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TRURO CITY COUNCIL

S

CITY O;;I;;JRO
Town Clerk
MEETING OF TRURO CITY COUNCIL HELD ON

MONDAY 12 MAY 2025 at 7.00 pm
in the Large Community Room, Top Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro

PRESENT: The Mayor (Honorary Freeman Wells from Minute 25/3)

Councillors: Biscoe, Mrs Carlyon, Claxton, Douglas-Martin (Mayor Consort until Minute
P5/2), Eathorne-Gibbons, Green, Criffiths, Knuckey, Nolan, Pascoe, Rabey (Deputy
Mayor until Minute 24/2), Rich, Southcombe, Stokes, Sunderhauf, Swain (Mayor for
Minute 24/1), Tann, Tucker, Webb, and Wetherill s.

LSO PRESENT: Graham Ford (Deputy Mayor Consort) and Kirsty Newton (Truro Voice).

POLOGIES: Councillors La Borde and Mepham.
BSENT: None.

Also in Attendance: David Rodda MBE, Town Clerk, Esther Greig, Deputy Town Clerk and
RFO and Cheryl Simpson and Wiliam Thorpe-Stanley, Committee Clerks.

PRAYERS
Prior to the formal business of the Council, the Clerk said prayers.

1. ELECTION OF THE MAYOR FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2025/2026

L To note the nominations for Mayor.

Councillor Swain opened the meeting. The Town Clerk noted that valid
nominations had been received. Councillor Rabey had been proposed by
Councillor Biscoe and seconded by Councillor Sunderhauf. Councillor Wells
was proposed by Councillor Eathorne-Gibbons and seconded by Councillor
Webb. Further nominations were invited from the floor; none received. 25/1

iil. To resolve whether to hold a secret ballot.

It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Sunderhauf,
and

RESOLVED that a secret ballot be held. 25/2

Following the ballot, it was RESOLVED that Honorary Freeman Wells was duly
elected Mayor of the City of Truro for the Municipal Year 2025 - 2026. 25/3

The Mayor then took the chair, thanked Council for election, highlighting his
priorities of expansion and growth of community groups in Truro and
supporting young people and their concerns particularly in his role of Trustee

for Young People Cornwall. TCHAIRMANS
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Further, it was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by the Mayor, and
RESOLVED that the out-going Mayor and Deputy Mayor, the Mayor Consort
and Deputy Mayor Consorts be thanked for their diligence and hard work in
carrying out their respective duties. 25/4

TO RESOLVE TO POSTPONE MAYOR SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF OFFICE
UNTIL THE MAYOR-MAKING CEREMONY ON 9 JUNE 2025

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Carlyon, seconded by Councillor Pascoe,
and

RESOLVED that the Mayor signing the Declaration of Office be postponed
until the Mayor-Making Ceremony on 9 June 2025. 25/5

ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR FOR THE MUNICIPAL YEAR 2025/2024

i To note the nominations for Deputy Mayor.

The Town Clerk noted that valid nominations had been received. Councillor
Green was proposed by Councillor Wetherill and seconded by Councillor
Griffiths. Councillor Rich was proposed by Councillor Pascoe and seconded
by Councillor Southcombe. Further nominations were invited from the floor;
none received. They each addressed Council in a few words to support their
nominations. 25/6

iil To resolve whether to hold a secret ballot.

It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths, seconded by Councillor Mrs Carlyon
and

RESOLVED that a secret ballot be held. 25/7

Following the ballot, it was RESOLVED that Councillor Rich be elected Deputy
Mayor for the Municipal Year 2025 — 2026. Councillor Rich thanked colleagues

for his election. 25/8

TO RESOLVE TO POSTPONE DEPUTY MAYOR SIGNING OF THE DECLARATION OF
OFFICE UNTIL THE MAYOR-MAKING CEREMONY ON 9 JUNE 2025

It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Carlyon, seconded by Councillor Pascoe
and

RESOLVED that the Deputy Mayor signing the Declaration of Office bg
postponed until the Mayor-Making Ceremony on ? June 2025. 25/9

COUNCILLORS IN ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
Noted. Councillors were reminded to report their apologies to the Town
Clerk's Office in advance of the relevant meeting. 25/10

TO NOTE DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND TO RESOLVE TO APPROVE
DISPENSATIONS
None. 25/11

MINUTES

i. To receive and resolve to approve the Minutes of:

Council meeting held on 28 April 2025 Pages 330 - 337 (Minute No. 1559 -
2000)
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It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Eathorne

Gibbons, and
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Council meeting held on 28 April 2025 were
considered a correct record. 25/12

ii. To note the Minutes of the Planning and Licensing Committee held on 24
April 2025
Noted. 25/13

B. ELECTION OF COMMITTEE SELECTION COMMITTEE
Five members were sought to sit on the Committee Selection Committee on 15 May
2025, which selects members of the Council’s Standing Committees. The Mayor and
Deputy Mayor are ex-officio members of the Committee. Councillors Eathorne-
Gibbons, Griffiths, Southcombe, Stokes, Sunderhauf, Swain, Tucker and Webb werg
nominated.

