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THIS AGREEMENT is made the......... dayof.................
BETWEEN

(1) (name)

of (address)
(“the City Council”) and

(2) (name)

of (address)
(“the Tenant”)
NOW IT IS AGREED as follows

THE ALLOTMENTS ACTS 1908 TO 1950

1. Interpretation

1.1. Words referring to one gender will be read as referring to any other gender
and words referring to the singular will be read as referring to the plural and
vice versa.

1.2. Where the Tenant is more than one person the obligations and liabilities will be
joint and several obligations and liabilities of those persons.

1.3. The clause headings do not form part of this Agreement and will not be taken
info account in its interpretation.
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1.4. Thnroughout these Rules the expression “the City Council” means the Parish

Council of the City of Truro and includes any Committee of the Council or any
Allotment Managers appointed by the Council under the Allotments Acts 1908
to 1950; the expression “the City” means the Parish of the City of Truro in the
County of Cornwall; and the expression “Town Clerk” means the Town Clerk of
the said City.

2. Definition of the Persons Eligible to be Tenants of The Allotment Gardens

2.1 Any person, who at the time of application to the City Council for an allotment

3.1

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

garden, is resident in the City shall be eligible to become a tenant for an
allotment garden subject to the statutory provision that one person shall not
hold allotments acquired under the above mentioned Acts exceeding five
acres.

Allotment

The Council agrees to let and the Tenant agrees to take all that piece of land

situate at (“the Allotment Site”)
numbered  on the City Council’s allotment plan and containing
approximately square metres (“the Allotment Garden”).

Tenancy and Rent

The Allotment Garden shall be held on a yearly tenancy from Truro City

Council at an annualrent of £ which is payable to the City
Council by the Tenant on the Thirtieth of  April each year (“the
Rent Day”).

12 months’ notice of any rent increase will be given by the Council to the
Tenant in April of the preceding year to take effect the following
year.

Water supply shall be included in the rental charge, subject to availability and
the City Council encourages fresh water harvesting, where possible.

Where additional amenities are provided on the Allotment Site these will be
taken into account when setting the following year’s rent.
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5. Rates and Taxes

5.1 The City Council will pay all rates and taxes.

6. Cultivation and Use

6.1 The Tenant shall use the plot as an allotment garden only as defined by the
Allotments Act 1922 (that is to say wholly or mainly for the production of
vegetable, fruit and flower crops for consumption or enjoyment by the Tenant
and their family) and for no other purpose and keep it free of hazards, e.g.
broken glass or scrap metal etc., free from weeds and noxious plants, and in
a good state of cultivation and fertility and in good condition.

6.2 The Tenant may not carry on any trade or business from the Allotment Site. (A
small amount of surplus produce may be sold as ancillary to the provision of
crops for the family.)

6.3 A new Tenant shall have at least /4 of the Allotment Garden under culfivation
of crops after 3 months. This is discretionary on the condition of the plot at the
time of the tenancy agreement and time of year the plot it is let. At least % of
the Allotment Garden shall be under cultivation of crops after 12 months and
thereafter.

6.4 The maximum amount of the Allotment Garden allowed to be hard
landscaped e.qg. patio, internal paths etc is 20%.

7. Prohibition on Under letting

7.1The Tenant shall not underlet, assign or part with possession of the Allotment
Garden or any part thereof. (This shall not prohibit another person, authorised
by the Tenant, from cultivation of the plot for short periods of time when the
Tenant is incapacitated by iliness, accident or prolonged holiday, the City
Council’'s Parks and Amenities Officer to be informed of the other person’s
name.)
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8. Conduct

8.1 The Tenant must at all times during the tenancy observe and comply fully with
all enactments, statutory instruments, local, parochial or other byelaws, orders
or regulations affecting the Allotment Site.

8.2 The Tenant must comply with the conditions of use attached as Schedule 1.

8.3 The Tenant must not cause, permit or suffer any nuisance or annoyance to
any other plot holder or neighbouring resident of the Allotment Site and must
conduct himself appropriately at all times.

