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December 2020

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED TO ATTEND A MEETING OF THE TRURO CITY COUNCIL
TO BE HELD AT 7.00 pm ON MONDAY 7 DECEMBER 2020 VIA ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETINGS
For the transaction of the under-mentioned business:1

Prayers
Prior to the formal business of the Council, The Dean of Truro, the Mayor’s Chaplain, to say
prayers.

2

To receive apologies for absence

3

Disclosure or Declarations of Interest
Councillors will be asked to make disclosures or declarations of interest in respect
of items on this agenda

4

Co-Option for Casual Vacancy, Trehaverne Ward
(Appendix 1, attached separately)
Candidates, chosen in a random order, will speak for up to five minutes. Members will be
given an opportunity to ask the candidate any questions. Voting will take place via Zoom
Poll and the elected candidate announced by the Town Clerk.
Procedural guidance attached.

5

To confirm the Minutes of the Council Meeting held 28 October 2020 pages 108-116
(Minute Nos: 227 - 244).

6

Open Session for Cornwall Councillors verbal, written or tabled reports (15 minutes)
This is an opportunity to discuss Cornwall Council issues relevant to the Council. If
there are any matters that require a Council decision, please notify the Town Clerk
four working days before the meeting.

7

Open Session for Electors of Truro – Verbal Questions (15 minutes)
This is an opportunity for electors to raise issues with the Council. The Council is
unable to make any resolutions at this meeting on any issues raised

8

To receive Verbal Communications from the Mayor

9

To receive Correspondence

10

Question Time pursuant to Standing Order No. 6k – Written Questions only
Councillors may ask the Mayor or the Town Clerk questions in writing. A minimum
Of four clear working days is required, unless the matter is urgent, when the question
must be received by the Town ‘Clerk before twelve noon of the day of the meeting

11

To receive information and/or determine action as appropriate in the following
report:
1

MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD 5 NOVEMBER 2020
Page Nos: 117 - 120, (Minute nos: 245- 250)
(Appendix on green)
MEETING OF THE PARKS & AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD 16 NOVEMBER 2020
Page Nos: 121 -126, (Minute nos: 251 - 269)
(Appendix on pink)
MEETING OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD 23 November
(Appendix on yellow)
Page Nos: 127 - 133, (Minute nos: 270 -281)
MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD 1 DECEMBER 2020
Page Nos: 134 - 136, (Minute nos: 282- 286)
(Appendix on green)
12

Town Clerk’s Report
To consider the report of the Town Clerk

(Appendix A)

13

Tremorvah Playing Field
Town Clerk to report.

(Appendix B)

14

Truro Town Deal Board
(Appendix C)
To appove the principles for the Boscawen Project and to agree to to be lead partner in
the Boscawen Park project and the New Life for City Centre Buildings project.

15

Furniss Coal Charity
(Note that during consideration of this item the Council is acting as the Trustee of the
charity)
1
To consider applying to the Charity Commission to amend the objects of the charity
to include grants for fuels other than coal.
(Appendix D)
2.
To approve the Minutes of meeting of Distribution committee held on 23rd
November 2020
(Appendix E)

16

Membership of Committees
To consider which committee(s) the newly co-opted Councillor should be a member of.
Town Clerk to report.

17

Truro Roseland Community Network Panel Update
Honorary Freeman Councillor Wells to report.

18

To receive verbal or written reports of meetings or conferences attended by members
If members wish the Council to pass resolutions based on their reports, the reports must
be in writing and submitted to the Town Clerk at least four clear working days prior to the
meeting.

19

To authorise the sealing of documents to give effect to any Resolutions passed by
the Council at this meeting
DATED this Second Day of December, Two Thousand and Twenty

------------------TOWN CLERK

MEETING OF TRURO CITY COUNCIL HELD ON
MONDAY 26 OCTOBER 2020 at 7.00 pm via ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING
PRESENT: The Mayor (Councillor Bert Biscoe), Honorary Freeman Cllr Wells,
Councillors Allen, Mrs Callen, Mrs Carlyon, Mrs Cox, Mrs Eathorne-Gibbons,
Ellis, Mrs Neale, Nolan, Mrs Nolan, Pascoe, Rich, Roden, Ms Southcombe, Mrs
Stokes, Mrs Swain, Mrs Tudor, Vella and Webb.
APOLOGIES: Apologies of absence were submitted by Councillors Mainwaring-Evans and
Tamblyn
Also in Attendance: Roger Gazzard, Town Clerk;
David Harris CC;
Richard Whitehouse and Graham Smith, members of the
press;
Mr Paul Caruana, Mrs I Risner, and other members of the
public;
David Harris CC.
Additional apologies: The Dean of Truro, The Very Rev’d
Roger Bush (Mayor’s Chaplain)
PRAYERS
Prior to the formal business of the Council, as the Dean of Truro had tendered his
apologies, the Town Clerk said prayers.
The Mayor informed Members of the resignation from the Council from Mrs Jacqui
Butler (Boscawen ward), who, he commented, had made a great contribution to
Parks & Amenities Committee as Vice Chairman. The Mayor extended thanks on
behalf of the Council and wished Mrs Butler best wishes for the future.
227

DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS
There were no disclosures or declarations of interest.

228

MINUTES OF COUNCIL
The Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 28 September 2020 were taken as read
and signed by the Mayor as a correct record with the following comments:
Meeting of the Planning Committee, 3 September 2020 – Correspondence:
Town Fund Proposals (Minute 187, page 89)
Councillor Mrs Carlyon asked the Town Clerk if he had obtained a copy of the
Shoreline Management Plan from Cornwall Council. The Town Clerk confirmed he
was waiting for a copy, and a meeting with the Flood and Drainage Team at Cornwall
Council.
Town Clerk’s Report – Hall for Cornwall (Minute 188, page 90)
Councillor Webb asked if the Town Clerk had received a response from the Hall for
Cornwall regarding the issue about the disabled ramp on the plans for the renovation
works. The Town Clerk responded he was still chasing this.
Agenda Item 4 – Minutes of Council
Councillor Nolan commented the date of the previous meeting was incorrect and it
should read ’28 September.’

229

CORNWALL COUNCIL
(i) Transfer of Land at Malabar
Councillor Harris CC commented Cornwall Council had agreed the transfer of land at
Malabar to Truro City Council, to allow the New Beginning Community Association to
build a new community centre.
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(ii) Pencoose Farm
Councillor Harris CC informed Members of the consultation for the development of
Pencoose Farm, which had, overall, received a negative response so far. Councillor
Harris CC commented a formal boundary around Truro would prevent developments
such as this.
(iii) Boundary Changes
Councillor Harris CC commented that in Cornwall Council’s papers for the
consideration of the boundary changes, there was an amendment that suggested
consideration of the City Council’s request to integrate Gloweth into Truro Parish be
deferred for later discussion instead of turned down entirely.
(iv) Cultural Manifesto
Councillor Biscoe CC reported that the Cultural Strategy (as created by former
Councillor and Mayor, Bob Smith) would feed into the Cultural Manifesto that was
currently being devised.
(v) Homeless Pods at the former Carrick District Council Offices Site
Councillor Biscoe CC informed Members the pods had been a success, with the
support given by the staff at the site allowing people to improve their situation and
move on with their lives. The work was being extended and it was hoped that efforts
over the next few months would allow the work to be replicated in a more permanent
way.
(vi) Anti-Social Behaviour
Councillor Biscoe CC reported on anti-social behaviour and crime in the City Centre
during the pandemic, commenting the Community Safe Officer at Cornwall Council
had been prominent in co-ordinating efforts to address a range of issues being seen
on the streets. These included (but were not limited to): lack of resources, the impact
of school changes, and red tape.
(vii) Trees in Boscawen Ward
Councillor Biscoe CC commented he had been involved in discussions regarding
trees in his ward, and felt it was sometimes difficult to get Enforcements at Cornwall
Council to share information which would help the Tree Officer gauge the bigger
picture. There appeared to be a conflict of approaches from the two disciplines and it
would be useful if there was a cohesive approach.
(viii) Electric Bicycles
Councillor Rich CC commented that many people had been saying there would be
significant change in movement from the pandemic, including people wishing to cycle
and walk around and within the City. Cornwall Council now has thirty electric bicycles
available to different departments within the Council and Councillor Rich CC was
lucky enough to be able to trial one for a fortnight. It was noted that while electric
bicycles could be expensive to purchase, they were very reasonable to rent.
(ix) Waste Disposal Contract
Councillor Nolan CC reported that the waste disposal contract for Cornwall would be
signed by the directors of BIFFA the following day. However, it would be at least a
year before the rubbish collection would change to fortnightly black bags plus food
waste and recycling.
New Euro6 lorries with bigger capacity for recycling, including cardboard (which had
increased significantly during lockdown) would be introduced. Commercial waste
would also be processed, and 14 thousand letters informing businesses about this
had been issued.
(x) Covid-19 Funds
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Councillor Nolan CC commented there was funding available from Cornwall Council
for street marshals: one through Highways, employing a softer approach without
high-vis jackets, and a second for training for extra enforcement officers on the
street. Councillor Nolan CC briefly spoke about hot spots in Cornwall that had several
incidents of the virus, such as the Tulip Meat Factory, and several care homes.
Councillor Mrs Carlyon asked what authority the enforcement officers would have.
Councillor Nolan CC responded they had been trained under the Community Safety
Scheme by Dorset police, and the powers had been issued by Central Government.
Further conversation took place around ensuring legitimacy of the officers, and it was
confirmed they would all be Cornwall Council employees and therefore have the
appropriate identification.
230

OPEN SESSION FOR THE ELECTORS OF TRURO
Play Equipment at Tremorvah Playing Field (also see Minute 236, page 111)
Mr Paul Caruana asked why residents of Murdoch Close had not been consulted
prior to the installation of a piece of play equipment at Tremorvah Playing Field that
had, in several residents’ opinion, generated significant noise due to the gathering of
young people at night. Mr Caruana explained residents had not been directly
included in the consultation process despite their proximity to the playing field.
The Town Clerk explained this was covered in the Parks & Amenities Manager’s
report, which would be discussed later on in the meeting. Consultation had been
organised by the Friends of Tremorvah Playing Field group via events that had taken
place in 2018, and online surveys. Signs had been posted at the playing field to
indicate this.
Mr Caruana responded that none of the neighbours knew about the events taking
place as they did not use the park and they do not buy the West Briton, explaining
that now the equipment was in place, residents were unable to enjoy their gardens
during the warmer weather. This was expected to be the case again in the spring.
The Mayor responded, stating officers were addressing the situation and it was an
ongoing process.

231

MAYOR’S VERBAL COMMUNICATIONS
HMS Tamar
Councillor Biscoe informed Members that he and the Mayoress had visited HMS
Tamar and were shown around the ship. The ship was affiliated with Truro, and it had
many functions, which included humanitarian. The Mayor would be participating in a
Zoom meeting with the Lord Lieutenant, the Chief Executive of Cornwall Council, and
the Commander of HMS Tamar to discuss this affiliation in more detail.
Remembrance Day
The Mayor commented arrangements were in hand, and wreaths would be laid at the
war memorial, with a service, by invitation, at the Cathedral, that would be live
streamed. The Mayor praised Canon Bashforth’s work on the event, and the flexibility
of the Cathedral and the Royal British Legion.
Community Awards Ceremony
The Community Awards that had been initiated by Bob Smith, former Mayor, during
the previous year, would be repeated in February 2021. Councillors would be asked
to consider nominating an individual or organisation for the awards. In the absence of
the Mayor’s Charity Day, a limited number of Truro based charities/non-profit
organisations would be invited to have a stall at the Cathedral on the day of the
ceremony. Councillors would be asked to nominate charities, with the hope of a
diverse range attending.
110

COUNCIL – 26 OCTOBER 2020
232

CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence to be reported.

233

QUESTION TIME – WRITTEN QUESTIONS
There were no written questions.

234

COMMITTEE REPORTS
The Minutes of the Meetings of the under-mentioned Committees were approved and
adopted by the Council, except where otherwise stated:
MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
Proposed by Councillor Vella, seconded by Councillor Ellis

1 OCTOBER 2020

MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE
5 OCTOBER 2020
Proposed by Councillor Ms Southcombe, seconded by Councillor Biscoe (Mayor)
Daubuz Moor (Minute 209, page 100)
The Mayor commented the first recommendation, part b) should read ‘seeking to
extend Daubuz Moor to include two fields of Rosedale Farm which are currently
subject to the Countryside Stewardship Scheme)…’
MEETING OF THE GRANTS SUB-COMMITTEE
12 OCTOBER 2020
Proposed by Honorary Freeman Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Mrs Cox
MEETING OF THE FINANCE and GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
12 OCTOBER 2020
Proposed by Honorary Freeman Councillor Wells, seconded by Councillor Mrs Cox
Management Accounts - Library Fines (Minute 222, page 104)
The Town Clerk updated Members, commenting the City Council was now in a
position to determine whether fines should be charged
235

LANGARTH PRESENTATION
Following the informal presentation on Langarth at 6:30pm, prior to the start of this
meeting, it was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by Councillor Mrs Carlyon
and
RESOLVED that that the informal Langarth presentation at 6:30pm be
noted without additional comment.
Councillor Mrs Cox left the meeting at 8:20pm.

236

TREMORVAH PLAYING FIELD
The Town Clerk commented he had already discussed the consultation process
(Minute 230, page 110 above), and he proceeded to talk Members through the report
prepared by the Parks & Amenities Manager, outlining the different options in the
report, and the conclusion.
Councillors discussed the issue. Councillor Mrs Neale asked for clarification about how
many residents had complained about the noise from the use of the play equipment
late at night, as the report suggested there were only two on one page, but in another
part that multiple residents had raised concerns. The Town Clerk replied he would
speak with the Parks & Amenities Manager for confirmation and ask him to send an
email to all Members clarifying this.
Concern was expressed over when the monitoring of the equipment to determine the
level of noise would take place, pointing out that monitoring it in the winter, when it was
less likely to be used due to the weather, would not produce an accurate result, and
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the residents wouldn’t be enjoying their gardens in the same way as they would in the
warmer weather either.
Members discussed the possibility of locking just the single piece of equipment at night
instead of the entire play area, as it was felt that with the latter, determined persons
would simply jump over the fence. It was also noted that young people were finding the
pandemic difficult and often had nowhere to go, which was resulting in a variety of
issues, and that some young people were not safe at home. Members also
sympathised with the residents’ position on the matter, and when all the options had
been considered sufficiently, and a conclusion drawn, residents would be informed.
Following further discussion, where it was pointed out that the term ‘anti-social
behaviour’ was a legal term with associated penalty and therefore should be used
carefully, and the suggestion that the play equipment could be moved to Boscawen
Park (though it was pointed out this could raise issues financially as the Friends of
Tremorvah Playing Field had raised the funds), it was proposed by Councillor Ms
Southcombe, seconded by Councillor Mrs Swain and
RESOLVED that the recommendation within the Parks & Amenities
Manager’s report be adopted and an update be reported to Councillors
before Christmas, where further monitoring could be considered if
necessary.
Councillors Nolan, Mrs Nolan and Rich wished for their names to be recorded as
having abstained from voting on the above resolution.
237

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
(Appendix A)
The Town Clerk ran through his report and made the following observations:
Covid-19 Support
The Town Clerk informed Members he had submitted a claim to Cornwall Council at
the end of October for financial assistance for the pandemic.
Healthy Streets
The Town Clerk had met with consultants and field work had started. A report should
be available in time for December’s Council meeting, but there could be a delay due to
the pandemic, particularly if further lockdown measures were introduced.
Covid-19 Marshals
The Town Clerk reported, as per Councillor Nolan’s earlier comment, that he was
waiting to hear about funding for further marshals during the Christmas period.
Casual Vacancy – Trehaverne Ward
Following the period of advertising the casual vacancy for Trehaverne Ward, Cornwall
Council had advised the vacancy should be filled via co-option. A suggested date for
the interviews to take place was Monday 7 December, at the start of the next Council
meeting.
Councillor Pascoe asked if the City Council could wait until May’s election to fill the
vacancies. The Town Clerk explained that any resignation within six months of an
election could be filled at the election, but any outside of that were subject to the usual
advertising process to meet legislative requirements. If an election was called for, it
would have to wait until the elections due to the pandemic, but if an election was not
called for then the vacancy would be filled via co-option. The Town Clerk agreed to the
Mayor’s request to confirm this again with Cornwall Council.
Tennis Pavilion
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Councillor Roden asked how long the process for the tenders would take, and when
work would start and be completed. The Town Clerk responded there was a delay in
getting the last few parts through building regulations, but he hoped the tender notice
would go out this week. There would then be a three-week period and a decision would
be made by the end of November. It was anticipated the project would finish by July
2021.
Free Parking Day
Following brief discussion over whether shopping on one day should be encouraged
when social distancing was in place, it was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded
by Honorary Freeman Councillor Wells and
RESOLVED that the City Council agreed with 5 December for the Free
Parking Day in Truro.
Towns Fund Board
Councillor Mrs Tudor raised concerns that she felt the Towns Fund Board should be
running some of the projects they were discussing by the City Council as they were
fundamentally important to Truro. These included suggestions such as building a
community centre attached to the Methodist Church, which would cancel out the
proposed community centre in the Pydar project. There was a rumour a Heritage
Centre would be put in its place.
The Town Clerk informed Members there was a website, if Members wished to look, at
www.trurotownfund.com
Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Mrs Carlyon, seconded by
Councillor Ellis and
RESOLVED that both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Towns
Fund Board, Carol Theobald and Alan Stanhope, be asked to attend a
meeting to update Councillors on projects that are being considered by
the Towns Fund Board.
Town Hall Clock Tower
Councillor Mrs Carlyon asked for an update on the position with the Town Hall Clock
Tower. The Town Clerk replied that investigations were underway, and he was waiting
for a report. He had written to numerous people at Historic England regarding funding
and was waiting for a response. The offices could not return to the Municipal Buildings
until the work on the clock tower had been completed.
238

CORRESPONDENCE – FUNDING FOR TEMPORARY PEDESTRIAN
MANAGEMENT
The Town Clerk read out a letter of thanks from the Police and Crime Commissioner,
Alison Hernandez, for the co-ordination of the Safer Summer Scheme in Truro that
provided additional resources in the summer to promote social distancing and reduce
anti-social behaviour.