Following a ballot, it was RESOLVED Councillors Eathorne-Gibbons, Southcombe,
Stokes, Swain and Webb were elected to sit on the Committee Selection Committ
for the Municipal Year 2025 — 2026. 25/14

)
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7. STANDING ORDER 6.J.IX REVIEW AND ADOPTION OF APPROPRIATE STANDING
ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND PROCEDURAL GUIDANCE
Standing Orders were reviewed and adopted with the following changes:
i Changes to Standing Orders:
i. It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Griffiths, and
RESOLVED that Standing Order 21 Council owned or controlled entities
be removed. 25/15

ii. It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor
Stokes, and

RESOLVED that Standing Order 20 Financial Confrols and Procurement
be amended to reflect changes in thresholds following changes in
legislation. 25/16

iii. It was proposed by Councillor Stokes, seconded by Councillor
Eathorne-Gibbons, and

RESOLVED that (a) the NALC guideline be amended and ‘chairman’
be amended to ‘chairperson’ throughout and (b) a form of words be
added at the start of Standing Orders indicating that any councillor
can choose to be called ‘chairperson’, ‘chair’, or 'chairman’ etc.
25/17

i. Procedural Guidance
It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor
Eathorne-Gibbons, and
RESOLVED that Procedural Guidance be amended by the removal of
the sentence ‘The Mayor position is open to any Councillor’ as it was
superfluous. 25/18

It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Griffiths,
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10.

12,

RESOLVED that the Procedural Guidance as amended above be

adopted.
[Councillor Mrs Carlyon requested that her name be recorded as
having voted against the motion.] 25/19

iil. Changes to Financial Regulations.

i. It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor
Pascoe, and

RESOLVED that the Clerk authorisation level increase from £30k inc. VAT
to £60k inc. VAT (5.14, 5.17).

[This item was taken ‘en bloc’ with Items 9.iii. (i) and {iii).]
[Councillors Rabey and Griffiths requested that their names be
recorded as voting against the motion.] 25/20

ii. It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Pascoe,
and
RESOLVED that the Facilities Manager be included in the scheme of
delegation (7.1, 9.1).

[This item was taken ‘en bloc’ with Items 2.iii. (i) and {iii).]
[Councillors Rabey and Griffiths requested that their names be
recorded as voting against the motion.] 25/21

iii. It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Pascoe,

and

RESOLVED that the de minimis levels be increased (5.8, 5.9, 9.1, 10.1).

[This item was taken ‘en bloc' with Items 9.iii. (i) and {ii).]

[Councillors Rabey and Griffiths requested that their names be

recorded as voting against the motion.] 25/22
V. Scheme of Delegation

It was proposed by Councillor Eathorne-Gibbons, seconded by
Councillor Stokes, and
RESOLVED that the updated scheme of delegation be noted. 25/23

STANDING ORDER 6JXIl GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE

It was noted that the Council is currently not eligible for the general power of

competence as the necessary conditions have not been met. The Town Clerk
confirmed that once he had achieved his CILCA qualification Council would

be able to declare that it has the General Power of Competence at the next
available meeting. 25/24

11.STANDING ORDER 6.J.XIV CONFIRMATION OF ARRANGEMENTS FOR INSURANCE

COVER IN RESPECT OF ALL INSURABLE RISKS

It was proposed by Councillor Pascoe, seconded by Councillor Stokes, and
RESOLVED that the arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insurablg
risks be confirmed. 25/25

STANDING ORDER 6.J.XXI DETERMINING THE TIME AND PLACE OF ORDINARY
MEETINGS OF THE FULL COUNCIL AND STANDING COMMITTEES UP TO AND
INCLUDING THE NEXT ANNUAL MEETING OF FULL COUNCIL (Appendix 8)
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It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Pascoe, and
RESOLVED that the dates for the calendar of meetings for May 2025 to May
2026 be approved. 25/26

13. POSTPONEMENT OF ITEMS
TO 19 MAY 2025 MEETING
It was proposed by Councillor Eathorne-Gibbons, seconded by Councillor
Swain, and
RESOLVED that the following Standing Orders be deferred for consideration at
the 19 May 2025 Council meeting: é.J.vii. Appointment of members to existing
committees; x. Review of arrangements, including any charters and agency
agreements, with other local authorities, not-for-profit bodies and businesses
and review of contributions made to expenditure incurred by other local
authorities; xi. Review of representation on, or work with external bodies and
arrangements for reporting back; xv. Review of the council's and/or staff
subscriptions to other bodies; xvi. Review Of the Council's Complaints
Procedure; and xviii review of the council’'s policy for dealing with the
press/media. 25/27

B. TO 30 JUNE 2025 :
It was proposed by Councillor Swain, seconded by Councillor Eathorne-
Gibbons, and
RESOLVED that the following Standing Orders be deferred for consideration to
the 30 June 2025 Council meeting: 6.J.v. Review of delegation arrangements
to committees, sub-committees, staff and other local authorities; vi. Review of

terms of reference for committees; and xiii. Review of inventory of land and
assets including buildings and office equipment. 25/28

C. TO 28 JULY 2025
It was proposed by Councillor Griffiths, seconded by Councillor Stokes, and
RESOLVED that the following Standing Orders be deferred for consideration at
the 28 July 2025 Council meeting: é.J. xvii Review of the Council’s policies,
procedures and practices in respect of its obligations under freedom of
information and data protection legislation. 25/29

D. TO 29 SEPTEMBER 2025
It wass proposed by Councillor Griffiths, seconded by Councillor Nolan, and
RESOLVED that the following Standing Orders be deferred for consideration at
the 29 September 2025 Council meefing: viii. Appointment of any new
committees in accordance with Standing Order 5; xix. Review of the council’s
employment policies and procedures and xx. Review of the Council's
expenditure incurred under s.137 of the Local Government Act 1972 or
general power of competence. 25/30

14. ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Green, and
RESOLVED fo adjourn the meeting to Monday 19 May 2025 starting at 7.00pm.
25/31
The meeting closed at 20:14
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