8.4 The Allotment Garden may not be used for any illegal or immoral purposes
and the Tenant must observe all relevant legislation or codes of practice
relating to activities they carry out on the Allotment Garden.

8.5 The Tenant shall not enter onto any other plot at any time without the express
permission of the relevant plot holder.

8.6 Any person who accompanies the Tenant to cultivate or harvest may not at
any time enter onto another plot without the express permission of the
relevant plot holder. The Tenant is responsible for the actions of children and
others entering the Allotment Site with his permission.

8.7 The Tenant must not remove produce from any other plot without the express
permission of the relevant plot holder.

8.8 Tenants use the allotment garden at their own personal risk and the City
Council is not liable for any personal injury sustained whilst using the allotment
garden.

8.9 The Tenant is responsible for ensuring that any person present in the Allotment
Garden with or without the Tenant’s permission does not suffer personal injury
or damage to property.
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8.10 The Tenant will permit an inspection of the Allotment Garden at all times by
the City Council’s employees or agents.

8.11 The Tenant will NOT obstruct or permit the obstruction of any of the paths or
roads which provide a means of access to and from the Allotment Garden or
the Allotment Garden of another tenant.

9. Lease Terms

9.1 The Tenant must observe and perform all conditions and covenants that
apply to the Allotment Site contained in any lease under which the City
Council hold the Allotment Site.

10. Termination of Tenancy

10.1The tenancy of the Allotment Garden shall terminate:

10.1.1 automatically on the Rent Day next after the death of the Tenant, or

10.1.2 by either the Council or the Tenant giving to the other at least twelve
months’ notice in writing expiring on or before 30 April, or

10.1.3 by re-entry by the Council after 3 months’ previous notice in writing to
the Tenant on account of the Allotment Garden being required:

10.1.3.1 for building, mining, or any other industrial purpose or for roads or
sewers necessary in connection with any of those purposes, or

10.1.3.2  for any purpose (not being the use of the Allotment Garden for
agriculture) for which it was acquired by the City Council, or has been
appropriated under any statutory provision, or

10.1.4 by re-entry if the rent is in arrears for not less than 40 days, or
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11.

12.

13.

10.1.5 by re-entry if the Tenant is not duly observing the conditions of this
tenancy, or

10.1.6 by re-enftry if the Tenant becomes bankrupt or compounds with his
creditors, or

10.1.7 by the Council giving the Tenant at least one months’ notice in writing if,
not less than 3 months after the commencement of this Agreement, it appears to
the Council that the Tenant is resident more than one mile out of the parish.

10.2 Tenants have 10 days to remove their belongings (gardening tools, shed,
greenhouse etfc unless otherwise agreed by the City Council) and any crops from
the plot.

10.3 The City Council will not reimburse for crops or possessions that remain on the
plot after the tenancy has ended, or for any improvements made to the plof.

In the event of the termination of the tenancy the Tenant shall return to the
City Council any property (keys, etc.) made available to him during the Tenancy
and shall leave the plot in a clean and tidy condition. If in the opinion of the City
Council the plot has not been left in a satisfactory condition, any work carried out
by the City Council to return the plot to a satisfactory condition shall be charged
to the Tenant (section 4 Allotments Act 1950).

Change of Address

12.1  The Tenant must immediately inform the City Council of any change of
address or contact details (e.g. telephone number or email address)

Notices

13.1 Any notice given under this agreement must be in writing and to ensure safe

receipt should be delivered by hand or sent by registered post or recorded
delivery. A notice may be sent by email if a confirmatory copy is delivered by
hand or sent by registered post or recorded delivery on the same day.
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13.2 Any notice served on the Tenant should be delivered at or sent to their last
known home address. Any address served on the City Council should be sent
to the address given in this agreement or any address specified in a notice
given by the City Council to the Tenant.

13.3 A notice sent by registered post or recorded delivery is to be treated as
having been served on the third working day after posting whether it is
received or not.