239

TRURO & KENWYN NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (TKNDP)
The Town Clerk reported the Steering Group had voted in favour of introducing a
development boundary that was not in the original draft document that had gone out for
consultation. Legal advice indicated the TKNDP would also need to consult on this as it
was considered a material change. Therefore, both Truro City Council and Kenwyn
Parish Council needed to ratify the decision made by the TKNDP for this to proceed.
Councillor Vella, speaking as Chairman of the Planning Committee, read out the legal
advice from a Cornwall Council Officer which stated that ‘subsequent inclusion [N.B. of
the boundary] could devalue previous work carried out in the pre-submission
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consultation and start it again, and at the very least add very little weight afforded to
previous consultations’.
Councillor Vella expressed regret he could not attend the meeting, pointing out the
TKNDP Steering Group had discussed the boundary before, and he felt reinforcing the
landscape strategy was the best short-term way of seeking protection for the green
spaces around Truro. In addition, Councillor Vella felt it unreasonable that the TKNDP
would be held up at this late stage when it was almost complete, and thought it
important to get it in place as soon as possible.
Councillor Roden explained he held the opposite view, adding he had not seen the
legal advice, and this had not been circulated. It was important to recognise that all
Councillors, regardless of their views, wanted to stop the urban creep and see
additional protection in place against development. Councillor Roden felt drawing a
definitive boundary line would give a clear indication of what development was, and
what was not, permitted. Other towns in Cornwall had boundaries defined within their
Neighbourhood Plans, and Liskeard had been advised by Cornwall Council that a
boundary was a legitimate mechanism of protection. Hayle, Newquay and Fowey all
had boundary lines within their Plans, and so it could be deduced it must be effective
for them to have included them in the first place.
Councillor Roden cited the recent Pencoose Farm and Hamilton Close proposals,
commenting it was only the tenacity and persistence of some of the Councillors,
including the Chairman of Planning, questioning the proposal in detail that overturned
the decision, otherwise there would be urban creep along Newmills Lane. At the
Planning Meeting at Cornwall Council where the decision was made, a couple of
Cornwall Councillors asked where the boundary was for development in Truro and the
Officers were unable to give a clear answer. Councillor Roden also commented there
were handwritten notes at Coosebean that seemed to suggest there were proposals in
the pipeline there too.
Councillor Webb, speaking as Vice-Chairman of the Planning Committee, commented
it was important to find the best way to protect Truro, and cited the White Paper that
was due to be published in 2021, that meant it was important to get protection in place
as soon as possible, particularly as it was suggested a Plan wouldn’t be looked at
unless it had been revised in the last two years. It was also important to recognise a
boundary does not prevent applications from being submitted for outside of the
boundary line. Councillor Webb felt the amendments to the TKNDP made the Plan
more robust, and that the Hamilton Close application had not been approved due to
the previous version of the TKNDP, indicating the amended Plan would provide even
more protection against unwanted development in the future.
Councillor Nolan agreed that everyone wanted a strong boundary against development
but did not think the Plan should be delayed, adding Cornwall Council Planning
Officers had said they are overwhelmed with work, with over 300 enquiries per day
(previously this was 230).
Honorary Freeman Councillor Wells commented both sides of the argument had merit,
but on balance he agreed with Councillor Roden and felt the boundary would provide
stronger protection than the TKNDP alone could provide. The Coosebean Valley had
high amenity value, but because it was not currently perceived to be protected, even
with the TKNDP in place, there was more pressure to develop there. Mr Lacey had
done everything he felt was possible to make the TKNDP robust, and in addition, the
housing allocation provided by the Langarth development met the housing need
stipulated by the government. It was therefore important to define Truro’s boundaries
now, and strengthen the protections.
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Councillor Mrs Tudor welcomed the opportunity to openly debate the issue at the City
Council and felt this was one of the most important decisions the City Council would
have to make. The Steering Group for the TKNDP had voted 6 in favour and 3 for the
inclusion of the boundary. Councillor Mrs Tudor wasn’t convinced the legal advice was
correct and commented that she had spoken with numerous developers about the
amended TKNDP, who felt it was not sufficient protection and left an ‘open door’ for
development. Councillor Mrs Tudor also felt the opportunity to create the boundary
would be missed if it was not actualised now, as she didn’t see how the suggestion
would be taken seriously if not considered as part of the TKNDP revisions. Concluding,
Councillor Mrs Tudor reminded other Members the City Council was originally asked to
amend the TKNDP to provide weight to the Langarth development.
Other comments within the discussion included Councillor Pascoe’s question of how a
boundary could be created without having to delay the TKNDP, and Councillor Mrs
Carlyon’s comment that a Landscape Assessment would not be sufficient to prevent
development, citing Tolgarrick as an example.
Councillor Biscoe (the Mayor) summarised the discussion and added that a boundary
line is only meaningful if backed by a robust consultation process. He felt the
amendments to the TKNDP, as well as the consultation process, gave it more weight
than the previous iteration, and commented Tolgarrick was approved at appeal purely
because housing allocation had not yet been met, but now it had been. Councillor
Biscoe expressed concern that if a boundary was a useful addition, then the process
should not be rushed, and it needed to hold up to scrutiny. It was therefore important
not to push it through quickly as an add-on to the TKNDP. A buffer, not just a
boundary, would be the better solution, and it was more important to make sure there
was robust protection as opposed to just a boundary line.
Following the above discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Vella, seconded by
Councillor Webb and
RESOLVED (with the Mayor casting the deciding vote) that
(i) the Council does not support the recommendation of the Truro and
Kenwyn Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group but that the
review of the Truro and Kenwyn Neighbourhood Development Plan be
allowed to complete the process of getting the revised Plan adopted;
(ii) work be started now to define a development boundary for Truro and
that this be the subject of a further review by the Truro and Kenwyn
Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group as part of the
continuing review of the Plan.
Councillor Harris CC left the meeting at 9:20pm.
240

PLYMOUTH ROSCOFF FERRY LINK
The Mayor reported that at the meeting of Mayors he recently attended, it was put
forward that as Brittany Ferries had been struggling due to the pandemic, and was
seeking support from the French government, that Parish Councils in Cornwall
consider writing to the Foreign Office to explain the importance of the Plymouth
Roscoff Ferry link to Cornwall, and the detriment it would have on the Cornish
economy should it cease to run. The Truro Morlaix Twinning Association was also in
support and would be writing separately.
Thanks were given to Margaret George, the Chairman of the Truro Morlaix Twinning
Association for her work on this matter.
Following discussion, it was proposed by the Councillor Biscoe (Mayor) and
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RESOLVED that the Town Clerk writes on behalf of the City Council to
the Foreign Office, in support of keeping the Plymouth Roscoff Ferry link
operating.
Councillor Vella left the meeting at 9:21pm.
241

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES
Following the reported vacancies on the Planning and Parks & Amenities Committees,
and Councillor Mainwaring-Evans’s recent co-option, it was proposed by Councillor
Biscoe (the Mayor) and
RESOLVED that Councillor Mainwaring-Evans would sit on both the
Planning and Parks & Amenities Committees for the year 2020/2021.

242

TRURO and THE ROSELAND COMMUNITY NETWORK PANEL
Honorary Freeman Councillor Wells reported that the next Network Panel meeting
would take place on Tuesday 17 November via a virtual meeting. Inspector Milburn
and, possibly, the Planning Enforcement team at Cornwall Council would be
presenting. The meeting was due to start at 7pm and would be open to the public.

243

REPORTS OF MEETINGS OR CONFERENCES ATTENDED
Truro Rotary Club
Councillor Allen (Deputy Mayor) reported she was due to speak about the work of the
City Council to Truro Rotary Club the following day.
Planning Conference
Councillor Mrs Swain reported she had attended the online Planning Conference and
sat in on presentations on building control and the work of the Tree Officers, both of
which she found very informative.

244

COMMON SEAL
RESOLVED that the Common Seal be affixed to any document or documents
necessary to give effect to the resolutions passed by the Council at this
Meeting.
The meeting closed at 9:27pm
-----------------------------------------MAYOR
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Town Clerks Report
Council 26th October 2020
Financial Position
The Finance & General Purposes Committee reviewed the budget based on
transactions to the end of September and anticipated figures to the end of the financial
year. A number of budgets have been amended to account for the impact of the
coronavirus on the operations of the Council.
I reported last month that Cornwall Council was the only principal Council in the
country to open a financial assistance scheme for Town and Parish Councils. I have
submitted a financial claim of £111k to Cornwall Council for loss of income and
increase in cost due to the coronavirus for the period to the end of September.

Healthy Streets Consultation
The Finance & General Purposes Committee set up a working group of Councillors to
work with the research company to agree consultation questions and then work with
the research company through the process up to the point where the company issues
a report on its findings to the Council.
The September Council approved the appointment of consultants to carry out this
work. The working group has met again with the consultant and the fieldwork is
starting.
The consultant has provided a project plan which indicates that there is a possibility
that we could have the final report in time to consider at the December full Council
meeting. There are currently uncertainties created by the pandemic which could delay
this.

Towns Fund
1 Main Towns Fund schemes

The Towns Fund Board has met and approved the Boscawen project to go forward. A
meeting of the working group is being arranged in the coming days and there will be
a report to the Parks & Amenities Committee at its next meeting. It may be that there
will need to be a special meeting of Parks following that due to the pace of
development of the scheme and the timetable to submit the proposal to the
government.

2 Delivery of Accelerator Projects, (Boscawen Park pavilion, St. Clement St.
Day Centre, Mobile Stage, City Centre Infrastructure improvements)
The City Council is responsible for delivery of the above schemes before the end of
the financial year.
Infrastructure (£198k)
• New seating and benches (up to 100)
• New cycle racks and storage for 100 bikes
• Parklets, individually designed.
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Work is currently being carried out on design and location of each of these elements
and a report will be submitted to the Parks & Amenities committee in November and
a planning application also made in November.
Mobile Stage (£82k)
• New stage on trailer
• New audio equipment and lighting
• Construction of garage.
Work has started on the specification for the stage which will be tendered.
St. Clement Street Day Centre
The contractor is on site with a completion date at the end of February.
Boscawen Park Pavilion contribution
Final work to gain building regulations approval is nearing completion following which
the scheme will be tendered.

City Centre-Covid Marshalls
During the initial period when High Street reopened in the Summer a grant was
provided which paid for marshalls to assist shoppers with social distancing and
additional CCTV monitoring.
Cornwall Council has been awarded a further grant for this purpose for the run up to
Xmas recognising that there will be more shoppers at this time. We have asked if Truro
could be provided with some marshalls during busy times paid for out of this grant;
and are awaiting an answer.

Covid 19 Pedestrian Management
We worked with the BID, highways and Cornwall Council in the summer to enable the
re-opening of the City Centre by introducing a pedestrian management scheme. The
costs, which are largely road closure marshalls was paid until the end of August by
grants from Cornwall Council. The City Council agreed to continue with the scheme
whilst it was required on safety grounds and provided a budget sufficient to take it to
the new year. Cornwall Council has been successful in obtaining further grant funding
for this purpose and we have requested that we are refunded for this work.

Council Vacancy
Our current vacancy is with Cornwall Council election office. I expect to be able to
report to the meeting whether it will be filled by election or co-option.

Cornwall Council Car Parking Free Day
Cornwall Council has offered a free parking day in the lead up to Xmas and the Truro
BID is asking for Saturday 5th December.
Recommendation
That the report is noted.
Roger Gazzard
Town Clerk
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MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD 5 NOVEMBER 2020
at 7.00 pm via ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETINGS
PRESENT:

Councillors Allen, Mrs Carlyon Mainwaring-Evans, Nolan, Pascoe, Mrs Swain,
Tamblyn, Webb (Chairman), and Wells

