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TRURO CITY COUNCIL 
Town Clerk’s 
Department 
Municipal Buildings 
Boscawen Street 
Truro TR1 2NE 
Tel: (01872) 274766 
www.truro.gov.uk 

 
6 November 2024 

To Councillors Swain (Mayor), Rabey (Deputy Mayor), Biscoe, La Borde, and 
Southcombe. 

 
Dear Members of the NATURE RECOVERY FORUM (NRF). 

The next meeting of the Nature Recovery Forum will take place on MONDAY 11 
NOVEMBER 2024 starting at 6.00 pm in the Training Room, First Floor Library Building, 
Truro Community Library, Union Place, Truro 

 
AGENDA 

 

1. APOLOGIES 
 

2. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

3. MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON 17 OCTOBER 2024 (Appendix 1) 
To resolve to approve as a correct record. 
 

4. REPORT BACK 
a. From contact with Cornwall Council 
b. From Parks and Amenities Committee regarding submission of expression of 

interest to the National Lottery Nature in towns and Cities Fund 

5. NEXT STEPS 
 

6. NEXT MEETING 
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MEETING OF TRURO NATURE RECOVERY FORUM (TNRF) HELD ON 
THURSDAY 17 OCTOBER 2024 at 6.00 pm  

in the Training Room, First Floor, Truro Public Library, Union Place, Truro 
  

PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor Mrs Swain),  
Councillors: Southcombe (Chairman), La Borde and Rabey. 
ALSO PRESENT: Councillors Sunderhauf and Webb. 
APOLOGIES: Councillor Biscoe. 
ABSENT: None. 
Also in Attendance:  Richard Budge, Parks, Amenities and Facilities Officer (PAFO)and 
Cheryl Simpson, Committee Clerk. 
 
1. ELECT A CHAIRMAN 

It was proposed by the Deputy Mayor, seconded by Councillor La Borde and 
RESOLVED that Councillor Southcombe be elected Chairman.  
          NRF/24/727 

 
2.      APOLOGIES          

Apologies were noted      NRF/24/728 
 

3. DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND ANY DISPENSATIONS  
 There were no disclosures or declarations of interest.   NRF/24/729 
 
4. TERMS OF REFERENCE 

It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by the Deputy Mayor, and  
RECOMMENDED to the Parks and Amenities Committee that: New paragraph 
4.3 be added “Membership of the group will also include the Mayor and 
Deputy Mayor as ex officio members.”    NRF/24/730 
 

5. ELECT A VICE-CHAIRMAN 
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Deputy Mayor, and 
RESOLVED that Councillor La Borde be elected Vice-Chairman. 
         NRF/24/731 
 

6. BIODIVERSITY POLICY/STATEMENT 
Noted for information.      NRF/24/732 

 
7. POSITION STATEMENT 

Members generally felt that the first stage should be to marshal and review 
existing data and information about ‘green areas’ in and around Truro both 
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within & outside of the Council’s control. The Parks, Amenities and Facilities 
Officer confirmed that the Land at Comprigney Hill Steering Group were 
planning to commission a technical survey/study. About 5/6 years ago there 
had been a survey of Daubuz moor by Spaldings. Council land at Treffry 
Road, Beechwood Parc and Glasteinan Woodland had not been surveyed to 
date. Councillors considered it important to look beyond the limits of 
Council’s assets (covering approximately 100 acres) to the wider area such as 
neighbouring SSSI and river estuary and information available from bodies 
such as the Environment Agency. Other sources of information including data 
gathered by the Council’s Ranger Team and open space management 
plans was considered relevant. Reference was also made to a plan showing 
land of landscape value (green spaces) which had been used as part of the 
Neighbourhood plan development process. Members noted that Cornwall 
Council’s interactive map might be useful in the Forum’s work. The Parks, 
Amenities and Facilities Officer also referred to the City Council’s developing 
draft digital map showing the Council’s assets which it was planned to be 
viewed on the TCC website. 
 
It was suggested that it might be useful to map smaller ‘green’ areas such as 
Furniss Island and Cathedral Green, which help make up green corridors, 
whilst recognising that nature did not keep to such areas. 
 
The role of citizen science in providing information e.g. by educational bodies 
and volunteers was highlighted. 
 
It was generally agreed that a workshop session looking at where we want to 
be in 10 years’ time would be useful as a visioning exercise. It was suggested 
that CC Nature Recovery Team be requested to help run such an event. 
 
It was agreed that the various information referred to above and below be 
taken to the next meeting for consideration. 
 
Actions: 

i. Councillor Webb to contact CC Planning Officer Rob Lacey to obtain 
a copy of the landscape of value map. 

ii. Committee Clerk to contact CC Nature Recovery Team about running 
a visioning exercise. 

iii. Parks, Amenities and Facilities Officer to obtain copies of the Ranger 
Team’s data and management plans. 

iv. Parks, Amenities and Facilities Officer/ Committee Clerk to talk to the 
Zero Carbon Officer about other sources of relevant information. 

 
         NRF/24/733 
 

8. IDENTIFY THE WAY FORWARD 
a. Identification of aims 

The Forum’s aims were set out at paragraph 2 in the Terms of 
Reference. 

b. Carrying out specialist surveys/technical studies 
The Forum were not inclined to commission a survey at this stage. After 
reviewing available information Members might wish to consider asking 
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a group such as the Cornwall Wildlife Trust for recommendations in the 
future. It was advocated that rather than depending on the results of a  
scientific survey, a role of the Forum should be to promote and protect 
nature  

c. Partnership working including local community group 
The Forum would invite interested individuals and organisations to 
meetings as and when on a case-by-case basis. Public meetings might 
also be arranged. 

d. Devise public consultation strategy 
It was noted that the skills of the Council’s Community Development 
Officer and newly appointed Visit Truro & Digital Marketing/PR Assistant 
could be utilised. 

e. Explore potential external funding options 
This was not considered at this stage 

f. Decide on external representation 
This is referred to above. 

g. Decide on number of meetings 
This was not considered at this stage. 

          NRF/24/734 
 
9. NEXT MEETING 
 Monday 11 November 2024, starting at 6pm.     NRF/24/735 
 

 
The meeting closed at 18:55. 
 

 
------------------------------------------ CHAIRMAN 
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