13.4A notice sent by email is to be treated as served on the day on which it is sent
or the next working day where the email is sent after 1600 hours or on a non-
working day, whether it is received or not, unless the confirmatory copy is
returned to the sender undelivered.

14. Repeal of Conditions previously in Force

14.1 From and after the date of confirmation of these conditions, the
conditions with respect to the letting of Allotments made by the City Council
prior to such date shall cease to have effect.

Executed by the Council by

David Rodda MBE, Town Clerk

In the presence of
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Signed by the Tenant

Allotment Holder

In the presence of
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1.

SCHEDULE 1

Conditions of Use

Trees

1.1.

1.2.

The Tenant shall not without the written consent of the City Council cut or prune
any trees, apart from carrying out the recognised pruning practices of fruit
tfrees.

The Tenant shall not plant any trees other than dwarf fruiting trees and / or
fruiting bushes without the prior consent of the Council. Fruit trees must be kept
at a manageable height and not cause shading on neighbouring plofs.

Hedges and Paths

2.1.

2.2.

2.3.

2.4.

2.5.

The Tenant shall keep every hedge that forms part of the boundary of his
Allotment Garden properly cut and frimmed, including mowing, weeding and
keeping them free from obstructions. all pathways between plots trimmed and
well maintained up to the nearest half width by each adjoining tenant, keep
all ditches properly cleansed and maintained and keep in repair any other
fences and any other gates or sheds on his Allotment Garden.

The tenant shall maintain every hedge, tree or shrub that forms part of the
allotment plot on a regular basis.

The Tenant shall not use any barbed or razor wire (or similar) for a fence
adjoining any path on the Allotment Site.

Public paths and haulage ways (roads) must be kept clear at all times.

All paths must be kept a minimum of 45 centimetres wide.

Security and Behaviour

3.1.

The Tenant shall be issued with a key /code to access the Barrack Lane and
Nancemere Allotment Sites either by car or on foot. No replicas are to be
made. No codes or keys shall be passed to anyone other than the person
authorised by the Tenant to work on his Allotment Garden under paragraph 9
of the Agreement.
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3.2.

3.3.

3.4.

3.5.

3.6.

3.7.

The key /code is to be used by the Tenant only or by an authorised person
under paragraph 5 of the Agreement.

The main access gate shall be closed and locked at all times at Barrack Lane
and Nancemere Allotment Sites. Please ensure that the gate is locked at alll
times after you enter and after you leave the Barrack Lane or Nancemere
Allotment Sites.

The City Council has the right to refuse admittance to any person other than
the tenant or memiber of their family.

In the unfortunate cases of vandalism or thieving on the allotments, the City
Council cannot be liable.

The tenant shall not cause a nuisance to other tenants.

Any dispute between yourself and another allotment holder shall be referred
to the City Council whose decision on the matter will be final.

4. Inspection

4.1.

4.2.

Any Officer of the City Council shall be entitled at any time when authorised
by the City Council to enter allotment gardens for inspection of the state of
cultivation and general condition of the plot, sheds, greenhouses and
polytunnels and full access must be given by the Tenant.

Where inspections or investigations identify that a Tenant is in breach of their
agreement, the following enforcement procedure will apply:

4.2.1 Tidy-Up letters — Tenants who fail to comply with their tenancy
agreement will be contacted to request that they address issues of non-
compliance and sent a tidy-up letter. Tenants who fail to respond to the first
tidy-up letter will be issued with a second tidy-up letter. Tenants who fail to
respond to a second tidy-up letter will be issued with a third tidy-up letter.
Following the Best Value Allotment Review, allotment holders are permitted
to receive three tidy up letters in any three-year period.

4.2.2 Notice to Quit — Tenants who fail to comply with their tenancy
agreement after a third tidy-up letter will be given notice to quit their plot.
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4.2.3 Eviction - Tenants who fail to respond to a notice to quit or vacate their
plot will be evicted. In the event of a serious breach of the tenancy
agreement, the City Council reserves the right to serve immediate notice to
quit without progression through the three letter stages of the procedure.