APOLOGIES: Apologies of absence were reported from Councillors Ellis and Vella
Also in attendance: Councillor Rich
Mr Ben Wood, Planning Agent (PA20/08316), 20 Tinney
Drive
Mr John Marshall and Mr Abe Simpson, Kinglsey
Development (PA20/08658), Land on Northside of
Beechwood Parc
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DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
The Vicarage, Kenwyn Church Road (PA20/07951) (Item 13 on Schedule 1A) and
Kenwyn Churchyard (PA20/08731) (Item 24 on Schedule 1A)
Councillor Wells declared a non-pecuniary interest in the above two applications on
the grounds of being the Vice-Chairman of The Parochial Church Council of the
Ecclesiastical Parish of Kenwyn with St Allen.
Land on Northside of Beechwood Parc (PA20/08658) (Item 10 on Schedule 2)
Councillor Mrs Swain declared a non-pecuniary interest in the above item on the
grounds of being an officer of the Beechwood Parc Residents Association.
8 Daniell Road (PA20/07749) (Item 4 on Schedule 2)
Councillor Tamblyn declared a non-pecuniary interest in the above item as he was
friends with the applicant.
9&10 Frances Street (PA20/07344) (Item 1 on Schedule 2)
Councillor Nolan declared a non-pecuniary interest in the above item as he knew the
applicant.
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PLANNING MINUTES
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 1 October 2020, having been
before Council on 26 October 2020 were considered a correct record.
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PLANNING CONSULTATION
(a) Schedule 1A
Further to all Councillors of Truro City Council being given the opportunity to submit
comments to applications in their Ward (by an agreed deadline), and for Members of
the Planning Committee to comment on this Schedule prior to publication of the
agenda for this meeting, it was proposed by Councillor Webb (Chairman) that it be
unanimously
RESOLVED that the recommendations contained within Schedule 1A,
as proposed by the Chairman, be adopted by the Planning
Committee, acknowledging thanks from Councillor Mrs Carlyon of due
diligence to the tree applications, and that Councillor Mrs Carlyon was
concerned over the number of proposed fellings.
(b) Schedule 1B
Further to all Councillors of Truro City Council being given the opportunity to submit
comments to applications in their Ward (by an agreed deadline), and for Members of
the Planning Committee to comment on this Schedule prior to publication of the
agenda and at the meeting having heard the comments of the TCAAC, it was
proposed by Councillor Webb (Chairman) that it be unanimously
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RESOLVED that the recommendations contained within Schedule 1B,
as proposed by the Chairman, be adopted by the Planning
Committee, acknowledging a comment from Councillor Mrs Carlyon
that she felt more attention needed to be given to the fenestration
within Conservation Area applications considered by the Truro
Conservation Area Advisory Committee (TCAAC)
(c) Schedule 2
The Committee considered plans submitted in accordance with the planning
consultation procedure, details of which are attached (Schedule 2), and, that it be
RESOLVED that Cornwall Council be informed of the following
recommendations as voted upon by Truro City Council’s Planning
Committee: Councillor Allen joined the meeting at 7:15pm.
(i) 20 Tinney Drive (8)
(PA20/08316)
Approval recommended for the conversion and extension of the portion of the garage
to an annexe to provide ancillary accommodation subject to a condition of inclusion of
water butts going into the existing water line, to address concerns regarding surface
water run-off. In addition, Members asked that the architect considers concerns of fire
safety relating to the second bedroom due to the sealing of the side door (which
members felt should be retained to provide an escape route).
Proposer: Councillor Mrs Swain
Seconder: Councillor Mrs Carlyon
Councillor Webb (Chairman) moved this item to the top of the schedule for
consideration due to the agent speaking on behalf of the applicant.
Mr Wood left the meeting following the recommendation.
(ii) Land on Northside of Beechwood Parc (10)
(PA20/08658)
Refusal recommended for the erection of seven detached residential dwellings on the
grounds Members felt there should be less of a line of houses, the proposal should
be more in keeping with the existing dwellings in Beechwood Parc, that the trees
removed during demolition should be replaced, and that there should be a planting
scheme that is wildlife friendly. In addition, Members requested that the developer
addresses the conditions the City Council detailed in the previous outline application,
and that the developer consults with Beechwood Parc Residents Association to
address their concerns.
Proposer: Councillor Mrs Swain
Seconder: Councillor Pascoe
Councillor Webb (Chairman) moved this item to the top of the schedule for
consideration due to the agent speaking on behalf of the applicant.
Mr Marshall and Mr Simpson left the meeting after the recommendation.
Councillor Rich left the meeting at 7:55pm.
(iii) 9 & 10 Frances Street (1)
(PA20/07344)
Refusal recommended due to the proposal constituting overdevelopment, with
additional concerns relating to fire-safety. Members agreed with the proposal in
principle and invite a new application with less bulk.
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Proposer: Councillor Mrs Carlyon
Seconder: Councillor Mrs Swain
As he declared an interest in the above item, Councillor Nolan did not participate in
the debate or vote on the above recommendation.
Councillor Pascoe left the meeting at 8:00pm.
(iv) 5 Upper Lemon Villas (2a & b)
(PA20/07469 & PA20/08137)
Unanimous approval recommended for the conversion and reinstatement of the
existing building, subject to the requirements of the Conservation Officer.
Proposer: Councillor Allen
Seconder: Councillor Tamblyn
(v) Carrek Woth, Tregolls Close (3)
(PA20/07531)
Unanimous refusal recommended due to the proximity of the traffic lights. A new
application is invited with improved access at the rear.
Proposer: Councillor Webb (Chairman)
(vi) 8 Daniell Road (4)
(PA20/07749)
Unanimous approval recommended in agreement with the comments of the Truro
Conservation Area Advisory Committee that state ‘Approval recommended subject to
the roof windows on the more prominent front elevation having recessed flashings so
that the window sits flush within the slate roof. Members expressed concerns over
the proposed 'Crittal style' bi-fold doors and suggested a condition be inserted
stipulating that details are submitted and approved prior to installation.’.
Proposer: Councillor Mrs Carlyon
Seconder: Councillor Allen
(vii) 1A Woodland Heights, Squirrels Leap, Tremorvah Crescent (5)
(PA20/08117)
Unanimous approval for the tree works in line with the comments of the Tree Officer,
and reinstatement of the trees within three months.
Proposer: Councillor Allen
Seconder: Councillor Webb (Chairman)
(viii) 11 Cotsland Road (6)
(PA20/08220)
Unanimous approval of the tree works in line with the Tree Officer’s comments, and
that the correct tree is felled (not the one marked in the application) and replaced
within three months.
Proposer: Councillor Mrs Swain
Seconder: Councillor Allen
(ix) Trefusis, Agar Road (7)
(PA20/08298)
Unanimous refusal for the felling of the Sycamore subject to a TPO on the grounds of
lack of justification. Members invite a new application that addresses the Tree
Officer’s comments.
Proposer: Councillor Mrs Swain
Seconder: Councillor Mrs Carlyon
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(x) Royal Cornwall Hospital, NHS Trust (9)
(PA20/08620)
Members unanimously voted to support and welcome the scheme as outlined, noting
the application as outside of the parish.
Proposer: Councillor Webb
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REVIEW OF THE CORNWALL AONB MANAGEMENT PLAN 2016-2021
Members were asked to complete an online survey, giving suggestions of what could
be included in the new AONB Management Plan, with a closing date of 6 December
2020. A copy of the information and a link to the survey was circulated prior to this
meeting.
Following discussion, it was proposed by Councillor Webb and
RESOLVED that Members would submit their comments to
Councillors Vella, Webb (as Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the
Planning Committee) and Mrs Carlyon by 25 November. The
comments would then be compiled into a response to the survey from
the Planning Committee. Members were also invited to fill out the
survey as individuals if they wished to do so.
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Extended Closure of Back Quay (Temporary Road Closure Notice)
Councillor Mrs Carlyon requested this item be discussed following notification of a
temporary road closure notice for the Back Quay, works of which to be extended until
30 July 2021. Councillor Mrs Carlyon wondered whether this meant the structure on
the Quay that had been erected for the duration of the works to the Hall for Cornwall
would also be in situ for this extended period.
Members discussed the ongoing works, and Councillor Allen informed the Committee
she had a Zoom meeting with other stewards from the Hall for Cornwall and was
given a presentation of the ongoing works. The renovations were very impressive
and Councillor Allen felt the new theatre would be a boost to the City. It was agreed
that Councillor Allen would liaise with the Town Clerk about asking the Hall for
Cornwall to show the presentation to the City Council ahead of a Council meeting.
Langarth Development
Following the presentation to the City Council ahead of the last meeting of Council
(26 October 2010), and Cornwall Council’s Cabinet meeting (4 November 2020),
Members briefly discussed the proposals. Councillor Wells informed Members that
an item was being placed on the agenda of the next meeting of the Finance &
General Purposes Committee, which would take place on Monday 23 November
2020.
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CORRESPONDENCE
Correspondence was covered under the Chairman’s Report.
It was noted the next meeting would take place on Tuesday 1 December instead of
Thursday 3 December 2020.
The meeting closed at 8:37pm.

----------------------------------------------CHAIRMAN
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Schedule 1A
PLANNING APPLICATIONS – FOR THE MEETING OF 5 NOVEMBER 2020
SCHEDULE 1A – To Receive a Single Recommendation for the Entire Schedule at the Meeting.
If Members of the Planning Committee wish for an application to be transferred to Schedule 2, please inform the Chairman and Clerk by Thursday 29th October
at 5pm for it to be included on the agenda. Please use material planning considerations only.
If the recommendation already states “transfer to schedule 2” there is no need to comment further on this application until the meeting.
Application Details

Proposal

Ward

Comments from Case Officers

Recommendation from
Chairman/
Vice-Chairman &
Councillors
Approval
recommended

(1) PA20/07624
16 Bedruthan Avenue
Mr and Mrs L Abdalla

Proposed first floor extension and canopy
over front door and garage door

Boscawen

Sophie Rogers:

(2) PA20/07633
1 Bishops Close,
Kenwyn
Mr Martin Corey Hortech
LTD

Oak (T1) - fell because of low root structure
strength, and within close proximity of
neighbours garage, and WPD electrical sub
station

Trehaverne

Sophie Rogers: (see email)
Tree officer has objected to PA20/07633
with the following objection that I have
contacted the applicant about requesting
amendments in line with the tree officer
comments.

Refusal recommended
in line with the
recommendation of the
Tree Officer.

(3) PA20/07663
1 Brewers Road
Mrs Tarrian Spiers

Works to one Oak tree subject to a TPO

Tregolls

Niamh Ashworth:

Approval
recommended

1

Schedule 1A
(4) PA20/07760
Newquay Road Retail
Park
Mr Paddy Faircloth,
Savills

(5) PA20/07692
Land South of 1 and 2
Wayfarer Road
Hannah Mack, Remus
Management Limited
(6) PA20/08117
1A Woodland Heights,
Squirrels Leap,
Tremorvah Crescent
Mr Richard Dolman
(7) PA20/05580
Trennick Mill Restaurant
Mr Darran Golby,
Tregothnan Estate

Works to trees namely - T386 - remove
Cherry - T388 - remove stems from Alder T392 - remove low branch and crown lift T382 - crown reduce group of Cherry trees T383 - Reduce low over-extending branch T384 - Crown lift group of 5 trees - T385 Crown reduce tree - T387 - Crown reduce
tree away - T389 - Remove trees one Alder,
one Oak - T390 - Trees excessively
overhanging neighbouring property one Ash
and one Oak - T391 - Crown lift lowest two
limbs - T393 - Remove tree overhanging
neighbouring propoerty - T394 - Remove
trees one Ash, two Sycamore T395 Reduce trees away from roof line - T401 Remove low limb growing - subject to a
Tree Preservation Order(TPO)
Works to trees namely - T1- Ash remove
branches - T2- Ash remove branches
subject to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO)

Tregolls

Niamh Ashworth:

Approval subject to the
recommendations of
the Tree Officer, who
would need to attend
the site due to the
scale of the works.

Trehaverne

Sophie Rogers:

Approval
recommended subject
to the Tree Officer’s
requirements

Application for works to trees subject to
TPOs: To fell 4 x Sycamore trees

Boscawen

Janice Taylor:

Schedule 2

Proposed external escape stair case to
living accommodation

Tregolls

Janice Taylor:

Approval
recommended subject
to the use of
appropriate materials

2

Schedule 1A
(8) PA20/07876
1 Kenwyn Gardens
Mr Dave Scott

Works to trees under a TPO: T1 - copper
beech - reduce height from 65 to 45 feet
and lateral spread from 60 to 40 feet. T2 conifer - to fell tree.

Trehaverne

Janice Taylor:

(9) PA20/07477
14 Trewidden Close
Mr Richard
McClenaghan And Ms
Kerra Park
(10) PA20/07720
Land adjacent to
Prospect Cottage, 107
Bodmin Road
Mr Neville MontagueThomas

Internal and External Alterations including
formation of balcony with new external
stairway to the rear and changes to window
and door openings

Tregolls

Sophie Rogers:

Outline application with some matters
reserved (access and layout to be decided)
for proposed dwelling

Boscawen

Refusal recommended
in line with the Case
Officer’s comments

(11) PA20/08220
11 Cotsland Road
Mr Steven Clarke
(12) PA20/08085
17 Treseders Gardens
Mr Tony Simpson

Removal of a Sycamore and a Yew tree

Tregolls

Tim Marsh: Based on a preliminary
assessment of the proposal although I
have not yet made a site visit I am
familiar with the area and consider that
the proposal is unlikely to be supported
since it appears to fall short of the
requirements in CLP policy 2 for
development proposals to respect and
enhance the quality of place, and
T&KNDP policies E4 and H1 in terms of
its potential adverse impact on the
character of its location .
Sophie Rogers:

Application for tree works to trees subject to
a tree preservation order: (T1) Holm Oak to raise canopy on West elevation to 7-8m,
also take off 1 stem overhanging drive; (T2)
Lime - to take off left stem over property;
(T3) Beech - to raise the crown on the West
elevation to 8-9m (T4) Beech - raise canopy
to 67m.

Boscawen

Sophie Rogers:

Approval
recommended subject
to the requirements of
the Tree Officer
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Refusal recommended
on the grounds of
insufficient evidence to
justify the extent of
crown reduction to the
copper beech and for
the felling of the
conifer.
Approval
recommended

Schedule 2

Schedule 1A
(13) PA20/07951
The Vicarage, Kenwyn
Church Road
Mr Simon Williams,
Simon Williams Tree
Services
(14) PA20/08620
Royal Cornwall
Hospitals NHS Trust
Mr Matt Beardmore Head
of Estate Development,
Royal Cornwall Hospital
NHS Trust
(15) PA20/08316
20 Tinney Drive
Mr Glenn Leiver J P
Designs
(16) PA20/08304
13 Trehaverne Terrace
Mr and Mrs Shirley

Application for works to trees subject to
TPOs: T6 fell. 2m prune to Oak Beech and
Lime in tree group 1.

Trehaverne

Development of a new Women and Children Kenwyn
facility to consolidate these services in a
new build integrated setting and permit the
future removal of the current Princess
Alexandra Maternity Wing - Outline with
some matters (appearance, landscaping
and layout) reserved
Conversion and extension of the portion of
Tregolls
the garage to an annexe to provide ancillary
accommodation

Janice Taylor:

Approval
recommended subject
to replacement of the
ash tree with a tree of a
suitable species

Gemma Dunn:

Schedule 2

Janice Taylor:

Schedule 2

Demolition of existing single storey store
and ground floor w.c., formation of external
double door and internal alterations
associated with providing new kitchen diner
(17) PA20/07531 – Carrek Proposed new vehicle access and
Woth, Tregolls Close
construction of a new double garage onto
Tregolls Road. Extension to existing
Mr Adam Bartle
garage/storage area to create additional
storage area

Trehaverne

Sophie Rogers:

Approval
recommended

Tregolls

Sophie Rogers:

Schedule 2

(18) PA20/08403 – Seil
House, 6 Tremorvah
Crescent

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

Refusal recommended
on the grounds of
insufficient evidence to
justify the works

Works to tree namely – T1 Lime – fell,
replace with a Tilia Coordata ‘Green Spire’
(feathered whip) subject to a TPO
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Schedule 1A
(19) PA20/08514
3 Moresk Gardens
Mailes

Works to protected trees - Crown reduce
group of sycamores

Boscawen

Sophie Rogers:

(20) PA20/08294
2 Knights Hill
Mr Tony Crudas

Various works to trees subject to a TPO

Trehaverne

Janice Taylor:

(22) PA20/08096
24 Copes Gardens
Mr Peter Ballard

Application for tree works to trees subject to
a tree preservation order (TPO): reduction
in crown by 1/3 of 2 small Alders

Trehaverne

Sophie Rogers:

(23) PA20/08640
1 Manor Gardens
Ms Webber

Works to trees namely - T1, Oak, reduce
side of tree back T2, Sweet Chestnut,
reduce branches T3, Willow, reduce to a
height of 8 metres subject to a Tree
Preservation Order(TPO)
One Leylandii to be felled. Felling of up to
12 Thuja Plicata

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

Trehaverne

Janice Taylor:

Works to trees namely - multiple Sycamores
growing from neighbouring plot overhanging
branch removal - subject to a Tree
Preservation Order(TPO)

Boscawen

Janice Taylor:

(24) PA20/08731
Kenwyn Churchyard
Mr Martin Wright

(25) PA20/08776
21 Cornubia Close
Smith

5

Refusal recommended
on the grounds that
there is no justifiable
reason the reduce the
crowns of healthy
mature trees
Approval
recommended, in line
with the Forestry
Officer’s
recommendation.
Refusal recommended
as the proposed crown
reduction would be
excessive and would
not be justified
Refusal recommended
on the grounds of
insufficient evidence to
justify the works
Approval
recommended for the
felling of the Leylandii
and consideration of
the replacement of the
Ash tree with a suitable
species. Suitable
hedgerow management
recommended for the
Thuja plicata instead of
thinning.
Approval
recommended subject
to the requirements of
the Tree Officer

Schedule 1A
(26) PA20/08658
Land On North Side Of
Beechwood Parc
Kinglsey Developments
(SW) Ltd

Erection of seven detached residential
dwellings

Tregolls

Martin Woodley:

Schedule 2

(27) PA20/08903
11 Tremorvah Barton
Ms Lamorna Kenna

Rear extensions with parking

Boscawen

Camellia Bullingham:

(28) PA20/08569
St Mary’s Church of
England School, Higher
Trehaverne
Coad Team Maintenance
Services Ltd

Works to protected trees T24 and T25

Trehaverne

Claire Broughton:

Approval
recommended subject
to there being no
sustainable objection
from adjoining
neighbours
Approval
recommended subject
to works being limited
to mulching around
base of T24, removal of
dead wood from both
trees and the removal
of one rubbing branch
from T25 and subject
also to any
requirements of CC
Tree Officer.

(29) PA20/08818
7 Tremorvah Barton
Tim Wood

Boscawen
Modify existing conservatory to flat roof
dining room with bi-folding doors, increase
floor area by 2.2sqm and raise eaves on
north side
Trehaverne
Removal of Yew tree and works to
Copper Beech and Oak tree

Claire Broughton:

Approval
recommended

Janice Taylor:

Refusal recommended
on the grounds of lack
of justification for the
proposed works.

(30) PA20/08449
Chyvounder, Kenwyn
Church Road, Kenwyn
Jemima Jessop
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Schedule 1B
PLANNING APPLICATIONS – FOR THE MEETING OF 5 NOVEMBER 2020
SCHEDULE 1B – APPLICATIONS WITHIN THE CONSERVATION AREA/LISTED BUILDING APPLICATIONS
These applications have been seen by ward members/Planning Committee within the month and therefore have recommendations (far right column). However,
following recommendations from the Truro Conservation Area Advisory Committee, these applications may be revisited, upon request, at the Planning Committee
meeting.
This schedule (minus any applications revisited at the meeting) will then receive a single ‘en-bloc’ recommendation as per Schedule 1A
If Members of the Planning Committee wish for an application to be transferred to Schedule 2, please inform the Chairman and Clerk by Thursday 29th October at 5pm
for it to be included on the agenda. Please use material planning considerations only.
If the recommendation already states “transfer to schedule 2” there is no need to comment further on this application until the meeting.
Application Details

Proposal

Ward

Comments from Case Officers

Recommendation from
Chairman/
Vice-Chairman &
Councillors
Schedule 2

(1)(a) PA20/07469
5 Upper Lemon Villas,
Lander House
Mr L Annear

Proposed conversion and reinstatement of
existing building into a single dwelling with
variation of condition 2 of decision
PA20/02532 dated 19/05/2020

Redannick

Camellia Bullingham:

(b) PA20/08137
5 Upper Lemon Villas
Mr L Annear
(2) PA20/07749
8 Daniell Road
Mr and Mrs T Bage

Listed Building Consent for the above

Redannick

Camellia Bullingham:

Rear single storey extension, installation of
roof lights and associated works

Redannick

Sophie Rogers:

Schedule 2

(3)(a) PA20/08276
28 Lemon Street
Mr Scott Whitfield

Change of use of existing ground and first
floor hairdressers to form a dwelling

Boscawen

Sophie Rogers:

Approval
recommended subject
to omission of the
Juliet balcony and
doors and the
comments of the
TCAAC.

