set at 1 November 2024.

24/754

Minute F/24/669 CIL Money

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by Councillor La Borde, and

RESOLVED that £47,188.71 CIL Monies be split equally between projects for

three buildings: Zebs (exterior wall). Hendra (roof), and the Library (fire escape

and interior flooring in the children’s library and children’s furniture). 24/755

The Minutes of the Planning Committee Held 17 October 2024 were noted.
24/756
Procurement Panel for Contracts Exceeding £30,000 (inc, VAT)
It was clarified that procurement panels would be allocated in alphabetical
order of surname. Page 2 of the report was amended by the replacement of
“£29,999" with “£30,000", page 3 of the report was amended by the
replacement of “£99,999" with “£100,000", “£249,999" with “£250,000" and
"£249,999" with “£250,000".
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It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that:

1. The formation of procurement panels to review contracts as and
when required by Truro City Council Financial Regulations and the
Scheme of Delegation be approved

2. Authority is delegated to award contracts for the fown deal budget
fo either the Finance and General Purposes Committee or Town Clerk
and Deputy Town Clerk/RFO as follows:

2.1 That Council resolves to delegate review of tenders in excess of
£25,000 (ex.VAT) to a panel consisting of three from the following as
most appropriate;

Parks tenders: the Mayor or Deputy Mayor, the Chairman or Vice-
Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee, and the
Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Parks and Amenities Committee.
Finance and Town Deal tenders: the Mayor or Deputy Mayor, the
Chairman or Vice-Chairman and one other Member of the Finance
and General Purposes Committee, (allocated in alphabetical order of
surnames).

Staffing Tenders: the Mayor or Deputy Mayor, the Chairman or Vice-
Chairman of the Staffing Committee, and one other Member of the
Finance and General Purposes Committee (allocated in alphabetical
order of surnames).

And advised by the Town Clerk and/or Deputy Town Clerk.

2.2 That Council resolves to delegate review of tenders for the town deal
projects in excess of £250,000 (ex.VAT) to a panel consisting of three
from the following; the Mayor and/or Deputy Mayor, the Chairman
and/or Vice-Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes
Committee, and/or the Chairman and/or Vice-Chairman of the Parks
and Amenities Committee, advised by the Town Clerk and Deputy
Town Clerk.

2.3The panel would make a recommendation for the award of contract
to Full Council.

2.4In the case of urgency under the project timescales for the town deal,
it is recommended that Council resolves to delegate authority to
Finance and General Purposes Committee to approve contract
awards under this budget, if the decision is required between
meetings.

2.5In the case of urgency under the project timescales for the town deal,
it is recommended that Council resolves to delegate authority to the
panel to approve contract awards under this budget during the
months of December 2024, August 2024, and December 2025.
Council and its Committees do not meet in these months.

2.6 In the case of urgency under the project timescales for the town deal,
it is recommended that Council resolves to delegate authority to the
Town Clerk and Deputy Town Clerk/ RFO to approve contract awards
under this budget during the pre-election period in April and May
2025. 24/757

Later in the meeting it was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor
Unwin, and
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h)

12.

RESOLVED that Councillors the Mayor, Chairman of Staffing Committee and
Councillor Biscoe be selected to serve on the Procurement Panel for HR
Tender Review on Friday 15 November 2024 starting at 09:00. 24/758

The Committee Attendance Briefing Note

An animated discussion took place. A number of concerns were expressed
that exclusion from accessing confidential or sensitive reports or discussions
at committee meetings might potentially hamper or limit fulfilling their role as
councillors; this was felt to be confrary to the Code of Conduct and a
perception that some councillors might not be trusted and that Councillors
should not be treated as members of the public at Committee meetings for
which they were not appointed as members. The Town Clerk reminded
Councillors that the law was different for Town and Parish Councils
compared to Principal Authorities such as Cornwall Council, and confidential
reports containing recommendations to Council would still be available to
view by all councillors on a case-by-case basis.

The Deputy Town Clerk noted that under current Standing Orders, a
committee meeting could invite a councillor to participate in its meeting but
that the same invitation needed to be offered at the confidential part of a
meeting if it was felt by that committee that it was appropriate for the non-
member Councillor to stay for the confidential discussions. She reiterated
that the advice was based on case law, and the legal advice had been
provided by NALC in-house solicitors and would reduce the potential risk of
legal challenge to Council’'s decisions. It was also referred to in the
publications ‘The Good Councillor’'s Guide' and ‘Knowles on Local Authority
Meetings’. Further, the Town Clerk emphasised that the purpose of seeking
advice was to ensure that this part of the Council’'s workings was compliant
moving forward, which it was not currently. Adopting the guidance would
be best practice.

[Councillor Southcombe left the room at 20:22 and returned at 20:25.
Councillor Sealy left the room at 20:55 and returned at 21:00.]

It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Rich, and
RESOLVED that consideration of the Committee Attendance Briefing Note be
deferred and referred back to the Finance and General Purposes
Committee for further discussion. 24/759

The Energy Supply Contracts Report was noted. 24/760

5 TCC dllocated car parking spaces at Garras Wharf. -

It was proposed by Councillor Rich, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that staff cannot use the 5 TCC allocated car parking spaces at
Garras Wharf Car Park. The 5 TCC allocated spaces reverted back to the
Town Clerk, Mayor of the day and three councillors. 24/761

CORRESPONDENCE 24/762
The following correspondence was received and noted:
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13.

14.

The email dated 04 10 24 from Cornwall Rural Community Charity (CRCC) was
noted.

It was noted that the Police were currently investigating reports of graffiti, and
the graffiti hot line telephone number would be sent to the CRCC. 24/763

Draft position statement on devolution of powers from central government.
Copies of the latest draft position statement had been sent to Councillors
previously via email and were circulated at the meeting.

[Councillor Eathorne-Gibbons left the room at 21:12 and returned at 21:14.]

It was proposed by Councillor Rich, seconded by Councillor Roby, and
RESOLVED that the draft position statement on devolution of powers from
central government, prepared by a group of larger Town Councils in
Cornwall, be supported. 24/764

The Email from Corserv Solutions Ltd regarding replacement bus shelter
Concern was expressed that the location of the bus stop in Victoria Square
negatively impacted commercial operations in the Square, particularly in
relation to the current vacant shop space.

It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by Councillor Eathorne-
Gibbons, and

RESOLVED that the (i) replacement of the bus shelter in Victoria Square be
supported and (ii) the Town Clerk have discussions with Cornwall Council
regarding the position of the bus shelter as it was felt to be adversely affecting
the amenity value of the shops behind.

[Councillor Stokes requested that her name be recorded as having voted
against the motion.] 24/765

ITEMS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS 241766
The next meeting was scheduled for 25 November 2024.

COMMON SEAL

It was proposed by Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that the Common Seal be affixed to any document or documents
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this
Meeting. 24/767

The meeting closed at 21:26.

MAYOR
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