4.3 A Termination Letter will be sent to the Tenant stating the reasons why the

tenancy has been terminated and that they have 10 days to remove their
belongings (gardening tools, shed, greenhouse etc unless otherwise
agreed by the City Council) and any crops from the plot.

4.4 Enforcement Procedures can be stopped at any time providing the breach

of tenancy is remedied.

4.5 Tenants who wish to quit their Allotment Garden must give one month'’s

notice in writing to the City Council. Tenants must not give notice to other
tfenants. Tenants must not offer their plot to any other tenant. Plots are
allocated by the City Council only. No refunds will be given for rent paid.
Tenants will then have 10 days from the date of their notice to remove their
belongings (gardening tools, shed, greenhouse etc (unless otherwise
agreed by the City Council) and any crops from the plot. Anything left after
10 days may be fransferred to the new Tenant or removed by City Council.

4.6 Tenants should leave their allotment in the condition that they would hope

it to be left in when taking on an allotment.

5. Green Waste, Water, Hoses and Fires

5.1.

5.2.

5.3.

5.4.

5.5.

5.6.

Tenants shall compost all green waste on their plot in self-built or ready-made
containers.

All refuse emanating from allotment cultivation that is not compostable must
be disposed of offsite.

The allotment plot must be kept clean and tidy, which means that the plot must
be kept free of rubbish, sheet plastic and old carpet, plastic bags, plant pots
and other such containers that are no longer being used on the allotment.

The Tenant must not deposit or allow other persons to deposit on the Allotment
Garden any refuse or decaying matter (except manure and compost in such
quantities as may be reasonably required for use in cultivation).

The Tenant shall practice sensible water harvesting / conservation, utilise
covered water butts on sheds and other buildings and consider mulching as a
water conservation practice.

The Tenant shall have consideration at all times for other Tenants when
extracting water from water points.
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5.7.

Fires are allowed for the burning of materials from the Allotment Garden only
i.e. diseased plants and dried-out organic material that will burn without smoke
or hazardous residue, between the hours of 15.00 and 19.00 and 15.00 and dusk
in winter. All fires must be attended at all times and not cause a nuisance to
neighbouring residents or other plot holders. All fires must be fully extinguished
before leaving the site. The Tenant shall not bring or allow to be brought on to
the Allotment Site any materials for the purpose of burning such waste. Contact
Cornwall Fire and Rescue Service first if you are planning a bonfire.

6. Dogs

6.1.

The Tenant shall not bring or cause to be brought onto the Allotment Site a dog
unless it is held at all times on a leash and remains on the Tenant’'s Allotment
Garden only. Any faeces to be removed and disposed of off-site by the Tenant.

7. Livestock
The Tenant shall not keep any animals or livestock on the Allotment Garden.

8. Buildings and Structures

8.1.

8.2.

8.3.

8.4.

8.5.

8.6.

The Tenant shall not, without the written consent of the City Council, erect any
building, glasshouse or tunnel or pond on the Allotment Gardens, provided that
consent shall not be refused under this clause or be unreasonably withheld for
the erection of a garden shed, greenhouse or polytunnel the maximum size
and positioning of which shall be determined by the Council. In applying for
consent, particulars of the size and materials proposed to be used, and the
position of the building should be furnished. The Tenant may also require
permission from the relevant planning authority.

No building, garden shed, or greenhouse shall be erected at Redannick
Allotment Garden.

The Tenant shall keep all sheds, greenhouses, polytunnels and other structures
in good repair to the satisfaction of the Council and that they do not interfere
with neighbouring plot Tenants.

Keep structures/sheds in a tidy state so that it is possible to see if there is
evidence of rodent activity, to enable effective baiting to be carried out and
to avoid rodent nesting activity.

To help prevent rodents from entering structures/sheds, please make sure any
holes/cracks are filed (even small ones) and place brush strips along the
bottom of external doors or rodent mesh along the bottom of structures /sheds.

All sheds, greenhouses, polytunnels and other structures should be clearly
numbered by the Tenant.
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8.7.If the Tenant is granted permission for a greenhouse or shed, a system of
guttering must be placed on a greenhouse roof or shed roof so as to collect
rainwater in one or more water butts.