(b) PA20/08277

Listed Building Consent for the above

Boscawen

Sophie Rogers:

1

Schedule 1B
28 Lemon Street
Mr Scott Whitfield
(4) PA20/07344
Proposed demolition of existing rear
9 and 10 Frances Street structures back to the original main
Mr Hitchins & Dawson
buildings and extension from the rear of 9
and 10 Frances Street to form 8 residential
units including the adaptation internally of 1
existing residential unit above the current
commercial area
(5) PA20/08298
Works to tree namely - Fell Sycamore
Trefusis, Agar Road
subject to a Tree Preservation Order (TPO)
Mr Tony Howes
(6) PA20/08450
Listed building consent for proposed
16A River Street
installation of new bathroom and floor free
Mr M Sharwood-Walker standing radiators, removal of fibre board
ceiling and installation of new suspended
plasterboard ceiling

Boscawen

Tim Marsh:

Schedule 2

Boscawen

Camellia Bullingham:

Schedule 2

Boscawen

Sophie Rogers:

Approval
recommended subject
to the comments of the
TCAAC and the
recommendations of
the Conservation
Officer
Approval
recommended subject
to the comments of the
TCAAC
Approval subject to
omission of UPVC
windows and doors
and to substitute with
timber, and in line with
the TCAAC comments.
Approval
recommended subject
to the comments of the
TCAAC and the
recommendations of
the Conservation
Officer

(7) PA20/08665
29 Carvoza Road
Mr and Mrs Evans

Construction of Ground Floor Extension,
Loft Conversion & Associated Works

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

(8) PA20/08335
58 Fairmantle Street
Annette MontagueThomas

Change of use from herbal clinic with
osteopath's surgery and flat to a residential
dwelling, with two storey rear extension
(extension as previously approved under
decision PA03/1082/99/N)

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

(9)(a) PA20/08652
39 Falmouth Road
Dr Jim Huddy

Replacement of modern windows in dormer
with new double glazed timber windows and
reintroduction of slate hanging to mid-panel

Redannick

Camellia Bullingham:

2

Schedule 1B
(b) PA20/08919
39 Falmouth Road
Dr Jim Huddy

Listed Building Consent for the above

Redannick

Camellia Bullingham:

(10)(a) PA20/08456
10 Strangways Terrace
Mr M Ellery

Proposed change of use of offices to single
dwelling

Redannick

Sophie Rogers:

(b) PA20/08457
10 Strangways Terrace
Mr M Ellery

Listed Building Consent for the above

Redannick

Sophie Rogers:

(11) PA20/08054
53 Castle Street
Miss Sarah Sheldon

Listed Building Consent for further works
following previously approved application
PA20/02045. To remove two further stud
walls to enlarge the new kitchen being
installed downstairs, add roof lantern in the
extension and add back door at the back of
the new extended kitchen area.

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

3

Approval
recommended subject
to the comments of the
TCAAC and the
recommendations of
the Conservation
Officer
Approval
recommended subject
to the comments of the
TCAAC and the
recommendations of
the Conservation
Officer
Approval
recommended subject
to the comments of the
TCAAC and the
recommendations of
the Conservation
Officer
Approval
recommended subject
to the comments of the
TCAAC and
requirements of the
Conservation Officer.

Schedule 2
PLANNING APPLICATIONS – FOR THE MEETING OF 5 NOVEMBER 2020
SCHEDULE 2 – Applications to be considered at the Meeting.
Application Details

Proposal

Ward

Comments from Case Officers

(1) PA20/07344
Proposed demolition of existing rear
9 and 10 Frances Street structures back to the original main
Mr Hitchins & Dawson
buildings and extension from the rear of 9
and 10 Frances Street to form 8 residential
units including the adaptation internally of
1 existing residential unit above the
current commercial area
(2)(a) PA20/07469
Proposed conversion and reinstatement of
5 Upper Lemon Villas,
existing building into a single dwelling with
Lander House
variation of condition 2 of decision
Mr L Annear
PA20/02532 dated 19/05/2020

Boscawen

Tim Marsh:

Redannick

Camellia Bullingham:

(b) PA20/08137
5 Upper Lemon Villas
Mr L Annear

Listed Building Consent for the above

Redannick

Camellia Bullingham:

(3) PA20/07531 –
Carrek Woth, Tregolls
Close
Mr Adam Bartle

Proposed new vehicle access and
construction of a new double garage onto
Tregolls Road. Extension to existing
garage/storage area to create additional
storage area
Rear single storey extension, installation
of roof lights and associated works

Tregolls

Sophie Rogers:

Redannick

Sophie Rogers:

(4) PA20/07749
8 Daniell Road
Mr and Mrs T Bage

1

Recommendation
from Chairman/
Vice-Chairman &
Councillors

Schedule 2
(5) PA20/08117
1A Woodland Heights,
Squirrels Leap,
Tremorvah Crescent
Mr Richard Dolman

Application for works to trees subject to
TPOs: To fell 4 x Sycamore trees

Boscawen

Janice Taylor:

(6) PA20/08220
11 Cotsland Road
Mr Steven Clarke
(7) PA20/08298
Trefusis, Agar Road
Mr Tony Howes
(8) PA20/08316
20 Tinney Drive
Mr Glenn Leiver J P
Designs
(9) PA20/08620
Royal Cornwall
Hospitals NHS Trust
Mr Matt Beardmore
Head of Estate
Development, Royal
Cornwall Hospital NHS
Trust
(10) PA20/08658
Land On North Side Of
Beechwood Parc
Kinglsey
Developments (SW) Ltd

Removal of a Sycamore and a Yew tree

Tregolls

Sophie Rogers:

Works to tree namely - Fell Sycamore
subject to a Tree Preservation Order
(TPO)
Conversion and extension of the portion of
the garage to an annexe to provide
ancillary accommodation

Boscawen

Camellia Bullingham:

Tregolls

Janice Taylor:

Development of a new Women and
Children facility to consolidate these
services in a new build integrated setting
and permit the future removal of the
current Princess Alexandra Maternity Wing
- Outline with some matters (appearance,
landscaping and layout) reserved

Kenwyn

Gemma Dunn:

Erection of seven detached residential
dwellings

Tregolls

Martin Woodley:

2

A VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD
ON MONDAY 16 NOVEMBER 2020 AT 7.00 PM VIA ZOOM
PRESENT:

Councillors Allen (Deputy Mayor), Biscoe (Mayor), Mrs Callen, Mrs EathorneGibbons (Vice-Chairman from Minute 252), Ellis, Mainwaring-Evans, Mrs
Neale, Ms Southcombe (Chairman), Tamblyn and Wells.

ALSO PRESENT: Councillors Mrs Carlyon and Roden.
APOLOGIES: None.
Also in attendance: Richard Budge – Parks and Amenities Manager.
Kate Bell – Compliance Officer.
Chris Waddle – Countryside Ranger.
1 member of the public - Mr P Caruana.
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MEMBERSHIP OF PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE
The Chairman reported the decision to place Councillor Mainwaring-Evans on this Committee
was confirmed by Full Council at its meeting on 26 October 2020 and there were currently
two vacancies on this Committee following the recent resignation of Vice-Chairman former
Councillor Mrs Butler. The report was noted.
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APPOINTMENT OF VICE-CHAIRMAN OF PARKS and AMENITIES COMMITTEE
The Chairman requested Members consider the appointment of a Vice-Chairman.
The Committee decided to appoint a vice-chairman for the remaining meetings of the
2020 - 21 year. In view of meeting timescales, a resolved decision was sought.
According to Standing Order 16(b) – Matters of Urgency, due to the need to appoint a
vice-chairman, the Chairman:
RESOLVED that the matter below, due to the need to appoint a vicechairman, be considered as a Matter of Urgency.
Councillor Mrs Eathorne-Gibbons indicated her agreement to her nomination to the
position of Vice-Chairman.
It was proposed by Councillor Allen, seconded by Councillor Mrs Callen, and
RESOLVED that Councillor Mrs Eathorne-Gibbons be elected Vice-Chairman
for the period 17 November 2020 to May 2021.
[Councillor Biscoe entered the meeting at 7.04pm.]
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DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no disclosures or declarations of interest.

254

OPEN SESSION FOR ELECTORS OF TRURO RELATING TO ITEMS ON THIS
AGENDA - VERBAL QUESTIONS
There were no questions.

255

MINUTES
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 5 October 2020, having been before Council on
26 October 2020, were signed as a correct record.

256

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Appendix A
The Chairman’s report, previously circulated, was taken as read. The report was
noted.

121

PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE – 16 NOVEMBER 2020
257

OFFER BY A MEMBER TO UNDERTAKE A CARBON AUDIT OF THE CITY
COUNCIL ON ITS OWN ESTATES
Members considered an offer by a councillor to carry out a carbon audit of the City
Council. Councillor Mainwaring-Evans explained he could undertake an audit at nil
cost to the Council. Cornwall Council had £2K of funding (subject to match-funding)
following their earlier declaration of a climate emergency. He was aware work was
already on-going in Truro more widely on a carbon reduction plan. The aim would be
to provide a holistic carbon audit using a tool provided for use by local and parish
councils. The audit outcome could provide a starting point for more targeted work in
the future. The work would be undertaken in liaison with relevant officers at Cornwall
Council. Members broadly welcomed the offer. At this stage, Councillor MainwaringEvans felt further areas of work, such as using green and open spaces to store
carbon, might be a future action. The Chairman thanked the councillor for his offer.
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Biscoe, and
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND TO COUNCIL that Councillor MainwaringEvans’s offer to undertake a carbon audit of Truro City Council be accepted.

258

DONKEY FIELD, CHAPEL HILL - REQUEST FOR USE
The Committee considered a request for use by Truro Baptist Church to hold a prayer
and firework event for up to 45 children plus adult leaders (subject to central
government Covid-19 restrictions) on 20 December 2020 between 19:00 and 20:00,
set-up from 17:00 and pack down by 21:00.
Members acknowledged any event arrangements would be subject to the central
government advice on Covid-19 applicable to the date of the planned event. Several
concerns were expressed by Members including: the date requested was not near
bonfire night so fireworks would not be expected by residents and fireworks were not
popular due to the the potential detrimental impact of fireworks on wildlife, domestic
pets and residential amenity. Several Councillors also expressed support for the
event, highlighting the potential benefits to children, particularly during the current
pandemic.
It was proposed by Councillor Allen, seconded by Councillor Biscoe that permission
be granted subject to the usual terms and conditions, including appropriate
compliance conditions and the organizer providing local residents with advance
notice of a firework event. Upon a vote, four votes for and four votes against, the
Chairman used their casting vote and voted against the motion. Thereupon the
motion fell.

259

TOWNS FUND BOARD – BOSCAWEN PARK PROJECT – UPDATE
The Parks and Amenities Manager reported the Town Clerk had not received the
information requested to update the Committee at this meeting. This matter would
instead be considered at an informal meeting of Council scheduled for 3 December.
Councillor Biscoe, in his capacity as Mayor, added that the Ms Carole Theobald, and
Mr Alan Stanhope Chair and Vice-Chair respectively of Truro Town Deal Board would
be in attendance. He reminded the Committee of the tight timescales and the aim to
submit a draft bid to Cornwall Council by mid-December for onward consideration in
its decision-making process.

260

DRAFT POLICIES AND OBJECTIVES TO SUPPORT DRAFT MANAGEMENT
PLAN FOR OPEN SPACES
Appendix B
The Countryside Ranger had drafted policies and objectives, as requested by the
Committee, to support the draft management plan previously considered at the 7
September meeting (Minute 151 refers).
During discussion, a number of matters were raised including:
122

PARKS AND AMENITIES COMMITTEE – 16 NOVEMBER 2020
i.

ii.

iii.

A Member queried whether the draft policies provided sufficient control in the
management of green and open spaces. Attention was drawn to the last
objective (on page 2). It was felt the current wording was open to
interpretation e.g. it was suggested “and other users” be clarified. Further, it
was not clear how communication or engagement with people could take
place if disrespect for wildlife occurred. It was suggested the power to curtail
and redirect, in providing respect for wildlife, needed to be made clearer: the
link between policy and action need to be strengthened. In response, the
Countryside Warden highlighted the second objective on page 1 and agreed
to review the wording of the final objective (and corresponding policy and
action) for clarification.
Members generally agreed consideration of any policies and objectives for
community gardens or orchards was a discrete area of work which could be
considered in the future, in liaison with the Community Development Team
and community groups as appropriate.
The Parks and Amenities Manager clarified that foraging for blackberries or
mushrooms was acceptable. The Countryside Ranger also provided
clarification on the definition of hunting in relation to this draft document.
It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by the Chairman, and
RECOMMENDED that the draft policies and objectives to support the draft
management plan be accepted, subject to the above amendments.

261

HEALTH AND SAFETY
Appendix C
The Compliance Officer provided her regular update report following the on-going
coronavirus pandemic. (Minute 211 refers). The report was taken as read.
The Parks and Amenities Manager was requested by a Member to provide an update
on the skatepark. Following advice issued by Skatepark England the skatepark was
closed and advisory posters placed on site. The following day the posters were ripped
down and a significant number of people were reported as using the facility. Heras
style security fencing was then installed to prevent use and further notices were
posted up. Again, the notices were removed, people re-entered the skatepark and
continued to use the facility. This included two adults, who used threatening
behaviour which was reported to the Police. The fencing was made more secure by
attaching it to the wall of the squash club building. Advice was then received from
Cornwall Council and Cornwall Association of Local Councils (CALC). In highlighting
the difficulty of closing skateparks (particularly if they were located with playgrounds
which remained open during the second lockdown) skateparks could be re-opened
subject to appropriate risk assessment. The Chairman sought the views of the
Committee.
During consideration, Members again highlighted the on-going challenges to children
and young people during the continuing pandemic. It was suggested the Council
needed to make a balanced judgment avoiding confrontation with young people. It
was suggested if the skatepark was re-opened users would need to demonstrate they
could behave in a sensible manner. Overall a careful assessment was required. A
Member asked whether the Council’s insurance cover would be valid, should an
accident occur during this second lockdown period. It was suggested the skatepark
should not be re-opened without an assurance that the Council’s insurance cover was
not affected. The apparent lack of clarity around advice issued by DCLG was also
commented upon.
According to Standing Order 16(b) – Matters of Urgency, due to timescale, the
Chairman:
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RESOLVED that the matter below, due to the second lockdown anticipated as
ending on 2 December 2020, be considered as a Matter of Urgency.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Eathorne-Gibbons, seconded by Councillor
Wells, and
RESOLVED that, taking into account the interests of the local community,
Hendra Skatepark be re-opened by the Parks and Amenities Manager subject
to consideration of Truro City Council’s legal liabilities (including insurance)
and appropriate risk assessment(s).
The remainder of the report was noted.
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PUBLIC CONVENIENCES
Appendix D
The Compliance Officer provided her regular update report. (Minute 212 refers). The
report was taken as read.
A Member suggested Cornwall Council, working in partnership with others (e.g.
Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) and Street Marshalls), could consider
patrolling Moorfield Car Park to enable the Toilet Team to work in a safe environment.
The Compliance Officer responded this was difficult to comment on, highlighting the
difficult factors of vandalism and anti-social behaviour which were occurring whether
or not the Toilet Team were at this location. Such factors made it difficult for the Team
to maintain the cleanliness of the public conveniences. During this second lockdown
the focus was on keeping fewer toilets cleaner. Contact with Cornwall Council, local
Police and other organisations was maintained to help resolve these issues and the
situation remained under review. The Compliance Officer highlighted again, the hard
work over the previous six months, by the Team in keeping facilities open in
challenging situations with less available staffing. She felt incidents of anti-social
behaviour linked to disabled toilets had increased during this period and might have
reached a peak in the last week or two. The Team continued to report incidents online to the Police 101 service, so they were logged: working patterns had also been
adjusted to reduce contact with individuals. She also stressed the complexity and
range of issues involved. The report was noted.

263

BOSCAWEN PARK AND THE SWANPOOL
Dredging of Swanpool – Update
The Parks and Amenities Manager reported there was no change to report since the
last meeting. This project formed part of the Towns Fund Scheme bid which was
being developed by the Town Clerk.