8.8. The City Council can order the removal of any structure that has not been
approved or is not well maintained.

8.9. The Tenant must remove from the Allotment Garden any broken or vandalised
items such as glass from greenhouses and cold frames.

8.10.QIl, fuel, lubricants or other inflammable liquids shall not be stored in any shed
except in an approved container with a maximum capacity of 5 litres for use
with garden equipment only.

8.11.The Tenant must be aware that anything that is placed on the allotment is not
covered against theft, vandalism or storm damage The City Council will not be
held responsible for loss by accident, fire, theft or damage from any Allotment
Garden.

9. General

9.1. The Tenant shall not deposit or allow other persons to deposit on the Allotment
Garden any rubbish, refuse or any decaying matter (except manure and
compost in such quantities as may reasonably be required for use in cultivation)
or place any matter in the hedges, ditches or dykes in or surrounding the
Allotment Site.

9.2. The Tenant must cover any manure on the Allotment Garden which has not
been dug in.

9.3. All non-compostable waste shall be removed from the Allotment Site by the
Tenant.

9.4. The Tenant shall not utilise carpets or underlay on the Allotment Garden.

9.5. The Tenant shall keep the allotment clean and in a good state of cultivation

and fertility and in good condition.

10. Environment, Chemicails, Pests, Diseases and Vermin

10.1. The Tenant is to use their best endeavours to garden organically and
encourage biodiversity.
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10.2. The Tenant shall keep use of pesticides and insecticides to an absolute
minimum and must ensure that wildlife, adjoining plots, hedges, trees and crops
are not adversely affected if used.

10.3.The Tenant must respect wildlife that inhabits the allotment and not to harm
any species in any manner that is in violation to the Wildlife & Countryside Act
1981.

10.4.When using any sprays or fertilisers the Tenant must:

10.4.1. take all reasonable care to ensure that adjoining hedges, trees and
crops are not adversely affected and must make good or replant as
necessary should any damage occur, and

10.4.2. so far as possible select and use chemicals, whether for spraying, seed
dressing or for any other purpose whatsoever, that will cause the least
harm to members of the public, game birds and other wildlife, other than
vermin or pests, and

10.4.3. comply at all times with current regulations on the use of such sprays
and fertiliser.

10.5. The use and storage of chemicals must be in compliance with the
Control of Pesticides Regulation Act (amended 1997).

10.6.Any incidence of vermin (rats) on the Allotment Site must be reported to the
City Council. It is the responsibility of Truro City Council to manage rat
infestations on allotments. Tenants are requested not to use or store rodenticide
on the allotment site.

11. Notices

11.1.The Tenant will maintain the plot number provided by the Council in good order
and ensure it is visible at all fimes.

11.2.The Tenant shall not erect any notice or advertisement on the Allotment Site
without prior consent of the City Council.

12. Car Parking
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12.1.0nly the Tenant or persons acting for them shall be permitted to bring cars onto

13.

the Barrack Lane and Nancemere allotment sites and they must be parked in
the designated areas for parking shown on the allotment plan and not obstruct
the haulage ways at any time.

Special Conditions

13.1 The Tenant shall observe and perform any other special conditions which the
City Council consider necessary to preserve the allotment garden from
deterioration, and of which notice to Tenants is given in accordance with these
Conditions.

14. Tenancy Review and Amendments

15.

14.1 The City Council reserves the right to review and amend if necessary the
forgoing rules and regulations at any time.

Data Protection
15.1 Personal data collected within this Tenancy Agreement will only be used by

the City Council for the purpose of administering the allotment gardens. We will
not give out this information to any third parties and your information will only be
kept whilst you are a current tenant. More information about how your data is
used can be found on our website: www.truro.gov.uk (Policies/Information)

Delete as applicable, any deletions to be initialled by both the City Council and
the Tenant

Date adopted: 28 July 2025

Date to be reviewed: February 2030
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Appendix 1

Guidelines to discourage rats at allotment sites

Discouraging rats at an allotment site is everybody’s responsibility. Please follow this
advice to help prevent them making your plot their home:

1.