264

IDLESS NURSERY
Project Update
The Parks and Amenities reported since the last meeting:
i.
He had met Western Power on-site and arranged the installation of the
electricity supply to the main box: this had involved considerable follow-up
work. Once installed the Council’s electricity supplier, Opus Energy could then
connect the new nursery to the supply.
ii.
He had also recently met with the Council’s wastewater contractor, J B
Andrews on-site. Whilst the Council’s Project Architect and Project Manager
had suggested a February/ March 2021 start date (taking account of the
potential winter weather and local ground conditions) J B Andrews indicated
they wished to begin work as soon as possible and had considered the site
conditions were good.
iii.
He had met the Chairman on-site recently to view the latest progress.
iv.
He would be sending a letter to Councillor Mrs Carlyon, responding to the
queries she had recently raised. He also agreed to send a copy of this
response to the Committee for Members’ information.
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v.
vi.
vii.

viii.

ix.

He was due to undertake a Gantt chart, setting out the next stage of the
project plan.
Any Councillor who wished to visit the site following the end of the second
national lockdown was asked to contact him (arrangements subject to relevant
central government advice). Councillor Mrs Neale expressed her interest.
In response to a query raised by a Member, the Committee viewed
photographs (un-dated) taken by the Parks and Amenities Manager of works
which had taken place earlier in the year; the most recent photographs of the
site were also viewed. They were reminded they had seen similar video clips
as part of the virtual informal tour of Victoria Gardens and Boscawen Park etc
in July (Minute 80 refers.)
In response to a query, it was reported the container located on-site, which
contained Council records, had been inspected the previous week by the
Community Development Team, and was satisfactory. Secondly, spoil created
by the construction works had to be retained on-site and work was on-going to
level the site. The Committee was reminded the site (in previous ownership)
had been used as a rubbish tip, and such material was common throughout
the site. Thirdly, it was acknowledged the site ran down to the river and tarmac
planings were being laid over rubble mixed with recycled concrete.
In response to a further query, subject to planning the next stage of work, he
hoped that spring bedding for 2021/ 22 would be growing at the new site by
July/ August 2021.

The report was noted.
[Councillor Tamblyn left the meeting at 8.11pm during this item.]
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PARKS AND AMENITIES MANAGER’S REPORT
Appendix E
Members received the Parks and Amenities Manager’s report. The Mayor advised the
Committee he had written to the Council’s contracted architecture firm for the new
Boscawen Park Tennis Pavilion and expressed appropriate condolences on the
recent passing of the building’s architect. The Parks and Amenities Manager
commented, he and the Town Clerk would be attending a meeting in the next couple
of weeks to discuss a revised delivery plan as part of the developing Towns Fund
Scheme project. The report was noted.
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TWO, FIVE AND TEN YEAR COMMITTEE WORK PLAN
Appendix F
Members considered an updated work plan in advance of the Estimates meeting
scheduled for January 2021. The plan was last reviewed and updated in March 2020
(Minute 372 (09 03 20) refers). The latest version of the plan was tabled at the
meeting and had been circulated to the Committee earlier in the day of the meeting.
The Parks and Amenities Manager also reported:
i.
Victoria Gardens - £25K of S106 funding had been secured for the Friends of
Victoria Gardens’ project to repair and refurbish the bandstand and top
shelter. The Council’s contracted structural surveyor was currently struggling
to identify a potential local zinc roofer.
ii.
Boscawen Park Nursery – Temporary repairs would be made to greenhouses
and poly tunnels to maintain Nursery facilities during the winter pending a
move to the new Idles Nursery site.
iii.
Redannick Park - Work to re-surface the new path was weather dependent.
iv.
Beechwood Parc – Path works would be covered by existing S016 funding.
The report was noted.

267

LETTERS OF APPRECIATION
Three emails of appreciation and one telephone message were reported by the Parks
and Amenities Manager and concerned summer planting, Trafalgar Roundabout and
the work of the Parks Team. The report was noted.
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268

CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence.

269

DATE OF NEXT MEETING
The Chairman confirmed the next Committee (Estimates) meeting was scheduled for
Monday 11 January 2021 and it would be a virtual meeting.
The meeting closed at 8.50 pm.
---------------------------------------CHAIRMAN
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CHAIRMAN'S REPORT FOR OCTOBER/NOVEMBER
Luckily, the second lockdown will not impact greatly on the core work of the Parks Department.
There is extra provision in terms of keeping apart indoors and
any vulnerable staﬀ have been privately interviewed and
risk assessed, so everyone is safe in their role. The winter
planting is presently being done. It is easy now to see the
advantages of the sustainable Wild Truro beds - if they were
not touched for the winter they would still be ok. The
Countryside Ranger Team are still busy in the woods,
though the planned community work sessions have had to
be put on hold. Coosebean Woods continues to be a
welcome sanctuary for people, as are all the green spaces
and the parks.

Unfortunately there have been incidents in the Moorfield Car Park Toilets as there are street
drinkers occupying the space. Reluctantly these have been shut as the staﬀ are not safe and have
been intimidated. Needless to say this impacts on the Street Cleansing Team and the hygiene of
the area but they are fully supportive of our toilet team. All the other facilities are open at the time
of writing.
There is still some division among the community around Tremorvah Field. Most people are
supportive of the whole facility and the children using it in the evenings. However, there remain a
few who are less happy and find it disruptive and noisy when older children use the play
equipment . The Parks Manager continues to monitor noise levels and Environmental Health have
been requested to do likewise. Some of you have seen the letter to local residents on which there
is a paragraph alleging some harassment of young females. Young People Cornwall are aware of
this and are monitoring the whole situation.
The RHS has awarded some of the Friends' Groups certificates, which is an encouragement to
continue. Both groups are part of Growing Communities, which is a partnership between al
Prescribing and the RVS. This will involve vegetable growing with the community when Covid
restrictions are lifted.

Unfortunately, the Vice Chairman, Cllr Jacqui Butler, has had to resign from the council, so I
should like to thank her for her support and contribution to the committee. We are welcoming our
new councillor onto the committee, Cllr Tom Mainwairing Evans, but we have also lost Cllr Lucie
Jones, who has also left the council - so we are still one (wo)man down.

Parks and Amenities Committee
16 November 2020

Appendix B

Draft Policies and Objectives to Support Draft Management Plan for Open Spaces
The current draft management plan covers all aspects of works and community involvement,
for each site under the Countryside Rangers management. It acts as a platform to follow for
all future works and community involvement.
The proposal to make this document public, is to give not only guidance to the general
public, but also promote an understanding of what works are happening, when and why. It
also allows the public to make any further suggestions or challenge any works proposed.
A smaller, more scaled down document is to be produced, highlighting the overall aim of the
three sites and the vision of the Countryside Rangers work.
Accompanying this document, will be a list of objectives, policies and actions to simplify
management ideas, and to give a basic structure for the public, staff and councillors of Truro.
These objectives can be also linked to corporate objectives of Truro City Council.
Vision Statement –
Truro City Council is proactively managing its green spaces in order to maintain and
enhance its biodiverse rich landscapes, all whilst being enjoyed and utilized by the residents,
employees and visitors of Truro. We aim to enhance sustainable management of our
countryside while encouraging recreational and educational use for current and future
generations.
Objectives * Enhance the biodiversity of our green spaces.
Policy – Through evaluation of current flora and fauna and research, carry out practical
works with the aim of enhancing biodiversity at each of our sites. Pro-actively manage
invasive, non-native species, with the intent to reduce, eradicate and replace with native
species.
Action – Encourage the public to follow managed footpaths, to respect and follow any
guidance or signage displayed throughout the sites. Assess each non-native and invasive
species, reviewing their potential impacts to our sites and ability to spread to neighbouring
land. A management plan of invasive plants will be created if necessary, to enable us to
combat the issue.
*Encourage the public to enjoy our green spaces.
Policy – Develop and enhance footpaths, with the aim of maintaining them as practical as is
possible. Promoting our green spaces using social media and other forms of publication.
Encourage local crafts and arts within allocated green spaces, by local residents and the
wider public.
Action – Through the use of signage and social media networks, provide information on
areas or issues of concern. Encourage safe use of our green spaces, providing clear
footpaths and request the public to adhere to allocated sites for arts and craft works.
*Engage Local Schools to promote outdoor education.
Policy – work with local schools planning regular education and practical education sessions
within our green spaces relating to criteria provided by the schools to encourage pupils’
understanding and knowledge of nature.
Action – All sessions will follow the schools safeguarding procedures, and risk assess each
session to provide safe and enjoyable education.
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*Engage different community groups within practical and development work within
the woodland. Policy - Build relationships with local charities and community groups.
Develop regular volunteer sessions within our green spaces to helping to improve
participants wellbeing, and also receive help to develop sites alongside the management
plan.
Action - Adhere to and follow, all Risk Assessments and safeguarding procedures via the
City Council and each independent organisation. Develop suitable and inclusive sessions to
suit capabilities of each independent group.
*Maintain a litter free, clean site on all green spaces.
Policy – Encourage users of our green spaces to take litter away and maintain cleanliness of
our green spaces. Install bins where appropriate and provide education and guidance on
the impacts of litter with regards to nature.
Action – Organise regular litter picks within the community and review the locations of
current bins, installing extra bins if deemed appropriate, explore the potential use of fines
and signage to discourage littering.
*Create exciting new projects for local communities to be involved in.
Policy – Work alongside the City Councils community development team to promote and
provide a variety of volunteer sessions and projects to encourage local residents to use our
green spaces.
Action – Develop and adhere to Risk Assessments and method statements provided by the
City Council. Develop and maintain local ‘friends of’ groups for each site with regular
communication.
*Provide a safe environment and access for the public and local residents.
Policy – Continue to monitor trees adjacent to neighbouring properties and footpaths with
public safety in mind. Working alongside Truro City Councils contracted tree surgeon, carry
out all required works to trees of concern. Regularly assess footpaths and any timber work
on all sites to maintain safe access and use. Encourage public to report any issues of
concern and proactively respond to reports in a proactive manner.
Action – Comply with government guidelines and legislation related to timber construction
works such as boardwalks, bridges and seating and tree works and seek advice from tree
surveyors and tree surgeons when necessary. Ensure all work is carried out in accordance
with Health and Safety procedures provided by Truro City Council and Cornwall Council’s
tree officers.
*Create peaceful green spaces for wellbeing particularly aiming to help people with
mental health conditions.
Policy – Promote the inclusive use of our green spaces and the benefits to peoples’
wellbeing. Working alongside the community development team and health and well-being
officer, create and promote projects and sessions for the public to attend. Create
independent sensory areas within our greenspaces for people to find peace and tranquillity.
Action – Manage and maintain any sensory areas including wildflower and planted beds.
Allow natural regeneration for native flora and fauna and educate the public and users on
the benefits of nature.
*Protect local wildlife and encourage dog walkers to do so in a respectable manner.
Policy – Allow access to our green spaces for dog walkers with the premise that they do so
in a respectful manner for local wildlife and other users. Encourage the public to protect local
wildlife.
Action – No hunting of any kind allowed on any of our green spaces. Actively encourage the
public to report any hunting. Request dog users to collect and dispose of any dog faeces and
issue fines if applicable. Request dog walkers to be respectful around local wildlife.
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Health and Safety – Parks Department
Lockdown commencing 5 November
Following the lockdown announcement on 31 October a phone call was scheduled for
Monday 2 November to discuss what actions needed to be taken to comply with the Prime
Minister’s directive.
The Town Clerk, Parks and Amenities Manager, Deputy Park Manager and Compliance
Officer discussed each of the teams within the Parks Department in relation to the
government guidance that had been published following the lockdown announcement. Each
team, service and staff in vulnerable categories were discussed and the decisions were
made as follows:
Teams
Parks and Open Spaces

Work cannot be done from home so team can work as
normal.

Cafe

Offers takeaway service only and work cannot be done from
home so team can work as normal.

Maintenance Team

Work cannot be done from home so team can work as
normal.

Toilet Team

Work cannot be done from home so team can work as
normal.
Specific locations and services

Grave Digging

Duty to provide this service and staff available to do the job.

Toilets

Noted separately in Public Conveniences report (Item 12
refers) but service offered.

Playgrounds

Government guidance specifies these are to be left open.

Skateparks

Skateparks were not mentioned specifically in government
guidance. Skatepark England Issued advice on 5
November to close, which was followed.

Tennis Courts

Preparations made to close the Tennis Courts while
awaiting confirmation from the Lawn Tennis Association.
When confirmation was received the courts were closed.
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Vulnerable Categories

Clinically Extremely
Vulnerable

Staff in this category were told to work from home.

Clinically Vulnerable

Staff in this category (if known) were advised to work from
home if they were able. For those that were unable, their
risk assessment was reviewed and updated.

All staff were written to before the lockdown and asked to notify their Line Manager if they
fell into any of the Vulnerable Categories. This could then be followed up with the
Compliance Officer to provide a risk assessment.
Kate Bell
Compliance Officer
11 November 2020
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Public Conveniences - Update
Lockdown Commencing 5 November 2020
Following the Lockdown announcement on 31 October a phone call was scheduled for
Monday 2 November to discuss what actions needed to be taken to comply with the Prime
Minister’s directive. A decision was made to leave the review of the Toilet Service offering to
Monday 9 November to see how the lockdown affected activity in the City Centre. The
service offering is as below.
•

The open toilets are: The Green, The Leats, Old Bridge Street and the Parks
(Boscawen, Hendra and Victoria Gardens).

•

The closed toilets are: Lemon Street and Moorfield Car Park.

Notices have been put up on each closed toilet block with nearby toilets indicated.
The closed toilets are still being visited to carry out legionella control measures so that they
do not require a professional clean before they can be reopened.
Public Conveniences – Closures
Moorfield Car Park toilets were closed on 4 November 2020. This decision was made
following extensive vandalism to the car park, nuisance behaviour and drug taking causing
an unsafe work environment for the cleaning team. The situation is being monitored.
Lemon Street toilets were closed on 10 November 2020. The intention is to use the closure
to carry out repairs and replacements to the hand washing facilities as well as investigating
historic waste problems to see if they can be resolved.
Staffing
A member of staff began a phased return to work on 22 October. With 2 toilets closed and a
phased return to work in progress, we have been able to finish using the contract cleaners.
Feedback about the contract cleaners has been positive and they have proven their ability,
they are a future service option to cover absences.
Nuisance Behaviour
Cornwall Council is aware of the issue in Moorfield Car Park and taking steps to address
this.
The Toilet Cleaning Team have also reported examples of drug taking and sleeping in the
disabled toilets as well as associated behaviours.
These have been reported online so that the Police are seeing a true reflection of what is
happening. It has been impressed upon the Toilet Team they must call their Line Manager if
they witness anything and it can be reported on their behalf. If they feel threatened or see
evidence of a crime, they must move away and call 999 from a safe place.
Kate Bell
Compliance Officer
10 November 2020
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Parks and Amenities Manager’s Report:

Lions Club of Truro: 50th Anniversary 2021
At the 7 September meeting I reported that I would be meeting the Club President to discuss potential
locations for an anniversary planting display at Boscawen Park or Victoria Gardens, planted in blue and
yellow, the colours of Lions Club International. The meeting took place on 23 October and I am now in the
process of coming up with a design and costing for them to approve. Minute 161 refers.
Garden and Allotment Competition 2020 - Update
The Parks Administrative Assistant has been busy and sorted out the trophies, certificates and voucher
prizes and these have been posted to winners. Collection of trophies from the Library has also been
arranged (pre second lockdown) with the winners if they so wish.
Boscawen Park – Tennis Pavilion Project
We have been working closely with our architects over the last month and have progressed well. We are
also working with Sport England on claiming the Council’s grant. Sadly, we also received news that our
lead architect passed away last week. This will ultimately lead to some delays on the project.
Boscawen Park- Car Park
The Maintenance Team has been busy filling potholes in the car park. The car park is beginning to
deteriorate quickly and will need major works soon. We have been holding this off as we want the Pavilion
works to be completed before resurfacing. Services will need to be installed and further damage will be
caused during the construction process.
Parks Machinery and Equipment and Vehicle Plant Renewals Fund
Vehicles -The replacement ride-on mower has been delivered back to the dealer due to difficulties with
road registration and further documents have now been sent to the DVLA. I will also obtain costings for the
replacement of two Parks Department vehicles, the large van and small pick-up truck. We are also looking
to arrange a lease hire contract for an electric van for use by the Toilet Team. Purchasing does not make
sense as the battery has a ten-year life span and currently is not economically viable to replace.
Friends Groups
Coosebean – A virtual meeting was organised by the Countryside Ranger and Community Development
Officer on Tuesday 27 October 2020.
Daubuz Moor - A virtual meeting was organised by the Countryside Ranger and Community Development
Officer on Wednesday 28 October 2020.
Victoria Gardens - Bandstand and Shelter - Calibre Metalwork carried out a full condition survey on 14
October and I am now awaiting a detailed report and advice on their restoration.
Victoria Gardens - Use
Truro Cultural Compact (working with Salt Projects Ltd and Truro BID) – At the last meeting the Committee
granted permission for a community film workshop on 22 and 23 October subject to a number of conditions.
Following the meeting the Council was advised that use was no longer required on 22 October.
Tree Works
Tinney Drive – 8 and 9 October
Following the issue of a five day notice by Cornwall Council, the Council’s contractor carried out urgent tree
works to remove an ash tree in Tinney Drive which was showing signs of ash die-back, it had de-foliated
very early on in the autumn. The tree was also overhanging a property which raised significant concerns. I
notified neighbouring residents once confirmation of the works had been received firstly, by knocking on
doors and secondly by a letter drop. Local Councillors were also notified.
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Boscawen Park
Following permission granted by Cornwall Council, an aging Monterey Cyprus part of which was
overhanging the Scout Hut, will be felled by the Council’s contractor week commencing 23 November. Half
of the car park will be closed while the works are undertaken. The wood will be sawn into planks with a
view to being used to face the replacement tennis pavilion due to replace the old pavilion in the Park.
Work took place to remove the leaning pine tree along the Riverside Walk two weeks ago (also undertaken
by our contractors).
Staff have also recently attended a chainsaw refresher course at Boscawen Park car park which included
thinning out and selecting the best trees. The largest trees taken down will also be sawn into lengths for
use in the new Pavilion.
Second Lockdown Update
Following new central government restrictions implemented for the period 5 November to 2 December 2020
all staff are continuing to work as normal and some with improved risk assessments. The Cafe also
remains open at Boscawen Park for takeaway refreshments.
The tennis courts at Boscawen Park and Hendra Skatepark have been closed. We have had to erect Heras
style security fencing around the skate park because the original closure posters were ripped down and the
facilities continued to be used. All football bookings for this time period have been cancelled.
Playgrounds remain open and members of the public can continue to enjoy the Council’s open and green
spaces for their daily exercise. The Compliance Officer will also update the Committee on health and safety
during the continuing Covid-19 pandemic (Agenda item 11 refers.)
Under my delegated powers I agreed Breath Health and Fitness could undertake 1:1 personal training
07:00 – 09:00 Tuesdays to Fridays during the second lockdown finishing on 2 December 2020.
RECOMMENDED:
That the report be noted.

Richard Budge
Parks and Amenities Manager
11 November 2020
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Parks and Amenities Committee
16 November 2020

Appendix F
HIGH LEVEL PROJECT LIST

LOCATION

PROJECT

WORK REQUIRED

ACTION OWNER

TIMESCALE

Victoria
Gardens

Band Stand

Repair & refurbishment of bandstand
and top shelter. Small project which
the Group want to raise money for.
Detailed structural survey undertaken
by Calibre Metal Works. Detailed
report awaited,

Friends of Victoria
Gardens

Investigating –
review 2021

Replanting

The Parks Manager is due to visit the
Eden Project to look at design plans.

Parks and Amenities
Manager

2020

No Costing

RAM

Excavation and relocation to top by
weir gate. Own water supply.
Separate supply to town and RAM.

Parks and Amenities
Manager

2024

No Costing

All water features to be upgraded.

Parks and Amenities
Manager

New Build

Planning permission-building to match
house (see plans).

Parks and Amenities
Manager

2024
(Planning Lapsed)

Install new
Nursery

Steel frame building erected &
completed

Parks and Amenities
Manager is Project
Manager

2020 Q2

Idless

Install septic tank and drainage.
Tenders have been received & JB
Andrews contractor appointed to
begin work spring 2021.
Install
1. Glasshouses
2. Insultation
3. Irrigation
1

2024

COST
Once report
received
tenders will be
sought.

No Costing
No Costing
£178k + £26k
for extra
foundations

2020

£54, 893

2020

No Costing

Parks and Amenities Committee
16 November 2020
LOCATION

PROJECT

Appendix F
HIGH LEVEL PROJECT LIST
WORK REQUIRED

ACTION OWNER

TIMESCALE

COST

4. Heating
5. Surfacing
Boscawen Park
tennis facilities

Boscawen Park
Nursery

Daubuz Moor

Improvement
of tennis
facilities

Demolition of existing Tennis Pavilion

Works due to
commence January
2021

Grant & loan
received. 110k
Section 106
funding of 64k

Build New Tennis Pavilion with Café,
viewing area, modern changing &
public toilet facility

Parks and Amenities
Manager

2020/21

Staff facilities

Contract for new staff mess room,
toilet and shower facilities.

Parks and Amenities
Manager

Project completed

Clear site

Dismantle Greenhouse and
Polytunnels. Demolish wooden
greenhouse.

Parks and Amenities
Manager

2021

Future Project

Development of sports hall, visitor
attraction etc unknown.

Parks and Amenities
Manager

Planning to
commence 2021/22
as part of Towns
Fund Bid

Costs are being
sought

Bridge

Liaise with all relevant parties on
design, build and mitigating factors.
Negotiating licence with CC.

Led by Parks and
Amenities Manager
with Rosedale
Community Association

2020/21

£7,500 Section
106 Funding
allocated but
price TBC.

Pond

Planned and Installed

Parks and Amenities
Manager
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2020

£40K
Not Costed

Not Costed

Parks and Amenities Committee
16 November 2020

Appendix F
HIGH LEVEL PROJECT LIST

LOCATION

PROJECT

WORK REQUIRED

ACTION OWNER

Redannick
Park

Playpark
Installation

Final works on installation (weather
dependant) to reopen.

Parks and Amenities
Manager and Friends of
Redannick Park

Installation of
equipment
completed. New
path to be surface.
Contract let,
awaiting date to
commence.

£98,932.61

Tremorvah
Playing Field

Playpark

Install 5 Items of Play Equipment and
relocate fence

Parks and Amenities
Manager

Play equipment
installed. Fence
relocated.
Project complete.

£56,516.47

Beechwood
Parc

Maintenance
of land

Path works – measurement

Countryside Ranger

2020

Awaiting
quotations.

New friends’ group to be established

Countryside Ranger

2020

Nil

Create new allotments once land has
been transferred

Parks and Amenities
Manager

Awaiting Cornwall
Council to transfer
land

Treffry Road

Allotments
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TIMESCALE

COST

Section 106
Funding will be
available

Parks and Amenities Committee
16 November 2020

PARKS AND AMENITIES DEPARTMENT - PROJECTS CALENDAR

2020

Appendix G
Item 16

2021

BEECHWOOD – PATH MAINTENANCE (quotation awaited)
BOSCAWEN PARK – TENNIS FACLITIES
(awaiting final go- ahead)

VICTORIA GARDENS – BANDSTAND (REVIEW)
VICTORIA GARDENS – REPLANTING

BOSCAWEN PARK – STAFF FACILITIES (completed)

BOSCAWEN PARK NURSERY – CLEAR SITE

DAUBUZ MOOR – BRIDGE & POND
(held up through CC licence transfer)

IDLESS NURSERY – COMPLETE PROJECT

REDANNICK PARK – PLAYPARK (completed)
TREMORVAH – PLAYPARK (completed)
2022

2023

BOSCAWEN PARK NURSERY – FUTURE SITE
2024

2025

VICTORIA GARDENS – RAM AND WATER FEATURE

VICTORIA GARDENS – NEW BUILD

Updated 16.11.20
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ZOOM MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE HELD ON
MONDAY 23 NOVEMBER 2020 at 7:00 pm
PRESENT: Councillors Wells (Chairman), Biscoe (Mayor), Allen (Deputy Mayor), Mrs Callen,
Mrs Carlyon, Mrs Cox, Mrs Nolan, Rich, Roden, Ms Southcombe and Mrs Stokes
Also, in attendance: Roger Gazzard, Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer
Ms Joanne Trevelyan, Financial Officer
Councillors Mrs Neale, Nolan, Mrs Tudor and Webb
APOLOGIES: No apologies of absence were received.
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DISCLOSURE OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no disclosures or declarations of interest reported.
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MINUTES
The Minutes of the meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on 12
October 2020, having been before Council on 26 October 2020, were confirmed and
signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
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MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS APRIL TO OCTOBER 2020
The Town Clerk informed the Committee that the figures for the current month were as
expected and the changes following the last meeting of the Committee (12.10.20) had
been made. He explained both the work of the Council, and its financial transactions,
had been severely affected by the national lockdown measures caused by the
coronavirus. The impact was so severe that in July, based on the first three months’
transactions, the Council amended a number of its estimates. Again in October the
Council amended further estimates based on the first six months’ transactions. . The
first seven months showed an underspend of £2k. The Town Clerk explained that
considering the disruption to the income, this was excellent. Though the Council would
continue to face challenges to commercial income levels for the remainder of the
financial year, the Town Clerk remained confident the Council would achieve a break
even position. The November lockdown would once again reduce the Council’s income,
largely on TIC takings and Lemon Quay bookings. The Council was mitigating as much
as possible by using the government furlough scheme and currently ten staff were on
flexible furlough and two on complete furlough. In the projections the Town Clerk had
anticipated a final furlough payment of £1,000 per furloughed employee, which would be
received in February 2021. The government has delayed this payment due to the
extension of the furlough scheme which reduces the City Council’s anticipated income
for the year.
The Town Clerk commented that Cornwall Council has offered a grant system to help
Town and Parish Councils financially with lost income and additional cost because of
the coronavirus. He added that Cornwall Council is the only principal Council in the
country to offer this. He had been asked to submit a claim until the end of September for
expenditure and lost income (which nine parish councils had done so far across
Cornwall). He’d had a positive meeting with Cornwall Council and they were planning a
second phase covering expenditure and income up to the end of December. The claim
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was currently £111,000 and a further claim will be submitted for October, November and
December.
The Town Clerk confirmed he was still confident the City Council would break even this
year, though next year would be a challenge financially.
Council Tax
The Town Clerk explained that normally, because of the rise in the number of houses,
there would be an increase of about 2% on the Band D figure. He had just received the
latest figures from Cornwall Council which showed it was down by 1/3rd of 1% and the
Council Tax Support Grant which was £58,000 in the current year, would be £52,000
next year, £26,000 the following year and the year following that, it would be nil.
Clock Tower/Heritage Lottery
The Town Clerk informed the Committee the City Council could apply for a Heritage
Lottery grant in February and it was likely the Council would be the lead applicant.
Hall for Cornwall
The Town Clerk explained there was no timescale for the finishing of the works at
present and that the Clock Tower was the deciding factor of this. It was unknown how
much of the Clock Tower needed to be dismantled and a method statement advising on
how this is done was still outstanding.
Public Conveniences
Councillor Mrs Carylon asked why the figures for the public toilets were so high. The
Town Clerk confirmed the figures were down this year as only two toilets were kept
open throughout lockdown. A contractor was employed part time to assist with the extra
cleaning currently required and the budgets had been amended twice to take into
account the current covid situation.
Members asked for an update on the Changing Places Green Street toilet. The Town
Clerk explained that the Parks and Amenities Committee was setting out designs for this
and he hoped that it could be paid for out of the Towns Fund Grant Scheme and that it
would be a shame to pay out now when in 12-18 months it could be in a position where
it could be paid for. Members felt there was an urgency for this to be done. The
Chairman asked that the Chairman of the Parks & Amenities Committee included this as
an item for discussion on the agenda at the next meeting of the Parks & Amenities
Committee.
Thanks
The Committee expressed thanks to the Town Clerk and the Financial Officer on
balancing the books.
It was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Councillor Biscoe and
RECOMMENDED that the Report is noted.
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GRANTS
Appendix A (attached)
Grants Applications
The Chairman informed members that a meeting had been due to be held immediately
prior to this meeting. However, only one application had been received so it had been
added to the Finance & General Purposes Committee agenda. After general discussion,
members confirmed they thought the request was for a great cause and that the full
amount requested should be granted. A total of £691.51 was considered as the final
allocation.
It was proposed by Councillor Cox, seconded by Councillor Southcombe and
RECOMMENDED that the grant be allocated as per the Grants
Schedule.

274

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (TIC)
The Town Clerk explained to Members that it had been a difficult year for the TIC,
especially as they had to close again, although they would hopefully be re-opening
again next week. They continued to be busy responding to residents and visitors.
Membership had been a challenge as several members were no longer trading. The
Town Clerk said the current membership rate should remain the same due to financial
concern for members.
The Mayor congratulated the TIC on the work they had done and the helpful relationship
they have with BID and felt they had done a lot of work throughout the pandemic. He felt
there was a good case for doing market research and the need to be producing a range
of messages to encourage people back into the town centre.
Social media was suggested by Members as a great way of getting members of the
public to view the Council’s posts. The Town Clerk explained that the Christmas lights
switch on was viewed online 20,000 times. It was suggested by Councillor Allen that a
carol concert be held virtually, via Zoom from the Cathedral.
It was proposed by Councillor Biscoe, seconded by Councillor Ms Southcombe and
RECOMMENDED that the Town Clerk incorporates the need for market
research into his four-year plan.
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MALPAS COMMUNITY CENTRE LEASE
The Town Clerk informed the Committee that in July 2008 the Council agreed to lease
the above property from Carrick District Council, which had subsequently changed to
Cornwall Council. In turn the Council sublet the property to the Malpas Residents
Association.
It was reported to the committee last autumn that the Residents’ Association had
ceased to exist and therefore the Council’s lease was void. The Town Clerk explained
that since that time he had been seeking a new lessee for the property. The current use
of the property was largely managed by the Family Services department at Cornwall
Council with between two and three days use per week.
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In June, the Finance Committee confirmed an urgent procedure proposal that the
Council enter into a short-term agreement (4 months) for the Chaos Group to manage
the building and develop community uses. This had happened, although delayed by the
coronavirus lockdown.
Despite the restrictions due to coronavirus the Chaos Group had been working with the
community and the family services department to develop some activities.
The Town Clerk explained that the City Council had never received any rent, the
building was in a very usable condition, and that the Chaos Group were pleased to take
on the cost of the building. The Mayor asked if they could provide a regular report of
their activities and the Chairman asked if they could meet with the Community
Development Officer, which the Town Clerk confirmed they were doing fortnightly.
The Town Clerk recommended that the Council continue this arrangement with the
granting of a three year lease on the property to the Chaos Group at nil rent to allow
them to develop the activities as the country comes out of the restrictions. There would
be safeguards built into the agreement
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Cox, seconded by Councillor Roden and
RECOMMENDED that the Council enter into a three year lease with the
Chaos Group for the Malpas Centre at nil rent.
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TRURO TOWN DEAL BOARD
The Town Clerk reported that the Town Deal Board would be submitting an outline
report to the Government in January. If that was accepted by the Government, then
during the following 12 months the Town Deal Board would be looking at three things:
1.
2.
3.

Drawing up business plans for the project portfolio.
Undertaking detailed consultation about the project to determine what the public
want (being mindful this is an economic development).
How the projects would be delivered