Turn the contents of your compost bin regularly (at least twice per year). This
disturbbs any rats that have taken up residence.

Plastic compost bins should be given a small gauge wire mesh lining at the
base or can be placed on paving slabs to prevent rats from burrowing in
underneath.

Regularly check your compost bin to ensure it is not a peaceful place for rats
to sleep.

Do not use your compost bin to dispose of household waste. Never put meat,
dairy, bones, cooked foods or other inappropriate items in your compost bin.
This will attract rats and make your bin smell.

Harvest ripe fruit and vegetables promptly and take them home to enjoy
(they are a food source for rafts).

Do not leave discarded fruit and vegetables on the ground, as these are a
source of food for rats and other pests.

Keep your plot tidy and ensure that allotment gardens do not become
overgrown or allow rubbish to build up e.g. timber, old carpet, stockpiled
materials efc. Built up rubbish etc. provides cover for rats to live under
(harbourage).

Fruit and vegetables with signs of rat damage should be destroyed. Rats carry
risk of Weil's disease, Salmonella and Leptospirosis among other things and
they urinate wherever they go.

Sheds must be made rat-proof i.e. holes should be blocked and regular
checks should be made to ensure that rats are not living underneath sheds or
taking up residence in your greenhouse.

10. Consider storing seeds, bulbs etc. in rodent proof containers.

Maintaining a compost heap in good condition is the responsibility of the tenant and
not to do so may put the tenant in breach of the tenancy agreement and this could
ultimately lead to termination of the tenancy agreement.

If having followed these guidelines, you become aware that there is still a rat
problem on your plot, please contact parks@truro.gov.uk who will arrange for a site
visit to be carried out to assess the problem and determine an appropriate course of
action. Truro City Council will regularly monitor all allotment sites.

Page 16 of 18


mailto:parks@truro.gov.uk

Appendix 2

Use of Pesticides - what are the problems?

Pesticides are primarily chemical substances prepared or used to destroy harmful
pests. By their very nature pesticides pose a potential hazard to the user, others in
the area during and after use, and can have a bad effect on the environment if
used incorrectly.

The actual risk can be reduced by the careful choice of pesticide, the time and
methods of use, weather conditions and the knowledge of the person using the
pesticide.

Chemical pesticides should only be used as a last resort and include:

weedkillers (herbicides).

agents to kill fungal growth (fungicides).
insect killers (insecfticides).

rodent (rat) bait (rodenticides).

soil treatments.

wood preservatives

and a number of other preparations. It is always wise to check before buying
and using. Pesticides are used by members of the public, often in the garden
or on allotments and the potential hazard can be the same as for pesticides
used in agriculture and other large scale operations. Pesticides used by the
public are likely to have been obtained from the local garden centre or
hardware store, and be approved, with information on the label. Please
ensure that you read all the information on the label. You need to know how
you can protect yourself, others, children and animals, and how to safeguard
our environment. Before selecting a pesticide consider the following:

o Always identify the pest before any treatment is applied.
e Do youreally need a pesticide?

e Can the problem be solved by changing environmental conditions, for
example cleaning up or preventing damp?

e Is there a way to deal with the pest without using a pesticide, for
example using a hoe or hand fork, cultivation or catch and trap?

e Chemical pesticides may often kill beneficial organisms which help to
keep pests under control.

Best of all do not use a pesticide.

Green alternatives - alternatives to herbicides, insecticides and fungicides are
plentiful
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Farmers and gardeners alike have employed these treatments for hundreds of years,
if not millenia. Concepts such as "good insects eating bad insects", companion
planting (where herbs and other plants decoy or repel pests from the plants they
"guard"), proper soil management and perhaps the most fundamental of all, bio-
diversity, are drawn from the master gardener, "Mother Nature"l Nature supplies its
own defences for survival, if only we would pay closer attentfion to discover them.
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