He explained that the government anticipated a delivery company which would be set
up to deliver projects and they would initially expect this work to be carried out by
Cornwall Council. The Town Deal Board and the Chair and Vice-Chair believed it would
be more beneficial if this was carried out by the City Council which would ensure that
the work was focused on Truro and the interests of the population of Truro.
In terms of process, the City Council would accept taking ownership of a company,
which in turn would ensure the City Council would have control of who is involved and
what the company is doing. The Town Clerk pointed out that there was no obligation
and Cornwall Councill would take ownership if the City Council decided not to.
Some members felt that it was a good idea in principle although more detail was
required about where the funding was coming from and what risks there were for the
City Council, and wondered if the City Council would really have control.
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The Town Clerk explained that the City Council could engage people and decide how
the company should be set up, and felt that it would put the City Council in a very good
position if it was the Council that agreed to take ownership.
The Chairman informed members that it was still in the early stages, and the Council
would only be agreeing to an idea in principle at the moment. He confirmed it would be a
recommendation to Full Council.
It was proposed by Councillor Roden, seconded by the Chairman and
RECOMMENDED that it be agreed in principle that Truro City Council
form a community interest company to provide a delivery partnership for
the Town Deal Grants.
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TRAFFIC REGULATION ORDERS
The Town Clerk explained that Councillor Rich had requested that this item be put on
the agenda. He informed the Committee that some years ago the City Council applied
for Traffic Regulation Orders as a Council and several Orders were put forward, saving
money on the legal and consultation work. The downside was that the costs of
implementation were surprisingly high and in the end the Highways Department at
Cornwall Council paid. The Town Clerk asked Councillors if they wanted the City
Council to go for another Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) and to put forward any scheme
they wished to be considered.
At 8:07 pm Councillor Tudor left the meeting.
The Chairman asked if the Town Clerk had spoken to anyone at Cornwall Council
regarding this idea and if the Highways Department had the money to spend on
schemes to be included in a TRO. The Town Clerk informed the Committee that he had
spoken to Highways to ask if several schemes could go into one cost and they had
confirmed that would be the case.
Councillor Rich confirmed he was grateful to the Committee for listening to this idea and
explained that Truro had lost out on around £10,000.00 of highways funding which he
felt was unfair as highways schemes were needed.
Members supported the idea and suggested the Town Clerk should have a discussion
with Cornwall Council and inform them of the City Council’s interest.
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Allen and
RECOMMENDED that the City Council go ahead with the Traffic
Regulation Order and that the Town Clerk should engage with the Head
of Strategic Projects at Cornwall Council as part of the process.
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AUDIT AND RISK REPORTS
The Town Clerk asked the Committee to consider the annual Audit and Risk Report,
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laying out the reports that they would be looking at over next 12 months, including the
timescales for doing the reports and the role of the Committee for 2021.
It was proposed by Councillor Mrs Carlyon, seconded by the Chairman and
RECOMMENDED that the Committee approved the Audit and Risk
Programme for 2021.
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LANGARTH DEVELOPMENT
The Town Clerk explained that this item came from Cornwall Council’s proposal on
Stewardship and Governance for the above development and that there were serious
concerns over what Cornwall Council was proposing.
Councillor Roden informed the Committee that at the meeting of Cornwall Council’s
Cabinet on Wednesday 4th November a paper connected to the Langarth Garden
Village masterplan was presented to the Cabinet. The paper made certain
proposals regarding the governance and stewardship of the Garden Village. The report
was an options appraisal which proposed the setting up of alternative management
bodies, for example community interest companies or trusts etc, however there was no
role for either Truro City Council or Kenwyn Parish Council. In the previous week, the
City Council had received a presentation from Mr Birchall, the project lead, but
unfortunately there was no mention of this paper, which Councillor Roden felt was very
worrying.
The Mayor explained the great value in the partnership the City Council has with
Kenwyn Parish Council and that it puts the City Council in a strong position in terms of
planning and development. The Mayor suggested the City Council writes to Cornwall
Council, together with Kenwyn Parish Council, to express shock that neither parish
council had been consulted which affected the Council’s ability to provide services to the
public.
The Town Clerk and the Mayor agreed to meet with the Clerk and Chairman of Kenwyn
Parish Council and discuss this with them.
It was proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Roden and
RECOMMENDED that the Town Clerk and Mayor meet with Kenwyn
Parish Council and put together a letter to Cornwall Council expressing
the parish councils’ joint concerns.
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CORRESPONDENCE
The Town Clerk reported that he had received a letter from Cornwall Council regarding
Community Governance stating that a panel had met to consider the Electoral Review
Panel’s recommendations on the Community Governance Review and the next step
was for Cornwall Council to draft a re-organisation order, which would be re-considered
next year after the elections.
The letter explained that the next step is for Cornwall Council to draft a Re-organisation
Order, and seek the consent of the Local Government Boundary Commission for
England to implement any changes relating to those parishes listed in the Cornwall
(Electoral Changes) Order 2019, together with any related alterations to those electoral
division boundaries which are no longer coterminous with the parish boundaries.
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The letter was noted.
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING – FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE
The Chairman confirmed the next Committee meeting would be held via the Zoom
platform on Monday 18 January 2021 starting at 7.00pm.
The meeting closed at 8:36pm

------------CHAIRMAN
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To:

The Mayor
(Councillor B Biscoe)
Deputy Mayor (Councillor Mrs J Allen)
and Members of the
GRANTS SUB-COMMITTEE:
Councillors Mrs Carlyon, Mrs Cox, Rich, Roden, Ms Southcombe and Wells

A

SCHEDULE OF GRANT APPLICATIONS – November 2020
Applicant/Purpose of Request

Requested
£

CHBN Community Radio
1

Total cost of project £691.51.

£691.51

MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD 1 DECEMBER 2020
at 7.00 pm via ZOOM VIRTUAL MEETINGS
PRESENT:

Councillors Allen, Mrs Carlyon, Ellis, Nolan, Pascoe, Mrs Swain, Vella
(Chairman) and Wells

APOLOGIES: Apologies of absence were reported from Councillors Mainwaring-Evans,
Tamblyn and Webb
Also in attendance: Sam Nicholson, Sam Irving and Mel Brain – Chough House
(PA20/09699);
James Wood, Rob Orchard, Spyridon Katsaros – Carrick House, Pydar Street
(PA20/00963)
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DISCLOSURES OR DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
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PLANNING MINUTES
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held 5 November 2020 were
considered a correct record with the addition that Councillor Wells had advised
Councillor Mrs Swain that as she did not live near to the application at Beechwood
Parc (PA20/08658), she was able to speak on the application and vote.
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PLANNING CONSULTATION
(a) Schedule 1A
Further to all Councillors of Truro City Council being given the opportunity to submit
comments to applications in their Ward (by an agreed deadline), and for Members of
the Planning Committee to comment on this Schedule prior to publication of the
agenda for this meeting, it was proposed by Councillor Vella (Chairman) that it be
unanimously
RESOLVED that the recommendations contained within Schedule 1A,
as proposed by the Chairman, be adopted by the Planning
Committee.
(b) Schedule 1B
Further to all Councillors of Truro City Council being given the opportunity to submit
comments to applications in their Ward (by an agreed deadline), and for Members of
the Planning Committee to comment on this Schedule prior to publication of the
agenda and at the meeting having heard the comments of the TCAAC, it was
proposed by Councillor Vella (Chairman) that it be unanimously
RESOLVED that the recommendations contained within Schedule 1B,
as proposed by the Chairman, be adopted by the Planning
Committee.
(c) Schedule 2
The Committee considered plans submitted in accordance with the planning
consultation procedure, details of which are attached (Schedule 2), and, that it be
RESOLVED that Cornwall Council be informed of the following
recommendations as voted upon by Truro City Council’s Planning
Committee: (i) Chough House, River Street (1)
(PA20/09699)
Unanimous approval recommended.
Proposer: Councillor Vella
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After the vote was taken, the officers and agents for this application left the meeting.
(ii) Carrick House, Pydar Street (2)
(PA20/00963)
Approval recommended for the outline application with substantial reservations.
Although the Committee welcomed the line-of-sight views, it had severe misgivings
over the massing of the proposed buildings (height and volume), and wished to see
the larger buildings at the bottom of the development and the shorter at the top.
Proposer: Councillor Nolan
Seconder: Councillor Wells
Councillors Mrs Carlyon and Mrs Swain wished for their names to be recorded as
having voted against the above recommendation.
After the vote was taken, the officers and agents for this application left the meeting.
Councillor Nolan left the meeting at 7:55pm
(iii) 57 Treworder Road (3)
(PA20/01987)
Unanimous approval to the proposed alterations on the condition the accommodation
is ancillary to the main dwelling, and that the artificial cladding is substituted by
render to match the existing.
Proposer: Councillor Vella (Chairman)
(iv) 15 Victoria Square (4)
(PA20/05164)
Approval recommended subject to the removal of the ground floor store beneath the
stairs as it was a potential fire hazard. Members also sought clarification on the
number of flats as the application stated four and yet the plans showed 2.
(v) 14 High Cross (5)
(PA20/07593)
Unanimous approval for the change of use application subject to there being no
illuminated signs or lighting as per the comments of the TCAAC.
Proposer: Councillor Vella (Chairman)
(vi) 21 Union Place (6a & b)
(PA20/08925 & PA20/08926)
Approval recommended subject to the comments of the TCAAC that state ‘members

felt that the use of UPVC rainwater goods and aluminium windows and doors on
the ground floor are not appropriate for a Listed Building within a Conservation
Area.’
Proposer: Councillor Mrs Swain
Seconder: Councillor Ellis

(vii) 4 Benson Road (7)
(PA20/09383)
Unanimous refusal for the proposed dwelling on the grounds of the loss of the garden
and the proposal constituting overdevelopment and that it would create an
unacceptable precedent that could over time result in a new cramped street.
Proposer: Councillor Wells
Seconder: Councillor Pascoe
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(viii) Land SE of Park & Ride, Threemilestone (8)
(PA20/09599)
Approval recommended.
Proposer: Councillor Vella (Chairman)
Councillor Mrs Carlyon wished to have her name recorded as having voted against
the above recommendation, and Councillor Mrs Swain abstained.
(ix) 12 Princes Street (9)
(PA20/09694)
Approval recommended for the refurbishment of the shop front though Members
asked for the top window not to be painted yellow, and that the green tiles be
reconsidered as they were not considered appropriate for the Conservation Area (as
per the comments from the TCAAC).
Proposer: Councillor Vella (Chairman)
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman reported that at the meeting of the Truro and Kenwyn Neighbourhood
Development Plan Steering Group earlier that afternoon, a vote to align the positions
of the two Councils, and that would allow for the Plan to move forward, had been lost.
The chairman was waiting on an update from the Town Clerk as to what happened
during the rest of the meeting.
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CORRESPONDENCE
Woodland Heights
The Chairman read out an email from a neighbour concerned about issues
surrounding works at Woodland Heights (PA18/02262) that had not been resolved,
and regarding an appeal for the same property (PA20/04528), asking if the
Committee would consider reiterating their refusal for the original application.
Following discussion, during which Members agreed their position still stood,
Councillor Vella (Chairman) agreed to write an email to the Appeals Officer
reiterating the Committee’s views.
AONB Management Plan (Minute 248, page 120, 5.11.20 refers)
Councillor Mrs Carlyon, who had been asked to consider a response to the above
along with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Committee, read out some of her
thoughts to the AONB Management Plan and pointed out there were 22 questions to
be answered by the closing date (6 December). Councillor Biscoe (Mayor) agreed to
liaise with Councillor Mrs Carlyon in formulating a response which they would submit
on behalf of the Committee.
The meeting closed at 8:57pm.

----------------------------------------------CHAIRMAN
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Schedule 1A
PLANNING APPLICATIONS – FOR THE MEETING OF 1 DECEMBER 2020
SCHEDULE 1A – To Receive a Single Recommendation for the Entire Schedule at the Meeting.
If Members of the Planning Committee wish for an application to be transferred to Schedule 2, please inform the Chairman and Clerk by Wednesday 25th November
at 5pm for it to be included on the agenda. Please use material planning considerations only.
If the recommendation already states “transfer to schedule 2” there is no need to comment further on this application until the meeting.
Application Details

Proposal

Ward

Comments from Case Officers

(1) PA20/01987
57 Treworder Road
Mr and Mrs A Williams
(2) PA20/09361
31 Treffry Road
Mr Hay

Alterations to form additional first floor
bedroom

Redannick

Claire Broughton:

Replacement of existing conservatory with
an extension to an end-of-terrace dwelling

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

(3) PA20/09430
2 Chirgwin Road
Mr Douglas Read

To fell Weeping Birch tree subject to TPO

Tregolls

Claire Broughton:

(4) PA20/09542
6 Daubuz Close, Kenwyn
Mr Randall & Miss
Barratt

Proposed rear extension to bungalow and
garage

Trehaverne

Sophie Rogers:

1

Recommendation from
Chairman/
Vice-Chairman &
Councillors
Schedule 2
Approval
recommended subject
to there being no
sustainable objection
from the neighbour to
the east (no,32 Treffry
Road)
Refusal recommended
on the grounds that
there is no
professional report that
might justify felling of a
healthy mature tree
that has high public
amenity value.
Approval
recommended

Schedule 1A
(5) PA20/09525
15 Redannick Crescent
Mr J Wingfield

Single storey extension with internal
modifications

Redannick

Janice Taylor: The proposal seeks to
replace an existing single storey rear
extension, I do not have any initial
concerns with the proposal.

(6) PA20/09383
4 Benson Road
Mrs K Pryor
(7) PA20/09505
Nampara, Nampara Way
Mr & Mrs Pickering

Proposed dwelling

Trehaverne

Tim Marsh:

2 storey flat roofed extension to form a
ground floor study and enlarge a bedroom

Tregolls

Janice Taylor:

(8) PA20/00963
Carrick House, Pydar
Street
Mr Phil Mason

Outline planning application with all matters
reserved for up to 320 dwellings, up to 400
student bed spaces, up to 21,000sqm of
floor space to include leisure, office, hotel,
community, small retail,
education/innovation and food and
beverage units and associated works
including Environmental Impact
Assessment.

Boscawen

Matthew Doble:

(9) PA20/10012
Sunrise, 94A Chirgwin
Road
Mr & Mrs Allam

Proposed mobility scooter store with solar
panels to the new roof

Tregolls

Sophie Rogers:

Approval
recommended

Tregolls

Janice Taylor:

Approval
recommended

(10) PA20/10165
Proposed tree works to T1 Maple / T4 Pine /
Wide Grass Verge
T5 Oak / G1 Pine
between St Clements Hill
and Chirgwin Road
Kevin Bryant, Cormac

2

Approval
recommended subject
to any sustainable
objections from the
neighbours
Schedule 2
Approval
recommended subject
to any sustainable
objections from the
neighbours
Schedule 2

Schedule 1A
(11) PA20/09599
Land SE Of Park and
Ride Threemilestone
Mr Phillip Mason
Strategic Director
Economic Growth and
Development

Construction of an energy centre,
incorporating electricity substation and
battery storage ,ancillary groundwork,
Landscaping with a new vehicular access
from the Langarth park and ride site
.Proposals include new pedestrian route
from the park and ride incorporating a
viewing area of the energy centre including
a Environmental Statement.

Kenwyn

Matt Doble:

3

Schedule 2

Schedule 1B
PLANNING APPLICATIONS – FOR THE MEETING OF 1 DECEMBER 2020
SCHEDULE 1B – APPLICATIONS WITHIN THE CONSERVATION AREA/LISTED BUILDING APPLICATIONS
These applications have been seen by ward members/Planning Committee within the month and therefore have recommendations (far right column). However,
following recommendations from the Truro Conservation Area Advisory Committee, these applications may be revisited, upon request, at the Planning Committee
meeting.
This schedule (minus any applications revisited at the meeting) will then receive a single ‘en-bloc’ recommendation as per Schedule 1A
If Members of the Planning Committee wish for an application to be transferred to Schedule 2, please inform the Chairman and Clerk by Wednesday 25th November at
5pm
for it to be included on the agenda. Please use material planning considerations only.
If the recommendation already states “transfer to schedule 2” there is no need to comment further on this application until the meeting.
Application Details

Proposal

Ward

Comments from Case Officers

(1)(a) PA20/08925
21 Union Place
Janet Skinnard

Removal of existing rear store and single
storey rear extension. Construction of
extension forming a kitchen/dining area at
ground floor level and a bathroom at first
floor level.

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

Recommendation from
Chairman/
Vice-Chairman &
Councillors
Schedule 2

(b) PA20/08926
21 Union Place
Janet Skinnard
(2) PA20/07593
14 High Cross
Mr David Westaway,
Red Elephant Beer
Cellar Ltd

Listed Building Consent for the above.

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

Schedule 2

Change of use from current use E(a) and
A1 to mixed use E(a), A1 and A4 to enable
sale of alcohol for consumption on or off the
premises.

Boscawen

Sophie Rogers:

Schedule 2

1

Schedule 1B
(3) PA20/09629
Brucefield House, Agar
Road
Mr John Marshall

Proposed single storey extension

Boscawen

Martin Woodley: I have reviewed the
scheme and it looks as though the single
storey flat roofed addition is on the rear in
a more discrete location and context and
as such there would be a minimal impact
on the street scene, neighbours and wider
conservation area character given the
well-screened nature of the site along
Agar Road and the elevated ground levels
to the rear. The addition appear to be
appropriately detailed in respect of the
parapet enclosure, glazing, wildflower
green roof and external finishes
Jeremy Content:

Approval
recommended subject
to any requirements of
the conservation
officer and the TCAAC

(4) PA20/05164
15 Victoria Square
Mr J Beeching

Listed building consent for proposed change Boscawen
of use of first and second floor to 4 bedsits
with reinstatement of existing door at
ground floor level.

(5) PA20/09694
12 Princes Street
Mr Raj Manek,
Loungers UK Ltd
(6) PA20/09699
Chough House, River
Street
Cornwall Council

Refurbishment of shopfront

Boscawen

Tim Marsh:

Schedule 2

Conversion of office to a Safe Place to Stay
facility comprising 9 single bedrooms with
ensuite bathrooms and 2 emergency rooms,
staff areas, interview rooms and ancillary
spaces, installation of air source heat pump
and photo voltaic panel array to roof

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

Schedule 2

2

Schedule 2

Schedule 2
PLANNING APPLICATIONS – FOR THE MEETING OF 1 DECEMBER 2020
SCHEDULE 2 – Applications to be considered at the Meeting.
Application Details

Proposal

Ward

Comments from Case Officers

(1) PA20/09699
Chough House, River
Street
Cornwall Council

Conversion of office to a Safe Place to
Stay facility comprising 9 single bedrooms
with ensuite bathrooms and 2 emergency
rooms, staff areas, interview rooms and
ancillary spaces, installation of air source
heat pump and photo voltaic panel array to
roof

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

Recommendation
from Chairman/
Vice-Chairman &
Councillors
Approval

(2) PA20/00963
Carrick House, Pydar
Street
Mr Phil Mason

Outline planning application with all
matters reserved for up to 320 dwellings,
up to 400 student bed spaces, up to
21,000sqm of floor space to include
leisure, office, hotel, community, small
retail, education/innovation and food and
beverage units and associated works
including Environmental Impact
Assessment.

Boscawen

Matthew Doble:

Conditional Approval

(3) PA20/01987
57 Treworder Road
Mr and Mrs A Williams

Alterations to form additional first floor
bedroom

Redannick

Claire Broughton:

Conditional Approval

1

Schedule 2
(4) PA20/05164
15 Victoria Square
Mr J Beeching

Listed building consent for proposed
change of use of first and second floor to 4
bedsits with reinstatement of existing door
at ground floor level.

Boscawen

Jeremy Content:

Conditional Approval

(5) PA20/07593
14 High Cross
Mr David Westaway,
Red Elephant Beer
Cellar Ltd
(6)(a) PA20/08925
21 Union Place
Janet Skinnard

Change of use from current use E(a) and
A1 to mixed use E(a), A1 and A4 to enable
sale of alcohol for consumption on or off
the premises.

Boscawen

Sophie Rogers:

Conditional Approval

Removal of existing rear store and single
storey rear extension. Construction of
extension forming a kitchen/dining area at
ground floor level and a bathroom at first
floor level.

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

Conditional Approval

(b) PA20/08926
21 Union Place
Janet Skinnard
(7) PA20/09383
4 Benson Road
Mrs K Pryor
(8) PA20/09599
Land SE Of Park and
Ride Threemilestone
Mr Phillip Mason
Strategic Director
Economic Growth and
Development

Listed Building Consent for the above.

Boscawen

Claire Broughton:

Proposed dwelling

Trehaverne

Tim Marsh:

Refusal

Construction of an energy centre,
incorporating electricity substation and
battery storage ,ancillary groundwork,
Landscaping with a new vehicular access
from the Langarth park and ride site
.Proposals include new pedestrian route
from the park and ride incorporating a
viewing area of the energy centre
including a Environmental Statement.
Refurbishment of shopfront

Kenwyn

Matt Doble:

Approval

Boscawen

Tim Marsh:

Conditional Approval

(9) PA20/09694
12 Princes Street
Mr Raj Manek,
Loungers UK Ltd
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A
Town Clerks Report
Council 7th December 2020
Financial Position
The Finance & General Purposes Committee reviewed the budget based on
transactions to the end of October. The estimates agreed in January have been
amended in July and again in October to reflect the impact of coronavirus. The figure
to the end of October show a £2k underspend against the estimates as revised.
We have received confirmation from the statutory auditor that our 2019-20 accounts
are agreed without amendment. I will be reporting in more detail to the next Finance
& General Purposes Committee but the audit notice is on our website as required by
law.

Healthy Streets Consultation
The Finance & General Purposes Committee set up a working group of Councillors to
work with the research company to agree consultation questions and then work with
the research company through the process up to the point where the company issues
a report on its findings to the Council.
The September Council approved the appointment of consultants to carry out this
work. The working group has met again with the consultant who provided a
comprehensive review of the work to date. The fieldwork is progressing well and we
are anticipating the final report from the consultant in the next fortnight.

Towns Deal Board
Delivery of Accelerator Projects, (Boscawen Park pavilion, St. Clement St. Day
Centre, Mobile Stage, City Centre Infrastructure improvements)
The City Council is responsible for delivery of the above schemes before the end of
the financial year.
Infrastructure (£198k)
• New seating and benches (up to 100)
• New cycle racks and storage for 100 bikes
• Parklets, individually designed.
Work continues on the design and location of each of these elements and a
planning/conservation application is being prepared.
Mobile Stage (£82k)
• New stage on trailer
• New audio equipment and lighting
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•

Construction of garage.

The tender for the stage has been advertised with a closing date of the coming Friday.
St. Clement Street Day Centre (£110k)
The contractor is on site with a completion date at the end of February.
Boscawen Park Pavilion contribution (£60k)
There has been an unforeseen delay to this project and we are now working on
advertising the tender prior to Xmas. Discussions are ongoing with Cornwall Council,
in its capacity as S151 accountable body, regarding payment of the grant

City Centre-Covid Marshalls
Cornwall Council has provided Covid marshalls for the City Centre which will remain
until at least Xmas.

Covid 19 Pedestrian Management
Our pedestrian management in the City Centre was paused during the lockdown due
to the majority of City centre shops being closed. It has now recommenced. The
weekly review meetings continue to monitor the situation.

Council Vacancy
We have received confirmation from the Cornwall Council election office that our
vacancy in the Boscawen Ward may now be filled by co-option. We will therefore be
co-option at the January Council.
Recommendation
That the report is noted.
Roger Gazzard
Town Clerk
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Tremorvah Playing Field – Update Report
I've been monitoring the area at Tremorvah over a period of a couple of weeks and during
these monitoring sessions I have not noticed any active congregation of teenagers in the
playing field area.
The area has predominantly been used by school children during my visits. Many parents
were with their children, and at no time were there children on their own.
I made two night-time visits, which took place on Friday 13th November at 8.31pm, during
which there were no users in the area at all, and on Wednesday 18th November at an earlier
time of 5.10 pm, where I met one dog walker.
I was challenged on two occasions by parents (rightly so) when I was conducting my
monitoring, and I was asked what I was ‘up to with [my] mobile phone’. I explained that I
was monitoring noise levels following concerns being raised. As you can imagine, the
parents were against any equipment being removed and they were full of congratulations on
achievements of the Friends group and the Council.
Recordings were taken on my visits and can be made available upon request.
Following a letter drop by the residents of Murdoch Close, encouraging people to contact the
City Council with complaints, I can confirm that no complaints have been received in any
form. The City Council was contacted by one resident who stated they were in complete
support of the project and put a post on social media (Facebook). There was a debate within
the comments of the post, where people stated it was unfair the letter was signed by the
residents of Murdoch Close, and as residents of Murdoch Close themselves, they were not
consulted and had not agreed with the contents of the letter.
Conclusion
In my previous advice to the Council, I noted I expected the situation would calm down
during the winter period and this seems to have been proven during my visits.
The City Council has not received any complaints from the original complainants or any
other residents in the area since the last meeting, although the Council did receive an email
of concern from a workman from one of the residents.
Recommendation
My recommendations are either:
1) That we revisit the situation in the springtime as agreed previously by Council, when
the light evenings come in, and the equipment stays where it is until this time.
OR
2) The Council notes the two complaints received, does nothing further and supports
the project as it stands.
Richard Budge
Parks and Amenities Manager, Dec 2020.

Council
7th December 2020
Truro Town Deal Board
Background
The Town Deal Board is currently preparing the Town Investment Plan for
submission to the government in January. This is an outline proposal containing
a general narrative and a portfolio of projects in outline. If successful we will
hear in March and then have a year to draw up detailed business plans for each
of the projects.
The titles for the current project portfolio are; •
•
•
•
•

New Life for City Centre Buildings
Sustainable Transport
Truro Harbours and Lemon Quay
Boscawen Health and Wellbeing Hub
Future Truro

Each project requires a lead organisation, a role of which is yet to be defined in
detail and will vary project by project, an indeed will need input from the
accountable body for the Town Deal, Cornwall Council and agreement with the
Town Deal Board. Importantly, there is the question of cost recovery. The Town
Deal grants are capital and therefore the question remains how the initial
development costs are recovered. There is a government grant which has been
given to Cornwall Council but this is unlikely to be sufficient.
In addition, below I am recommending the Council agree to the outline
objectives for the Boscawen Project to go forward in the Town Investment Plan
to the government.
Lead Organisation
I am recommending below that the City Council is the lead organisation for the
Boscawen Health and Wellbeing Hub project, and the New Life for City Centre
Buildings project.
The reasoning is different for each. The Boscawen project is being built on land
that we own and must sit alongside services and facilities that we currently
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manage and will continue to manage. The City Council is best placed to
understand the reasons why the Park is so important to the residents of the City
and therefore able to ensure the new facilities build on that success. Later in the
report I have listed outline objectives for the project which I am recommending
that the Council agree at this stage. One of these is the development of a
showcase for horticulture which will attract residents and visitors. We are the
lead organisation for horticulture in the City and have the capability to develop
such a showcase.
I have added in Appendix 1 a draft list of duties and responsibilities linked to the
lead organisation role for this project.
The New Life for City Centre Buildings project will be managed by the community
interest company considered by the Finance & General Purposes Committee. As
an organisation we are unique in having agreed policies for the City Centre, both
in terms of the success of the economy and the need to preserve the heritage
of the past. The Planning and conservation committees will be involved during
the repurposing of buildings and therefore will play a crucial role. As lead body
we will be able to ensure a smooth process. These policies are included in the
approved Neighbourhood Development Plan and the revised Plan under
consideration makes little change. In drawing up the constitutional document
for the company we can ensure that these matters are taken into account.
I have added in Appendix 2 a draft list of duties and responsibilities linked to the
lead organisation role for this project.
Boscawen Health and Wellbeing Hub
This project provides an opportunity to improve the facilities at the park for both
residents and visitors.
At present there is much flexibility in the plans and drawings and in effect we
have a year to ensure that the final project fulfils the City Council aspirations as
well as meeting the criteria of the Towns Deal grant.
In outline the main objectives are as follows; • To create an indoor sports and activity hub.
• To create a botanical house and horticultural showcase.
• Improve the changing facilities for users of the sports pitches.
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• Improve the playing surfaces of the sports pitches.
• Provide a hospitality area, including bar and café.
• Improve the flood protection adjacent to the river.
There are other potential improvements that could be delivered either
alongside the Town Deal work or included.
At this point the time I am recommending the Council agree to the above
objectives to take the project forward.
Recommendations
1 That the City Council agrees to be the lead organisation for the Boscawen
Health & Wellbeing Hub and the New Life for City Centre buildings subject to
there being no cost implications impacting on the Precept.
2 That the City Council agrees to the objectives of the Boscawen Health and
Wellbeing Hub project and agrees that it is included in the portfolio of projects
for the bid submission to the government.
Roger Gazzard
Town Clerk
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Appendix 1
Role of Lead Body
Boscawen Health & Wellbeing Hub
Business Planning Stage
1. Working with Towns Deal Board to ensure the project fits within the criteria
for the grant: Transformational, Deliverable, Affordable.
2. Ensure project
3. Submit a planning application(s) as required. Liaising with Planners to ensure
that the proposed structures and access matters such as car parking are
acceptable.
4. Working with architects, cost consultants, and construction specialists to
ensure project is affordable and deliverable.
5. Draw up detailed, and robust financial plans including a risk assessment, as
required by HM Treasury requirements, and the section 151 officer at
Cornwall Council.
6. Consult with stakeholders and the public on the proposals.
7. Negotiate with funders on the proposals maximising grant potential (in
addition to Towns Deal grant).
Delivery Phase
1. Prepare tender documents for various contracts, and tender as required by
procurement rules.
2. Engage a project manager and contract supervision staff as required.
3. Engage contractor(s) and ensure project is constructed within timescales
required by Towns Deal.
4. Manage cash flow for project.
5. Report as required to stakeholders.

Page 4 of 5

Appendix 2
Role of lead Body
New Life for City Centre Buildings
Business Planning Stage
1. To set up community interest company to deliver projects ensuring the
governance documents require: • The company works within the Towns Deal Board criteria set for the
project.
• The company works within the policies laid out in the Truro & Kenwyn
Neighbourhood Plan.
• Ensure that the Company has robust financial control and risk
procedures as required by HM Treasury and Cornwall Council S151
officer.
• Ensure the company has directors who bring the necessary
competency and experience in property development, finance, legal,
and commercial investment.
• Carry out public consultation on the project.
Delivery Phase
1
2

3

To ensure regular reporting (3 monthly intervals) from the company
on activities and financial position.
To report as required to the Towns Deal Board and Cornwall Council
S151 officer, on the activities of the company, the outputs from its
work, and its financial position.
In general, to carry out the functions of the owner of a business.
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Trustee of Furniss Coal Charity
7th December 2020
Background
Please note that during consideration of this item the Council is acting as the Trustee
of the above charity.
To carry out the routine business of the charity a number of councillors are appointed
annually to form the charity distribution committee.
The committee met in September and discussed the potential of widening the
charity’s objectives to include fuels other than coal. The following resolution was
passed; RECOMMENDED that
i) the Furniss Coal Distribution Charity adopt a practical way to
distribute a useful energy source to Truro residents;
ii) Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer seek legal advice
about changing the current scheme;
By way of reminder the current wording of the governing document for the charity,
which is an extract of the last will and testament of John Cooper Furniss dated 1888
states; “I give and bequeath unto the Mayor aldermen and burgesses for the time being of
the City of Truro one hundred of my shares in the Furniss and Company Biscuits
Factory Limited to be for ever hereafter held by them Upon Trust to expend the
income arising therefrom in the purchase of Coals which I direct shall be distributed
annually during inclement weather amongst the poor of the said City.”
The legal advice has been received and considered by a meeting of the distribution
committee in November
The advice is as follows: 1 the Trustee should not provide help for other fuels without changing the charity's
objects, as this would amount to a breach of trust.
2 We could use a statutory power in the Charities Act 2011 to update its charitable
objects. This power allows an unincorporated charity with an annual income of less
than £10k to change its objects by a resolution of its trustee(s). The Commission is
notified of the change after the resolution has been passed and then has 60 days in
which to raise queries / concerns. In order to exercise this statutory power the
trustee(s) must be of the view that it's in the best interests of the charity to amend its
objects, and the revised objects must be as similar in character to those that are
being replaced.
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3 The following is a suggestion for the revised wording: -.
To prevent and relieve poverty or financial hardship by using the income of the
charity to make grants to people living in the city of Truro who are in fuel
poverty, or at risk of being in fuel poverty.
"Fuel poverty" means the inability to afford or access adequate energy
services.
There is a degree of uncertainty as to how the Commission will respond given that it
has refused a previous attempt to the amend the objects. However, on the face of it,
the trustee has a strong case as to why the proposed change of objects is in the
charity's best interests.
Once the objects are amended the trustees can expect a far greater number of
people to be eligible for the grant. As with the current position the trustees will need
to find some way of confirming that any potential recipient of a grant is (i) in financial
hardship; and (ii) a resident of Truro. A referral from a city food bank or similar
charity, that has already assessed people as being in need, would seem like a
sensible approach. It may be that the trustees need to introduce a further criteria.
Recommendation
That the Trustee agrees to apply to the Charity Commission for an amendment to
the objects, as above, to allow for charity to relieve financial hardship for payments
of fuel other than for coal.
Roger Gazzard
Town Clerk
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MEETING OF THE FURNISS COAL DISTRIBUTION COMMITTEE
HELD 23 NOVEMBER 2020 at 6:30pm
PRESENT:

Councillors Biscoe (Mayor), Mrs Allen (Deputy Mayor), Ellis, Rich, Ms Southcombe,
Mrs Swain and Mrs Tudor
Roger Gazzard Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer

APOLOGY:

Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor Mrs Eathorne-Gibbons

1

DISCLOSURE OR DECLARATION OF INTEREST
There were no disclosures or declarations of interest reported.

2

AN UPDATE FROM THE COUNCIL’S LEGAL ADVISOR
The Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer had sought legal advice about the possibility of
changing the current Furniss Coal scheme to enable the distribution of other sources of
energy in addition to coal. The solicitor had confirmed that any change to the scheme would
need to be agreed by the Charity Commissioner following a resolution in Council. Any
distribution contrary to the current scheme would amount to a breach of trust. The last time
the trustees had contacted the charity commissioner the law on the ban of coal burning had
not been so imminent. Members hoped that they would now agree to amend the original
wording to include the possibility of providing an alternative source of energy to reduce fuel
poverty. Members discussed the possibility of distributing grants to provide fuel support for
local residents rather than bags of coal. However, the criteria to decide who was in most need
would be a challenge as members felt the uptake of the grants would increase.
Members discussed the need to provide heating support to residents in a way that allowed
dignity and privacy, asking for bank details to make directs payments would not help all those
in need. Offering an envelope of cash to help heat homes would be more helpful but would
need a robust criterion that agents could manage and use to distribute funds for coal.
Members discussed the difficulty of this and agreed that, should the charity be arranged for
2020/21, all support given must be within the realms of the original distribution charity scheme
and link back to providing only coal. Therefore 2020/21 distribution would need to reflect the
provision of coal to those in, or risk of being in, fuel poverty.

3

ACTIONS
The Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer suggested that payments of £40 be made
directly into residents’ bank accounts. However, some members of the distribution charity felt
this would not help some as they did not have bank accounts.
Members suggested that the Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer devise a process that
would enable the agents to distribute £40 cash to those considered in need to purchase a bag
of coal to heat their home.
The Furniss Coal Distribution charity poster would be updated and circulated in the following
places –
 Age UK
 DSS
 Website/Face Book
 Community networks and other charitable groups
1

The Town Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer agreed to prepare a process for Friday 27
November 2020 for the distribution to begin in December until January 2021.
Recommendations
1 That the Trustee (the City Council) consider applying to the Charity Commission to amend
the objects of the Trust to include other forms of energy in addition to coal.
2 The current year’s distribution be a grant-based process but only for coal users.
The meeting closed at 6:54 pm.

---------------------------------------------MAYOR
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